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5 CON EENTE S 
A OF THE 
SECOND VOLUME. 
#1 The ConquesrT of MEXICO, 
3 by HERNANDO CORTES. 
Cn. I. Diego de Velaſquez, Governor of Cu- 
| ba, appoints Hernando Cortes Commander in 
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Chief 7 a Fleet for making new Diſcoveries. 
He /ails from Cuba, and lands in the 1/land 0 
Cozumel, where he demolijhes the Indian Idols, 
and meets with à Captive Spaniard, P. 1 

Cray. II. Cortes /ails from Cozumel, arrives 
at the River Grijalva, lands in ſpire of the In- 
dians, takes the Town of Tabaico, and obtains 
a great Victory. He then concludes a Peace with 
the Indians, and embarks in order to continue his 
Jeyage to Mexico. 6; oy P. 10 

CHapy. III. Cortes gives Audience to two Mexi- 
can Officers. Sends @ preſent to Motezuma, 
and receives one from that Prince. The State of 
the Mexican Empire, and the Apprebenſſons of 
Motezuma, who /ends a ſecond Pre/ent to Cortes, 
with expreſs Orders to leave the Coaſt, Cortes 
artfully puts a Stop to the Murmurs of the 
People. P.-81 

Cray. IV. Cortes mates a Settlement, to which 

he gives the Name of Villa Rica de la Vera 

A 2 Cruz; 
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Cruz; marches to Quiabiſlan, and in his way 
concludes an Alliance with the Cacigue of Zem- 5 
poalla: He ſeizes Motezuma's Commiſſaries; 
forms a ſtrong Confederacy of the Indian Ca- 

cigues; builds the Town of Vera Cruz, and re- 
cei ves another Embaſſy from Motezuma. P. 32 
CAP. V. Cortes 7s prevailed upon by falſe Pre- 
Fences to engage in an Expedition againſt the | 25 
Inhabitants of Z impazingo. He dimoliſbes thb 
Idol. of Zempoalla, and returns to Vera Cruz; 
where a Conſpiracy being formed againſt him, 
he orders the Ships to be ſunk. P. 45 
Cray, VI. Cortes begins his March for Mexico; 
Jays ſeveral Days at Zocothlan and Kacazingo; 
feras Ambaſſadors ts Tlaſcala; but his Propoſals 
of Peace being rejected, fights an ob/tinate Batile 
with the Tlaſcalans. Xicotencal, General . 
the Tlaſcalans, attacks the Spaniſh Quarters by 
Night; but is diveſted of his Command, and the 
Tlaſcalans /ue for Peace. P. 53 
Chae. VII. Cortes receives an Embaſſy from 
Motezuma; he makes his Entrance into | laſcala; 
after which Diego de Ordaz wifits the Volcano 
of Popocatepec, Cortes afterwards receives an 
Embaſſy from Mexico, and marches to Cholula, 
avhere a Scheme is laid for his Deſtruction, which 
is diſcovered by the Addreſs of Marina. He 
leaves Cholula ; baffles the treacherous Defigns 
of the Mexicans ; is viſited by the Cacique of 
"Tezeaco, and arrives at that. City, whence he 
marches to Tztapalapa. . 7 
Cray. VIII. Cortes enters Mexico, where he 
. is met by Motezuma, who comes in great State 
to welcome him to the City; afterwards 2 
aui 
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with him at his Quarters, and grants him an 
Audience in the royal Palace. A Deſcription of 
the City of Mexico, with an Account of the 
Grandeur, Wealth, and Power of the Emperor, 
and the Religion and Policy of the Mexican 
Government. P. 93 
Cray. IX. Cortes receives a very alarming Let- 
ter from Vera Cruz, in Conſequence of which 
he makes Motezuma hrs Prijoner, and ſome time 
after loads him with Fetters. The Spaniards 
build tavo Ships upon the Late. A Conſpiracy 
formed againſt them; but diſcovered by Mo- 
tezuma, and the principal Conductor puniſhed, 
Motezuma declares Charles V. King of Spain 
his Succeſſor; and offers to become tributary 
to that Prince, to which he gains the Conſent 
of the States, and confirms it by great Pre- 
ſents. After which he inis upon Cortes's 
leaving Mexico, who ts informed of the Ar. 
rival of a Fleet ſent againſt him by Velaſ- 
quez. P. 114 
Car. X. The Proceedings of the Commiſſaries 
ſent by Cortes to the Court of Spain, and the 
Riſe of the Second Expedition formed by Diego 
Velaſquez for the Deſtruction of Cortes. The 
Monks of St. Geronimo endeawour in wain to 
make Velaſquez abandon his Project. The Fleet 
Sails under the Command ef Pamphilo de 
Narvaez, arrives at Vera Cruz, but 15 oppoſed 
by the Governor, Cortes endeavours to come 
to Terms of Accommodation with the ether Army, 
but without Succeſs, and ſets out upon his March 


againſt Narvacz. P. 136 
Cauae, XI. Cortes, finding it impe/ſiole to bring 
A 3 Naz» 
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Narvaez to accept of any Terms of Accommodas 
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l tion, attacks him and his Army; obtains — , 
complete Victory, and prevails on the Soldiers to = 

| enter into his Service, P. 150 = ©, 


Cnay. XII. Cortes marches back to Mexico to = 
the Aſſiſtance of Alverado, againſt whom the 
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"Mexicans had taken up Arms; where he finds the 
People in a violent Ferment. His Troops are 
ſeveral Times attacked, and his Offers of Peace 
rejected. Motezuma haranguing the Mexicans, 
in order to perſuade them to lay down their Arms, 
is mortally wounded, and dies, conjuring Cortes . | 
to revenge his Fall. P. 161 IT C: 
Cray. XIII. The War carried on afreſh again® 
Cortes, who eſcapes the moſt imminent Dlinger, 
and every where defeats the Indians. He 
retires from Mexico, with his Army, by Night ; 
but is aſſaulted in his Retreat, and loſes many 
Men; howewver, he at length obtains a great 
Victory over the united Forces of Mexico, 
ſeizing the Royal Standard. P75 Ci 
Cray, XIV. Cortes marches to the City of 
Tlaſcala, awhere the Spanjards met with a 
Joyful Reception. The Tlaſcalans receive an 
Embaſ from the new Emperor of Mexico, to 
excite them to take Arms againſt the Spaniards, 
and Xicotencal privately eſpouſes their Cauſe, 
but is diſcovered. Cortes defeats the Tepea- 
cans, Another Mexican Army attacks the Spa- 
niards, and is intirely routed. P. 190 
CAP. XV. Several Ships arrive upon the 
Coaſt with Recruits from Velaſquez, who all 
join Cortes. A Deputation ſent to the Court of 
Spain, to defire more A/fitance, The 3 
1 3 marc 
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march towards Mexico. Cortes's Expedition 
againſt Tezeuco, where he ſets up a new 
= Cactque. P. 201 
Cn. XVI. Cortes marches to the City of Inta- 
ot palapa, where he and his Army narrowly eſcape 
being drowned. I he War with Mexico renewed. 
Several Brigantines built by Cortes's Order at 
Zempoalla, brought in Pieces to Tezeuco in 
order to navigate the Lakes of Mexico. He 
takes ſeveral Towns, but is repulſed at Tacuba, 
and his Army expoſed to great Danger ; whereupon 
here turns to Tezeuco. P. 213 
CAP. XVII. Sandoval obtains three Vieories 
over a Mexican Army. Cortes marches io Suchi- 
milco; makes an unſucceſsful Attempt to ſeale a 
Mountain defended by the Mexicans; defeats a 
Mexican Army; obtains a ſecond Victory before 
Suchimilco, and takes that City, where he nar- 
rowly e/capes being carried Priſoner to Mexico. 
P. 223 
CA. XVIII. The Brigantines got ready for 
Sailing on the Lake. A Plot to aſſaſſinate the 
General and his principal Officers diſcovered. Xi- 
cotencal lawes Cortes, to return Home, but is 
purſued and killed, The Brigantines launched 
upon the Lake, and attacked by 4000 Canes, 
moſt of which are deſtroyed. An Attack made 
upon the three Cauſeauays at once, in which the 
Spaniards are ſcaſonably relieved by the Bri- 
gantines; theſe clear the Lake of the Mexicans, 
«who afterwards invent ſeveral Stratagems to 


defiroy the Spaniards, | P. 230 
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Cuary. XIX. Cortes offers Peace to the Em- 


peror, but his Priefls prevent his accepting it. 


Upon which Cortes makes a general Aitack, and 
after an obſtinate Engagement is defeated. He 
afterwards renews the Attack, makes a Lodg- 
ment, and obliges the Emperor to retire to the 
' fartheſt Part of the City. The Emperor and his 
Conſort are ſeized in an Attempt to eſcape, and 
ihe whole Empire of Mexico acknowledges their 
Subjection to Spain. Cortes extends his Conqueſts 
to the Sauth-Sea, rebuilds Mexico, and dies in 
Spain. P. 240 
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HERNANDO CORTE S. 
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CHAP. I. 


Diego de Velaſquez, Governor of Cuba, afppointy 
Hernando Cortes Commander in Chief of a 
Fleet for making new Diſcoveries. He Jails 

rom Cuba, and lands in the Iſland of Cozumel, 
where he demoliſpes the Indian Idols, and meets 
with a Captive Spaniard. 


FERNANDO CORTES was anative of 
Medelin, a town of Eftremadura in Spain, 
and being educated for a military life, reſolved 
to puſh his fortune in the Ve- Indies, whither 
he ſailed in the year 1504, with letters of recom- 
mendation to Don Nicholas de Obando his kinſ- 
man, who was at that time Governor of Hi/pa- 
niola, This gentleman gave him a very kind 
reception, and admitted him into the number 
of his friends; but theſe favours could not 
divert 


2 The Conquest ef MEXICO, 

divert his inclination to arms, and therefore that 
iſland being now poſſeſſed by the Spaniards, 
without any oppoſition from the natives, he de- 
fired leave to ſerve in the iſland of Cuba, where 
the war was ſtill carried on, and having arrived 
there, ſo far diſtinguiſhed himſelf, as to obtain 
the reputation of a valiant ſoldier and able com- 
mander; on which account he was made Al- 
cade, or chief magiſtrate of the town of St. Jago, 
a polt generally conferred on thoſe who diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves in the conqueſt of thoſe coun- 
tries. Cortes was in this ſituation when he was 
recommended to Diego de Velaſquez, Governor of 
Cuba, as a proper perion for making conqueſts on 
the Continent; and the Governor giving his ap- 
probation, a commiſſion was inſtantly ſigned, by 
which Cortes was appointed Captain-general of 
the fleet, and of the countries he ſhould dif 

cover and ſubdue. | 
His nomination to this poſt was greatly re- 
ſented by all who had flattered themſelves with 
the hopes of obtaining it. Mean while Cortes 
employed his own fortune, and all the money 
he could borrow, in the purchaſe of proviſions, 
arms, and ammunition, and inliſted ſoldiers with 
ſuch expedition and ſucceſs, that within a few 
days he dad above zoo men in his ſervice; and 
having equip'd ten ſmall veſſels from 80 to 100 
tons each, they ſailed from the port of Sr. Jage 
de Cuba, on the 18th of November 1518, and 
coaſting along the Iſland arrived at the port of 
La Trinidad, where he was joined by ſeveral 
erſons of diſtinftion who reſolved to follow 
is fortunes. But he had no ſooner left Se. drs 
an 
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by HERNANDO CORTES. 

XZ than his enemies prevailed on Yela/quez to re- 
* voke his commiſſion; of which Cortes being in- 
1 formed, he conſulted his friends and adherents, 
XZ who declared with great warmth, that they 
would ftand by him to the laſt extremity. He 
then took ſuch meaſures as appeared moſt pro- 
per for removing the jealouſy of Yela/quez, and 


promoting his own ſecurity, and having ſent 
Piearo de Aluerado with a party of ſoldiers by land 
„to take care of the horſes, and raiſe recruits 
in the ſettlements, he ſailed with the fleet for 
* X the Havannah. But in the night, the Capitana, 
S XX inwhich Cortes embarked, ſeparated from the reft, 
f IM while the other veſſels continued their courſe to 
n the port of Havannab, where the people were 
- XX kindlyreceived by Pedro de Barba, the Governor 
Y under Yela/quez. However, having ſtaid ſeveral 
f days, without hearing any news of Cortes, they 
< concluded he was loſt, and began to deliberate 
about chuſing another commander, but were pre- 
— vented by his arrival, when he was received with 
h the loud acclamations of his men, and treated 
es with great reſpect by the Governor. © 
34 While he ſtaid in this place, he cauſed a num. 
Sz ber of cotton quilts to be made, to defend his 
th ple from the darts and arrows of the Indians, 
W it being found that theſe were more uſeful than 
ad coats of mail. He proved his artillery, exer- 
2 ciſed his ſoldiers in the uſe of their ſire arms 
go and croſs-bows, as well as in the management 
nd of their pikes, and taught them to form and file 
of off, in order to make an attack and retreat. 
ral But while he was thus employed, à meſſenger 
o 


arrived with diſpatches to the Governor of 
ago Hevannah, containing expreſs orders to 2 
Corte. 
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Cortes of his command, and to ſend him priſoner 
with a ſtrong guard to Sr. Jago. Cortes was 
highly incenſed at Felaſquez's behaviour, and 
his endeavouring to ruin an enterprize-in which 
he and his friends had embarked their whole 
fortunes ; he therefore reſolved to provide for 
himſelf, and to make uſe of force if it was ne- 
ceſſary; he even explained his fituation to his 
ſoldiers, and they raiſed ſuch a tumult, that the 
Governor of Hawvannah, dreading the conſequence 
of their reſentment, publickly declared, that he 
did not intend to execute the orders he had re- 
ceived from Yela/quez, which he conſidered as 
a flagrant act of injuſtice. This commotion 
being thus appeaſed, and a brigantine added to 
the fleet, Cortes divided his men into eleven 
companies, delivered inſtructions to his officers, 
and after a ſolemn maſs, at which all the ſoldiers 
aſſiſted, weighed and ſet ſail from Havannah on 
the 10th of February 15 19. 

They had this day a favourable gale, but the 
ſun was no ſooner ſet than a furious ſtorm aroſe, 
which damaged the fleet. Cortes had before ſent 
Diego de Ordaz, whoſe fidelity he had ſuſpected, 
to Guanicanico, a ſettlement on the other fide of 
cape St. Antonio; and a little before the ſtorm, 
he ſent Pedro de Alverado in queſt of him, with 
orders to wait for the fleet at cape Sr. Antonio; 
but Pedro perceiving that the-tempeſt had driven 
him ſo far into the gulph as to render it difficult 
for him to weather cape St. Antonio, ſteered 
away for the iſland of Cozumel, where upon his 
landing he found a ſmall town near the coaſt, 
which was abandoned by the [ndians, who had 
fled at his appraach. Alverade was a young 


” 


ene HH AWW AG HWA mA Gin =no& vS» =&&*©=> W © mM 


7 man 


S EEB ® 


. 
bu ak 


Z 


35 HERNANDO CORT ES. 


man of an enterprizing genius, but of little ex- 


rience, and imagined that, while he waited for 


tze fleet which was to caſt anchor at that iſland, 
nothing could fo ill become a ſoldier as inaction, 
and therefore ordered his men to march, and 


take a view of the inner part of the iſland. At 


a league's diſtance they came up to another 


town which was abandoned like the firſt. Here 


5 the ſoldiers ſeized ſome proviſions, and in a 
== temple of one of their idols they found many 


jewels, and ſome inſtruments for ſacrifieing made 
of gold mixed with copper, which, though of 
ſmall value, they carried away. However, this 
expedition was ſo far from promoting the ſewsX ice 
in which they were engaged, that it only ſerved 
to frighten the Indians, and to render it more 
diflicult to obtain their friendſhip and aſſiſtance. 
The next day Cortes arrived with the fleet, 
kaving ſent another veſſel with directions to 
Ordaz, on a ſuppoſition that Alwverado had been 
prevented by the ſtorm; and though he was 
glad to find that young Captain ſafe at Cozumel, 
he publicly reprimanded him for his raſhneſs 
in marching up and down the iſland, and diſ- 
miſſed three Indian priſoners whom he had 
taken, after having ordered their effects to be 
reſtored, and given them many preſents for 
their Cacique, in token of peace and amity. 
To prevent any new diſputes, he drew down 
his forces to the ſea fide, and having encam 
ed them there for three days, he thought fit to 
make a general review ; when it appeared that 
his whole army amounted to 508 ſoldiers includ- 
ing their officers, 16 horſe, 2 chaplains, and 
109 mariners and mechanics, On this oceaſion 
Vor. II. B Cortes 
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Cortes made them a ſpeech, in which he endea- 
voured to inſpire them with courage, by the 
promiſe of wealth ang honour ; explained the 
dangers they muſt expect to encounter, and in 
the ſtrongeſt terms, repreſented the neceſſity 
of a ſtrict obedience and the moſt perfect una» 
nimity. 

He had ſcarce concluded this ſpeech, when 
intelligence was brought him, that a conſider- 
able number of unarmed Indians were approach- 
ing in ſeveral detached parties, upon which he 
drew up his men, and commanded them to 
remain under arms till it was known what was 
their, intention. The I»-dians no ſooner came in 
fight, than they continued for ſome time with 
out motion; but perceiving that no hoſtilities 
vere offered, they at length boldly advanced, 
and mingling with the ſoldiers, preſented them 
with ſome refreſhments, and continued to be- 
have with great confidence and familiarity. 

The next day the principal Cacique of the 
iſland came with a numerous retinue to pay a 
vilite to Cortes, who received him with great 
courteſy ; and while the converſation was carried 
on by means of an interpreter, one of the Ja- 
dians was heard to pronounce the word Caſtilla, 
the meaning of which being demanded by 
Cortes, he was told that the Indians ſaid, the 
Spaniards reſembled ſome perſons in Yucatan, 
who came from a country called Caſfilla. Cortes 
immediately concluded that theſe were his coun- 
trymen, and reſolved to ſet them at liberty. 
Upon a mote particular enquiry he found that 
they were in the power of ſome Indians of the 
higheſt rank, who reſided at Tucatan, and ons 
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3 „ HERNANDO CORT ES. 7 
the moſt certain method of procuring their li- 
at erty would be to offer a ranſom; for the 
Cacique informed him that ſhould he have re- 
rourſe to arms, it would expoſe them to the 
ard of being maſiacred by their maſters. 
'ortes approved of this advice, and ordered Diego 
fe Ordaz to ſail to the coaſt of Yucatan, with a 
jetter to the priſoners, and ſome trifles for their 
ranſome and to itay eight days, in which time 
3, ſome Indians appointed by the Cacique for that 
W purpoſe undertook. to return with an anſwer. 
2 1. the mean time Cortes marched with the troops 
in a body about the iſland, in order to view the 
country, and keep his men in action, and in 
this tour, he was accumpanied by rhe Cacique, 
and a great number of Indians, who farniſhed 
him with proviſions, and cxchanged gold for 
glaſs beads, which they fancied they could ne- 
ver purchaſe too dear. 
At a ſmall diſtance from the coaſt ſtood the 
temple of an Idol that was much revered by the 
Indians. It was a ſquare ſtone building, and no 
contemptible ſtructure. The Idol which was 
called Cozumel, whence the iſland receiyed the 
fame name, was in the figure of a man, and had 
2 moſt horrible aſpect. Here a great concourſe 
of people were found liſtening to a prieſt who 
was diſtinguiſned by a certain ornament or 
covering, which a ee concealed his naked- 
neſs, and who ſeemed to preach with great 
emphaſis. Cortes, ſhocked at the abſurdity of 
ſuch worthip, told the Cacique, that it was im- 
poſſible for them to continue friends, if he did 
not renounce his idolatry, and that it was un- 
worthy of a man of ſenſe to pay divine ho- 
8 2 nours 
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8 The Coxc ugs ef MEXICO, 4 
nours to a deformed image, fitter to frighten chil- rm 
dren than to be reverenced by men of under- 
ſtanding. The Cacique replied, that as to re- Man- 
ligion he left it wholly to the prieſts, who fie 
ſhould, if he pleaſed, diſcourſe with him upon Mov: 
that ſubject. This was readily accepted, and Mr 
one of the prieſts being ſent for, no ſooner was ls 
informed of the affair in queſtion, than he be- the. 
gan with the moſt hideous outcries to proteſt Ming 
againſt thoſe who ſhould be ſo audacious as to 
diſturb the worſhip of their Gods, 1 "= 
73 


the immediate vengeance of Heaven againſt all MVa⸗ 
who ſhould preſume to diſhonour this deity, or 

his habitation. But Cortes, without paying any rec 
regard to his menaces, immediately ordered all lia, 


the idols to be broke to pieces, and moſt of Hand 
their temples to be demoliſhed. The largeſt of moi 
them, however, he preſerved entire, and having 
cauſed a neat altar to be erected, had maſs faid 
in it by the chaplains and prieſts, and at his de- the, 
parture charged the Cacique to take the ſtricteſt 
care that every thing was kept in good order, | 
and that no inſult was offered to the image of WI: 
1 the Bleſſed Virgin, or to two croſſes which he ad 
i: erected in that chapel, and this the Indian chief 
i very readily promiſed. | 
When the eight days were expired, Diego de WÞ<1! 
Ordaz returned from Yucatan, without ſeeing any mer 
thing of the Ca/iillians, for whom he was ſent, a. 
Cortes therefore ſet ſail with a fair wind; but ¶ tot 
was obliged to return the ſame day, on account {Wed 
of one of the ſhips having ſprung a leak. _ the 
While this ſhip was refitting, Cortes was told fice 
that a canoe was ſtanding directly towards the {Wthe: 
iſland, when perceiving that ſhe was full « in 2 
KC arm 
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| 3 3 armed Jadians, he ordered Andrea de Tapia to 
Neet as much as poſſible under the ſhelter of the 
and, and to endeavour to take the canoe. Soon 
Afier four men came out of it with only a ſlight 
overing about their waiſts, and with bows and 
nd .X arrows in their hands. Andrea de Tapia, as ſoon 
the Indians were landed, advanced towards 
1 hem ſword in hand, when three of them ſeem- 
1 58 afraid, the fourth bid them not fear, and 
1 himſelf to the Spantards, cred aloud in 

The Ca/illian tongue, Gentlemen, Tam a Chriſtian, 
1 apia immediately embraced him with equal joy 
ud ſurprize, and conducted him to Cortes, who 
SSreceived him with much affection, while his In- 
lian companions couched down on their hams, 


of {Wand laying their bows and arrows on the ground, 
of moiſtened their right hand with ſpittle, touched 
ng rhe earth, and then ſtroaked their breaſts next the 
aid heart; this being the moſt reſpectful ceremony 
de- 


they paid to their Princes. Cortes having aſked 
the name of the ſtranger, he replied that he 


er, was called Jerom de Aguilar, and was a native of 
of %a. Meat ang drink were then ſet before him, 
he id he was ordered te be cloathed. 

lief The next day Cortes inquired how he fell into 


the hands of the Indiant, when he replied, that 
being at Darien, he was ſent to Hi/paniola for 


any men and ammunition, but was caſt away near 
nt, N Jamaica, when he and 20 other perſons taking 
but to the boat, after ſuffering great diſtreſſes, reach- 
und Ned the ſhore of Yucatan, where they fell into 


the hands of a Cacique, who immediately ſacri- 
ficed fix of them to his idols, and then eat 
them. That he and ſome others were ſhut up 
in a wooden cage, in order to ſerve for another 
B 3 feſtival ; 


2 — - = — ACE — — — — — 
r. — — — 2 — Sn WB pay tt vm — — 
* = wa” —— = - 2 — F — 
1 — + 6 - 
_— 


i 
—_— = — Pp 


— — 
- - — 4 
* A i * — 
——— it” 5 
ay #* -$ Ch 


—— — 
_ — 1 — 
—— — 
3 — 
" A — 
— * — 2 = 
By — — — 2 = 


N 3 — 


— 2 
- > - » 


as * 
- 
* 


1 — 


oC. = 


32S ESL 
* re 
51 

= , 
I , 

TY 


— — — 


10 The Conquesr of MEXICO, 
feſtival; but breaking out, they, without being 


diſcovered, fled over the mountains, till they i 
came into the dominions of another Prince, who 
was an enemy to him from whom they had fled. 
That ſoon after moſt of his companions died, 
and he fell into the hands of a maſter whom he 
' ſerved for ſeveral years, and at length acquired 
ſuch a degree of favour, that he conferred up- 
on him an employment near his perſon, and 
honoured him with his confidence. The Cacique 
his maſter dying recommended him to his ſon, 
under whom he poſſeſſed the ſame office, and 
afterwards being employed in the wars with the | 


neighbouring Gaciques, obtained ſuch reputa- 


tion, that he became the favourite both of the 


Prince and people, and. therefore on his receiv- 


ing Cortes's letter, he eaſily obtained his liberty 3 | 


as a reward for his ſervices. 


1177... FCCC 


CHAP. = 
Cortes /aif; from Cozumel, arrives at the River 
Grijalva, lands in ſpite of the Indians, takes 
the town of Tabaſco, and obtains a preat 
Victory. He then concludes a Peace with the 
Indians, and embarks in order to continue his 
Veyage to Mexico. 


HE fleet ſet fail from Comzume! on the 

4th of March 15 19, and reached the ri- 

ver of Grijalva, where the civil treatment which 
the Spamards had formerly received from the 
Indians of Tabaſto, and the gold brought from 
H thence, 


* was 
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thence, were ſuch motives for their landing, as 
were not to be reſiſted. Therefore leaving the 
larger veſſels at anchor, Cortes embarked all his 
ſoldiers on board the ſmaller, and in the boats, 
and was beginning to make the beſt of his way 
againſt the current, when he perceived both ſides 
of the river covered with canoes filled with Ja- 
dians in arms, ſupperted by a conſiderable force 
on ſhore. When gueſſing from the horrihle out- 
crics, and geſticulations of the Indians, that they 
intended to oppoſe him, he ſent Aguilar to them 
in a canoe with offers of peace, which bein 
rejected, he reſolved to puniſh them for what he 
called their preſumption, in daring to defend 
their country. But night approaching, he thought 
proper to wait till the next day, and in the 
mean time commanded all the artillery to be 
brought into the ſmaller veſſels, and his ſoldiers 
to put on their quilted coats to ſecure them from 
being wounded by the arrows of the enemy. 
At day- break, he drew up the veſſels in the 
figure of a half moon, and advancing ſlowly 
to the Indians, ſent Aguilar a ſecond time, with 
propoſals of peace, to which they made no an- 
twer, but giving the ſignal for the attack, ad- 
vanced with great ſwiftneſs by the favour of 
the current, till being near enough to uſe their 
arrows, they diſcharged ſuch a ſhower of them, 
both from the canoes and barks on the river, 
that the Spariards were much embarraſſed in 
their endeavours to cover themſelves. How- 
ever, having received the firſt charge, they aſ- 
faulted the. ndians with ſuch vigour, that the 
canoes ſoon left the paſſage free. The _ 
en 
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then proceeded up the river without further op- 
poſition, and approaching the ſhore endeavour- 
ed to land, but the place being marſhy, and co- 
vered with brambles, the Spaniards were aſſault- 
ed by a number of Indians who lay in ambuſh. 
However, Cortes drew up his men, and, not- 
, withſtanding the prodigious fury of this attack, 
ranged his ſoldiers in order of battle in ſight of 
the enemy, whoſe numbers continually increa- 
ſed. He ordered Alonzo Dawila to advance 
with 100 ſoldiers through the woods, and take 
poſſeſſion of the town of Tabaſco, which was 
not far from the place of action. Cortes then 
attacked that vait multitude, and notwithſtand- 
ing his being obliged to fight up to his knees in 
mud, he put the Indians to flight, when inſtant- 
5 ly diſcovering the march of Davila, they ran to 
wo defend the town, 

= Cortes followed them to Tabaſco, which he 
Fi reached before the detachment he had ſent thi- 
| ther, and found it fortified with a wall formed 


H of large trunks of trees fixed in the ground like 
it © paliſadoes, with ſpaces between for the conve- 
7 4 nience of ſhooting arrows. It was of a circular 
N 
\ 


_—-— 4 x. 


compaſs, and at the cloſing of the circle the 
extremity of one line-covered the other, form- 
ing a narrow winding ſtreet, in which were 
two or three wooden caſtles which filled up the 
| aſſage, and were built for placing centinels. 
{4 his was then a ſufficient fortification againſt 
| the inhabitants of the new world, who were 
. happily ignorant of the arts of war, and the 
methods of deſtruction practiſed by polite na- 
tions. 
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zrees being joined by Davila, whoſe march 
ad been obſtructed by lakes and marſhes, gave 
oper inſtructions for breaking down the pa- 
iadoes, and inſtantly gave the ſignal to begin 
oe attack, crying, My friends, here aue muſt lodge 
e. The Ridiers proceeded with great 
Wrelolution, and turning aſide a ſhower of arrows 
Vith their ſhields, advanced to the fortification, 
and diſcharging their fire-arms and croſs-bows 
through the openings, ſoon drove the enemy 
from their poſits, and then breaking down a part 
of the paliſadoes entered without difficulty, 
The Ixdians however made head againſt the Spa- 
ziards in the ftreets, but were embarraſſed by 
their own numbers, and being driven from 
thence made another vigorous effort in a wide 
ſpace in the centre of the town; but being again 
repulſed, fled in great diſorder to the woods, 
whither Cortes would not allow his men to pur- 
ſue them. 

The Indians had removed their families and 
effects, and provided for their ſupport by laying 
in a great ſtock of proviſions. Fourteen or 
fifteen of the Spaniards were wounded, but the 
Joſs of the Indian was very conſiderable. The 
troops lodged that night in the town, in which 
centinels were poſted with as much care and ex- 
actneſs as if an army had been in view; but 
the next day the country appeared deſerted, 
and there was not an enemy to be ſeen. Cortes 
however ſuſpected this ſtillneſs, and his appre- 
henſions increaſed, by his being informed that 
Melcbiar his interpreter, one of the Indians taken 
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by Cordowa, had deſerted that very night, leav- | 


ing his cloaths hanging on a tree. 


Cortes now ſent Pedro de Alwerado and Franciſes | 


de Lugro with 100 men each by different ways, 
to view the country, with orders to retire in 
caſe they found an army in the field ; but the 
latter, after a little more than an hour's march, 
fell into an ambuſcade, and was fo furiouſly at- 
tacked on all ſides, that he was obliged to draw | 
ap his little battalion into a ſquare, and the 


number of the enemy increaſing, his detach- 
ment would certainly have been overpowered, 


had not Alver ado, who had been obliged to turn 
out of his way by meeting a marſh, heard the 
report of the fire-arms, and haſted to his relief, 
after his having firſt detached an Indian of Cuba, © 
to Cortes, to inform him of this event. Alveradoat- © 
tacked the Indians when Lugo was in the greateſt 
diſtreſs, his men being quite ſpent with fatigue, Z 
and made his attack with ſuch reſolution, that 
the Judians fled in the utmoſt conſternation ; but 


ſoon after recovering from their ſurpriſe, they 


endeavoured to prevent the retreat of the two 
captains, who being joined, and having time to 


take breath, cut their way through a vaſt mul- 
titude of the inhabitants, which reſembled the 


rolling of the ſea, when the waves are driven . 


back by the wind. At length Cortes appeared at 
a diſtance, and being obierved by the [ndiarns, 
they diſperſed, leaving the Spaniards in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the field, eleven of whom were wound- 
ed, of which number only two died. 

Some priſoners being taken on this occaſion, 
Cortes cauſed them to be examined 8 
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by Jerom de Aguilar, when they agreed in de- 
claring that all the Caciques in the neighbour- 
ing countries were marching to the aſſiſtance of 
the inhabitants of Taba and that the next day 
a powerful army was to aſſembled in order to 
deſtroy the Spaniards N once. Upon this in- 
telligence Cortes called a council, communicated 
to his captains what he had learned, and de- 
fired their advice; repreſenting the weakneſs of 
their naked enemies, the ill conſequences that 
would attend their turning their backs upon them, 
and that this would be ſuch a diſgrace, as would 
prevent all their future conqueſts. Upon which 
the officers unanimouſly agreed, that it was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary not to leave the country, till 
they had reduced the inhabitants. 

Cortes now proceeded to make the neceſſary 
diſpoſitions for a deciſive battle: he ordered the 
wounded to be carried on board; the horſes to 
be landed; the artillery to be in readineſs, and 
every thing in order by the next morning. At 
day-break he gave the command of the infantry 
to Diego de Ordaz, when he and the other com- 
manders mounted on horſeback, and kept pace 
with the artillery, which moved very flowly, 
from the ground's being boggy, till arriving at 
a place called Cirthla, about the diſtance of a 
Jeague from their quarters, they obſerved the 
Indian army appear at a diſtance, and in ſuch 
numbers, as to cover the country as far as the 
eye could reach. | 

It is here proper to deſcribe the Indian manner 
of marching and coming to an engagement, 
ſince as the art of war is nearly the ſame in all 
the nations of New Spain, this will be ſufficient 

| | to 
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to give the reader ſome idea of their appearance 
through the whole of this conqueſt. Their 
principal weapons were bows and arrows, the 
ſtrings of the bows being made of the finews of 
beaſts, or thongs of deer ſkins twiſted, and their 
arrows were pointed with fiſh bones. They had 
a kind of javelins, which they ſomettmes threw, 
and ſometimes managed like a pike. They 
had alſo long two-handed wooden ſwords, 
edged with ſharp flints; ſome of the ſtrongeſt 
had clubs -pointed with flints, and there were 
ſlingers who threw ſtones with great force and 
dexterity. 'Their defenſive arms, which were 
worn by none but commanders and perſons of 
diſtinction, conſiſted of coats of quilted cotton, 
breaſt-plates, and ſhields of wood and tortoiſe- 
ſhell adorned with plates and metal. The reſt 
of the people were naked, only their heads were 
encircled with plumes of feathers to make them 
appear taller than they really were, and all of 
fo had their faces and bodies painted of va- 
rious colours in order to ſtrike terror into their 
enemies. Their warlike inſtruments were pipes 
made of large canes, ſea-ſhells, and drums made 
of the bark of a tree hollowed, which being 
beaten with a ſtick afforded a very diſagreeable 
ſound. They made their attacks with terrible 
outcries, with which they thought to intimidate 
their enemies. Their battalions were formed 
without order; but they had bodies of reſerve 
to relieve the others when there was occaſion, 
and tho? they were divided into companies com- 
manded by their reſpective officers, thoſe officers 
could ſcarcely govern their men ; for when they 
came to engage, they were animated either by 
; rage 
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rage or fear, and conſequently were equally 
eager to charge and to run away. 

Such was the army, or rather inundation of 
Indians, which now poured down upon the 
Spaniards. Cortes poſted his men under the 
ſhelter of a riſing ground that covered the 
rear, and having placed his artillery to the 
greateſt advantage, advanced with his fifteen 
horſe to a wood, from whence he intended to 
fally, and flank the enemy. 

When the Indians had marched within a pro- 
per diſtance, they diſcharged a ſhower of arrows, 
and then fell upon the Spaniards with ſuch fury 
and precipitation, that their fire-arms and croſs- 
bows being unable to ſtop them, they were ob- 
liged to have recourſe to their ſwords, and as 
the enemy preſſed. on, the artillery deſtroyed 
them by whole companies. But the Jndians 
fought with ſuch bravery, that the ball was no 
fooner paſſed than they cloſed again, drowning 
the groans of the wounded by their outcries. 
Diego de Ordaz acted with great courage: but 
his troops could ſcarcely ſtand their ground, 
when Cortes with his 15 horſe ruſhing ſuddenly 
from the wood, broke through the thickeſt of 
the enemy, whom he trampled under his horſes 
feet, while they being amazed and terrified at 
the ſight of thoſe unknown animals, threw 


. down their arms and fled with precipitation. 


Diego de Ordax being ſoon ſenſible that the re- 
lief he expected was arrived, from the weak 
reſiſtance of the enemy's van, which now began to 


turn their backs, advanced with his infantry, and 


charged thoſe who had been juſt ready to over- 
whelm him with ſych reſolution, that he obliged 
Yor. II. * them 
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them to give way, till he came to the place 
where Cortes and his captains had diſperſed the 
enemy, who retreated, making a running fight, 
till the Spaniards purſuing them, they fled in 
the utmoſt confuſion, leaving above 800 dead 
upon the . the Spaniards had two men killed, 
and threeſcore and ten wounded. 

The next day Cortes ordered two or three of 
the Indian officers, who were priſoners, to be 
brought before him, and perceiving that their 
countenances had all the marks of terror, gave 
them a courteous reception, and then ſet them 
at liberty, giving them ſome trifling preſents, 
and telling them, he knew how to conquer and 
to forgive. This inſtance of his moderation 
had ſuch an effeR, that in a few hours ſeveral 
of the natives came loaded with Indian corn, 
fowls, and other proviſions, as a preſent from the 
principal Cacique of Tabaſco, who by theſe per- 
ſons made propoſals of peace; but Jerom de 
Aguilar obſerving that theſe were mean people, 
Cortes, though very deſirous of peace, refutec 
to admit their propoſals, and ſent them back 
without ſeeing them, ordering them by his in 
terpreter, to acquaint their Cacique, that if he 
deſired his friendſhip, he muſt ſend perſons of 
greater diſtinction to ſolicit it. The Cacique 
being immediately ſenſible of his error, the 
next day ſent 30 of his principal men adornec 
with plumes and jewels, and followed by : 
train of Indians, who carried another preſent o 
the ſame kind to the Spaniſh general. 

Cortes being attended by his officers, with : 
very ſevere and ftern look, gave audience tc 


theſe Ambaſſadors, who approaching him wit 
gre: 
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great ſubmiſſion, perfumed him with incenſe, 
compoſed of ſweet ſcented gums, made an apo- 
logy for the war, and concluded with earneſt 
intreaties for a peace. The General replied by 
obſerving that he had juſt cauſe to be diſpleaſed 
with them: but granting their requeſt, made 
them a preſent of a few baubles. At which they 
departed, highly ſatisfied with the ſucceſs of their 
negociation, | 
Cortes was afterwards viſited by the Cacique 
in perſon, attended by all his officers, who 
brought with them a preſent of cotton cloths, 
plumes of various colours, and ſome pieces of 
gold of admirable workmanſhip. The General 
loaded him with careſſes, and the viſit paſſed in 
proteſtations of a reciprocal and fincere friend- 
ſhip. The Indians of diſtinction who were in 
his retinue were treated by the Sani Captains, 
and nothing appeared but ſigns of joy and 
peace. At taking leave, the Cacique appoint- 
ed another day for an interview, and to ſhew 
his confidence in the General, ordered his ſubs 
jets to return with their families to Tabaſco, 
and to aſſiſt the Spaniards to the utmoſt of their 
power. The next day the Cacique returned, 
with a preſent of 20 Indian women, who were 
Killed in making bread of Indian corn, and 
dreſſing other proviſions. This bread was made 
by grinding the corn between two ſtones, till it 
was reduced to flour, when it was made into a 
pars without leaven, and being moulded, was 
pread upon a ſort of earthen plates, on which 


it was baked over the fire. Among theſe wo- 
men was one of uncommon beauty, who was 
C 2 afterwards 
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afterwards baptized by the name of Marina, and 
became Corzes's miſtreſs. 

The pilots now haſtened the departure of the 
fleet, and Palm Sunday drawing nigh, Cortes 
appointed that day for their embarking. The 
Spaniards accordingly ſet ſail for Mexico, coaſt- 
ing along to the weſtward, till they arrived at 
the port now called St. Juan de Ulua, where 


they had no ſooner come to an anchor, between 


the iſland and the main land, than two large 
canoes, called piraguas, came with Indians from 
the neighbouring» coaſt, and on their drawing 
near began to ſpeak in a language which Aguilar 
did not underſtand ; a circumſtance that very 
much chagrined Cortes, from his apprehending 
that the want of an interpreter would be a great 
obſtacle to the ſucceſs of his enterprize ; but 
Marina gueſſing his concern by his looks, told 
Aguilar in the Yucatan. tongue, that the people 
ſpoke the Mexican language, and defired audience 
of the General on the part of the Governor of that 
province. Cortes, being rejoiced at finding that 
ſhe underſtood their meaning, deſired them to 
come on board, and deliver their meſſage. This 
woman was the daughter of a Cacique of one of 
the provinces ſubje& to the Emperor of Mexico, 
but in her youth had been carried to a Mexican 
2 on the confines of Tucatan; after which, 

y ſome misfortune ſhe became a ſlave to the 
Cacique of Tabaſco, who made a preſent of her 
to Cortes. As this woman was not yet acquaint- 
ed with the language of Spain, ſhe interpreted 
to Aguilar in the Yucatan tongue, what the Mexi- 
can ſaid, and he imparted it to Cortes in the 
Caftillien, By this double interpretation the 
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General learned that Pzparce, Governor, and 
Teutile, Captain-general of that province, had 
ſent to know with what intention he came upon 
their coaſt ; when Cortes preſenting them with 
a few baubles, and treating them with ſome 


Spaniſh wine, told them, that he came as a friend 


to treat of matters of great 1mportance. to their 
Prince and the whole empire, for which purpoſe 
he would meet the two Governors. 


ano mine cen $$ 
CH AP. III. 


Cortes gives Audience to two Mexican Officers, 
Sends a preſent to Motezuma, and receives one 
from that Prince. The State of the Mexican 
Empire, and the. Apprehenfions of Motezuma, 
wwho ſends a ſecond Preſent to Cortes; with expreſs 
Orders to leave the Coaſt, Cortes artfully puts a 
Stop to the Murmur of the People. 


N Good Friday the Spaniards landed, and 
having got their horſes and artillery on 
ſhore, Cortes directed the ſoldiers to cut faſcines, 
in order to intrench themſelves, and ta build a 
ſufficient number of huts to ſhelter them from 
the exceſſive heat of the ſun, when Teutile ſend- 
ing a great number of the natives to their aſſiſt- 
ance, this work was ſoon finiſhed. The people 
alſo brought plenty of proviſions, and ſome 
cotton cloth to cover the buildings erected for 
the officers : but notwithſtanding this friendly 
intercourſe with the natives, Cortes kept himſelf 
upon his guard, and planted his artillery in ſuch 
| C-3 24 man- 
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2 manner as to command the country. On 
Zaſter-Day he was viſited by Teutile and Pilpatoe, 
attended by a very great retinue; he received 
them with extraordinary ſtate, ſurrounded by 
his officers and ſoldiers. The firſt compli- 
ments being paſſed, and it being the hour of 
divine ſervice, he conducted them to a large 
hut,. and ordered Aguilar and Marina to tell 
them,. that before he acquainted them with the 
deſign of his voyage, he ought to comply with 
the duties of his religion, and to recommend to 
the God of all other gods the ſucceſs of his 
propoſal. After ſervice was over, Cortes returned. 
to his quarters, where the two Generals were 
entertained at dinner, in as ſplendid a manner 
as poſſible, and that being ended, he called his 
interpreters, and with a determined air told. 
them, that he came to treat with the Emperor 
Motezuma, on the part of Don Carts of Auſtria, 
monarch of the Eaſt, on affairs of great impor- 
tance, both with reſpe& to himſelf and all his 
ſuhjects; for this reaſon it was neceſſary for him 
to. appear before his royal preſence, to which he 


hoped to be admitted, with all the reſpect due 


to the greatneſs of the King his maſter. 

Cortes's gueſts appeared alarmed at this de- 
claration, and before they returned an anſwer: 
ordered their attendants. to bring in the preſent 
they had brought with them. U 
or zo perſons entered loaded with proviſions, 
fine cloth, feathers of various colours,. and a 


large box, in which were ſeveral pieces of gold 


curiouſly wrought. Then turning to Cortes, 
Teutile deſired him to accept that ſmall preſent 
from two of Motexuma's ſlaves, who had _ 
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ders to entertain ſuch ſtrangers as landed upon 


his coaſt: but begged he would not think of pro- 
ſecuting his deſign, it being no eaſy matter to 
fpeak with their N To this Cortes replied, 
with ſome warmth, that Kings never refuſed to 
hear the ambaſſadors of other Princes, and that 
their buſineſs was to acquaint Motexuma with 
kis arrival, and that he was reſolved to ſee him 
before he left the country. | 

The Indian Generals, confounded at this bold- 
neſs, earneſtly intreated Cortes not to move from 
his quarters, till they had received Motezuma's 
anſwer, aſſuring him, that in the mean time 
they would ſupply him with every thing neceſ- 
fary for the ſupport of his ſoldiers. 

During this conference, ſome Mexican paint- 


ers, who came in the General's train, were buſily 


employed in drawing upon cotton cloths, the 
ſhips, ſoldiers, arms, artillery, horſes, and 
every thing elſe that appeared remarkable, 
which they introduced into different landſkips 
that were no way contemptible, either for the 
drawing or colouring. Theſe pictures were de- 
ſigned by Teutile, to give Motezuma ſome idea 
of what appeared too extraordinary to be fully 
deſcribed by words ; but here and there were 
placed ſome characters, which ſeemed to explain 
the picture. 

Cortes being informed of what theſe painters 
were doing, went out to ſee them, when obſerv- 
ing that theſe figures wanted action to expreſs 
the valour of his troops, he ordered them to 
arms, drew them up in a body, and command- 


ed the artillery to be made ready; then telling 


Teutile 
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Teutile and Pilpatoe, that he would entertain 
them after the manner of his country, he mount- 
ed his horſe, with his Captains, who marched 
two and two, to the amazement of the Indians, 


who, ſeeing ſuch ſtately animals ſo obedient to 


their riders, imagined that there was ſomething 
ſupernatural in thoſe who could manage them 
with ſuch eaſe and dexterity. Cortes then di- 
vided his troops into two bodies, gave a mock 
fight, and at a ſignal given they diſcharged their 
muſkets, and ſoon after the artillery ; when 
the confuſion and aſtoniſhment of theſe people 
were ſo great, that ſome fell down upon the 
ground, other began to fly, and thoſe who had 
molt preſence of mind were fixed to the ſpot 
with terror and admiration. 

Cortes now endeavoured to diſſipate their ap- 
prehenſions by aſſuring them, that theſe were 
only military diverſions. The painters imme- 
diately began to repreſent the Spaniards armed 
and drawn up in ranks; the horſes in the atti- 
tudes of their exerciſes, andthe artillery with 
fire and ſmoke. Mean while Cortes returned to 
his houſe with the two Generals, and after 
having made them a preſent, prepared one for 
Motezuma, conſiſting of ſeveral poliſhed look- 
ing glaſſes, a holland ſhirt, a cap of crimſon 
velvet adorned with a gold medal, and a tapeſtry 
Chair, ey 

Teutile and Pilpatoe at length, ſeeming much 
n with their entertainment, took their 
eave; but retiring only to a ſmall diſtance, held 
a conſultation, in which it was agreed that the lat- 
ter ſnould remain on that ſpot to obſerve the mo- 
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tions of the Spaniards. Pilpatoe's attendants im- 
mediately began to build houſes, and a conſi- 
derable village was formed in a few hours; but 
leſt Cortes ſhould be offended at this ſtep, he ſent 
to inform him that he ſtaid there, in order to be 
at hand to provide for his entertainment, and 
to ſupply his troops with proviſions. Though 
Cortes gueſſed his real intention, he took no no- 
tice of his ſuſpicions, and Pilpatoe continued to 
ſupply him with proviſions in great plenty. 
Mean while Teutile 

Metezuma with an account of what had hap- 
pened, with the pictures drawn by his order, 
and Cortes's preſent. 

Motezuma was provided with a great number 
of counters choſen from the ſwifteſt of the In- 
#ians, who werediſtributedalong all the principal 
roads of the kingdom, and rewards were paid 
out of the public treaſury to thoſe who firſt 
arrived at the appointed place. Theſe couriers 
were relieved at every town, which occaſioned. 
all diſpatches to be carried with ſurprizing ex- 

tion, and an anſwer was returned from Mexi- 
co within ſeven days, though the diſtance from 
that city to Juan de Ulua amounts to 69 leagues. 
Metezuma's meſſage to Cortes was brought by 


Teutile with that Prince's preſent, which was 


carried by 100 Indian, and conſiſted of very 
fine cotton robes and many curioſities formed of 
feathers, where the beautiful variety of the co- 
lours, was ſo mixed and diſpoſed by the {kill of 
the artiſt, that without making uſe of artificial 
colours, or. of the pencil, they formed curious 


pictures, and a very fine imitation of natural 


ob) ects. 


diſpatched meſſengers to. 
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objects. They alſo brought a great number of 


bows, arrows, and targets made of the fineſt 
wood; two large circular plates, the one of 
gold repreſenting the ſun; and the other of fil. 
ver with the figure of the moon; and a conſi- 
derable quantity of precious ſtones, pieces of 
gold, gold collars, rings, pendants, and other 
ornaments of the ſame metal in the ſhape of 
birds and beaſts, fo curiouſſy wrought, that the 
workmanſhip ſeemed to exceed the value of the 
metal. Theſe ſeveral articles being placed in 
order upon mats made of palm-tree leaves, 
Tentile turned to Cortes, and told him by the in- 
terpreters, that the great Emperor Motezuma 
had ſent him theſe things in return for his pre- 
ſent, and to ſhew how much he valued the 
friendſhip of the King his Sovereign; but it 
was neither convenient nor poſſible at that time 
to admit him to his court. Cortes returned 
thanks for the preſent, and anſwered that it was 
far from his deſign to be wanting in obedience 
to Motezuma, but that he could not diſhonour 
a King that was reſpected amongſt the greateſt 
Princes in the world, by returning without ful- 
filling his orders. 

Cortes now directed Franciſce de Montezo, one of 
his captains, to cruiſe with two veſlels along 
the coaſt, to take a view of the towns without 
landing, and to ſearch for ſome harbour where 
the ſhips might be better ſheltered from the 
winds. . 

Metezuma was at firſt incenſed at Cortes's per- 
ſeverance in his demand, and, in the firſt tranſ- 
ports of his reſentment, propoſed inſtantly to 
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deſtroy thoſe inſolent ſtrangers who preſumed 
to diſpute his will; but his rage no ſooner ſub- 
ſided, than it was ſucceeded by ſorrow and con- 
ſternation. He held private councils with his 
miniſters, public ſacrifices were offered in the 
temples, and ſuch marks of diſturbance and con- 
fuſion were viſible in his whole behaviour, that 
the people began to talk without reſerve of ſome 
ſigns and preſages, that were ſuppoſed to be in- 
- dications of the approaching ruin of the Empire. 

'The Empire of Mexico was then in its greateſt 
glory, having under its donfi..jon a prodigious 
extent of country, governed either by Motexu- 
ma in perſon, or by many petty Kings or Ca- 
ciques, who were his tributaries. It extended 
in length about 1500 miles, in ſome places it 
was 600 broad, and it was in general a popu- 
lous, plentiful and rich country. This Empire 
from a very ſmall beginning had riten to ſuch 
an height of power and greatneſs in little more 
than 130 years, during which time the Mexi- 
cans ſubdued all the neighbouring ſtates. They 
were at firſt governed by a military chief; but 
in the progreſs of their conqueſts, they choſe a 
King, and gave the ſupreme dominion to him 
who had the greateſt reputation for valour, with- 
out paying any other regard to hereditary ſuc- 
ceſſion, than that of preferring thoſe of the roy- 
al family, when they were not excelled by the 
merit of another competitor. 

The Emperor Morezuma, the ſecond of the 
name, and the eleventh ſovereign of Mexico, 
was of the royal blood. In his youth he had 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf in war, and obtained the 
reputation of a brave general, which, 3 
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with hisexerting the arts of popularity, had raiſe 
him to the throne by the unanimous voice of the 
people. He had reigned fourteen years when 
Cortes arrived on his coaſt, and is repreſented by 
the Spaniſh writers, perhaps to palliate the cru- 
elty of his conquerors, as one of the greateſt 
tyrants recorded in hiſtory. Tuan Grijalva, had 
landed in his dominions the year betore, and it 
is ſaid that about that time there happened 
many prodigies which were ſuppoſed to preſage 
the ruin of his Empire; ſuch as adreadful co- 
met appearing in the night, the lake of Mexico 
overflow'd its banks with great impetuoſity, 
though the weather was calm and dry, and the 
people even 1magined, that they heard lament- 
able voices in the air, foretelling the diſſolution 
of that Empire. "Theſe figns and portents, ſome 
of which were perhaps invented by the diſaffect- 
ed, made a very deep impreſſion on the mind 
of Motezuma, and diſturbed his counſellors to 
fuch a degree, that when they received a ſecond 
meſſage from Cortes, they concluded that they 
were utterly ruined. Some however imagined 
that the portents were fent as warnings to pre- 
vent their deſtruction, by putting them upon 
their guard: while others thought. the Spa- 
niardi ought to be received with the reſpect 
due to creatures of an. higher rank, who had 
given the moſt dreadful proofs of an amazing 
courage and invincible power, ſupported by the 
thunder and Irghtening of Heaven. Motezuma 
attended to their debates, and at length reſolved. 
to ſend another preſent to Cortes, with orders to 
leave the coaſt, and in caſe of his refuſal, to 
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levy a powerful. army, and to act againſt him 
with all his forces. 

While Metezuma's court was employed in 
theſe deliberations, Franci/co de Montejo, whom 
Cortes had ſent to examine the coaſt, returned 
from his cruiſe, having found at the diſtance 
of ſome leagues to rhe northward a town call- 
ed 2uiabiflan, ſituated in a fertile and well cul- 
tivated foil, near a bay, where the ſhips might 
ride at anchor in ſafety, under the ſhelter of 
ſome high rocks. This place was about twelve 
leagues diſtant from St. Juan de Ulua, and Cor- 
res was beginning to think of removing thither, 
when his reſolution was ſuſpended by the arrival 
of Teutile with the principal captains of his 
troops, who came to him burning incenſe in little 
perfuming pans, and, after the ceremony of fu- 
migation, produced Motezuma's ſecond preſent, 
whach conſiſted of the ſame particulars as thoſe 
of which the firſt had been compoſed, though 
in a ſmaller quantity, together with three green 
ſtones reſembling emeralds to be preſented to the 
King of Spain, as jewels of ineſtimable value. 
Theſe were delivered with expreſs orders to 
Cortes and his followers to leave the country 
without delay; but the. Spaniards ſtill inſiſting 
that they would ſee the Monarch in perſon, 
Teutile ftarted up with marks of anger and con- 
fuſion, and told Cortes that hitherto Motezume 
had treated him as a gueſt, and it would be his 
own fault if he was uſed as an enemy. He 
then without waiting for an anſwer abruptly 
departed, and was followed by Pilpatoe and the 
reſt of his attendants. 

Vor. I. - Cortes 
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Cortes immediately ordered the guards to be 
doubled, and the next day the Spaniardt had the 
mortification to find that the Indiant who inha- 
bited Pilpatoes cabins were retired ; that thoſe 
who uſed to bring them proviſions were gone, 
and that there was not an Indian to be ſeen, 
The apprehenſion of their wanting neceſſaries 
now raiſed a ſpirit of diſcontent among the ſol- 
diers, which was famented by ſome of them 
who were the friends of Yela/quez, who began 
to exclaim, that Cortes from meer ambition pur- 
ſued a raſh deſign, without a force proportioned 
to the undertaking, which would infallibly end 
in his deſtruction, as well as in that of his fol- 
lowers, unleſs they returned to Cuba to refit the 
fleet and reinforce the army. 

Cortes was well acquainted with theſe mur- 
murs, but. learning from his friends that the ma- 
jority were on his fide, he appeared before the 
malecontents, when Diego de Ordaz, in the name 
of the reſt, remonſtrated with ſome warmth, 
that as his forces were very unequal to the de- 
ſign of ſubduing a mighty Empire, it was 2 


time to return to Caba, where they might 


reinforced in ſuch a manner as would enable 
them to purſue this great deſign with ſome pro- 
bability of ſucceſs. : 

Cortes, though highly provoked at this ad- 
vice, which oppaſed all his ambitious views, 
replied with great compoſure, that thoſe who 
complained mult be weary of that uninterrupted 
ſucceſs, which had exceeded their higheſt hopes; 
their ſucceſs at Cozumel, and their victory at 
Tabaſco; but that he had no inclination: to lay the 
leaſt refiraint upon his ſoldiers, and fince they 
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were unwilling to proceed, he would immediate- 
ly prepare for their return to Cuba. He ſoon 
after gave directions for returning to that iſland, 
and ordered the captains to embark with their 
reſpective companies, that they might be ready 
to ſail the next morning: but this declaration 
was no ſooner made public than his emiſſaries, 
according to the directions they had received, 
an to exclaim with great warmth that Cortes 

had deceived them, by profeſſing that he was 
reſolved to make a ſettlement in that country, 
which notwithſtanding their unexpected ſucceſs, 
he was on the point of deſerting, and that if 
he had a mind to abandon the enterprize, he 
might with ſuch as were willing to follow him; 
for they ſhould ſoon find another gentleman who 
would aſſume the command. This clamour 
was fo artfully an__ that it brought over 
many of thoſe who had eſpouſed the contrary 
party, and they increaſed to ſuch a degree, that 
ſome of Corte“s friends were obliged to interpoſe, 
in order to put a ſtop to the Jifturbance they 
themſelves had raiſed. They commended the 
reſolution of theſe men, and offered to defire 
Cortes to ſuſpend the execution of his order, 
and without giving them time to cool, went 
directly to their general, attended by many of 
the ſoldiers, in whoſe preſence they told him 
in a high ftrain, that the troops were upon the 
point of mutinying on account of the order he 
ad given for their reimbarkation, which they 
ſuppoſed was contrary to the advice of their 
captains, and unworthy of the courage of Spa- 
niard;, who ought to. be overcome by no dif- 
fculties or dangers. 1 concealed the joy 
D 2 he 
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Cortes immediately ordered the guards to be 
doubled, and the next day the Spaziards had the 
mortification to find that the Indiant who inha- 
bited Pilpatoe's cabins were retired ; that thoſe 
who uled to bring them proviſions were gone, 
and that there was not an Indian to be ſeen, 
The apprehenſion of their wanting neceſſaries 
now raiſed a ſpirit of diſcontent among the ſol- 
diers, which was fomented by ſome of them 
who were the friends of Felaſguex, who began 
to exclaim, that Cortes from meer ambition pur- 
ſued a raſh deſign, without a force proportioned 
to the undertaking, which would infallibly end 
in his deſtruction, as well as in that of his fol- 
lowers, unleſs they returned to Cuba to refit the 
fleet and reinforce the army. 

Cortes was well acquainted with theſe mur- 
murs, but learning from his friends that the ma- 
jority were on his ſide, he appeared before the 
malecontents, when Diego de Ordaz, in the name 
of the reſt, remonſtrated with ſome warmth, 
that as his forces were very unequal to the de- 
ſign of ſubduing a mighty Empire, it was high 

time to return to Caba, where they might bd 
reinforced in ſuch a manner as would enable 
them to purſue this great deſign with ſome pro- 
bability of ſucceſs. ; 
- Cortes, though highly provoked at this ad- 
vice, which oppaſed all his ambitious views, 
replied with great compoſure, that thoſe who 
complained muſt be weary of that uninterrupted 
ſucceſs, which had exceeded their higheſt hopes; 
their ſucceſs at Cozumel, and their victory at 
Tabaſco; but that he had no inclination to lay the 
leaſt reftraint upon his ſoldiers, and ſince they 
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were unwilling to proceed, he would immediate- 
ly prepare for their return to Cuba. He ſoon 
after gave directions for returning to that iſland, 
and ordered the captains to embark with their 
reſpective companies, that they might be ready 
to ſail the next morning: but this declaration 
was no ſooner made public than his emiſſaries, 
according to the directions they had received, 
began to exclaim with great warmth that Cortes 
had deceived them, by profeſſing that he was 
reſolved to make a ſettlement in that country, 
which notwithſtanding their unexpected ſucceſs, 
he was on the point of deſerting, and that if 
he had a mind to abandon the enterprize, he 
might with ſuch as were willing to follow him; 
for they ſhould ſoon find another gentleman who 
would aſſume the n mand. This clamour 
was ſo artfully managed, that it brought over 
many of thoſe who had eſpouſed the contrary 
party, and they increaſed to ſuch a degree, that 
ſome of Corte;'s friends were obliged to interpoſe, 
in order to put a ſtop to the Jiſturbance they 
themſelves had raiſed. They commended the 
reſolution of theſe men, and offered to defire 
Cortes to ſuſpend the execution of his order, 
and without giving them time to cool, went 
directly to their general, attended by many of 
the ſoldiers, in whoſe preſence they told him 
in a high ſtrain, that the troops were upon the 
pou of mutinying on account of the order he 
ad given for their reimbarkation, which they 
ſuppoſed was contrary to the advice of their 
- captains, and unworthy of the courage of Spa- 
niard;, who ought to be overcome by no dif- 
ficulties or dangers. 92 concealed the joy 
D 2 he 
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he felt at the ſucceſs of his expedient, and cooly 
replied, that he had been miſinformed, that he 
would proceed with ſuch as were willing ; but 
would conſtrain nobody, and therefore would 
cauſe a ſhip to be provided for carrying back to 
Cuba thoſe who wanted the courage to follow 
him and his friends. This reply was received 
with acclamations of joy, and had ſuch an effect, 
that thoſe who were diſſatisfied carefully con- 
cealed their diſcontent, 


rana ann 
CHAP. Iv. | 


Cortes makes a Settlement, to which he gives the 
Name of Villa Rica de la Vera Cruz: Marches 
to Quiabiſlan, and in his way concludes an Al- 
liance with the Cacique of Zempoalla: He 
fiezes Motezuma's Commiſſaries ; forms a ſtrong 
Confederacy of the Indian Cacigues; builds the 
Town of Vera Cruz, and receives another Em- 


baſſy from Motezuma. 


COAT E $ had no ſooner put a ſtop to the 
diſſenſion which had ariſen among his peo- 
ple than he was viſited by five deputies from 
the Cacique of Zempoalla, a neighbouring pro- 
vince in the road to the place where he intend - 
ed to remove his quarters, who came to 
offer him the friendſhip and alliance of their 
maſter. They differed in their habit from the 
Mexican chiefs, though like them; they had 


rings in their ears and lips, to which hung 


jewels. Cortes gave them a very civil — 
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ordered them to be well treated, and was greatly 
pleaſed at hearing that the Zempoallans, though 
tributary to Motezama, were diflatisfied with his 
yoke, and repreſented him as a proud and cruel 
Prince: whence he foreſaw, that he ſhould be 
able to engage theſe people to facilitate his future 
ſucceſs. He therefore diſmiſſed the deputies 
with preſents, and with orders to aſſure the 
Cacique of his friendſhip, and of his paying 
him a viſit in his way to Quiabiſlan. 

Cortes, in order to diveſt himſelf of his uneaſy 
dependance upon Velaſguex, and to remove his 
want of legal authority, laid, in concert with 
his friends, the plan of a corporation to be eſ- 
tabliſhed in ſome place on the continent, and 
ſeveral perſons were choſen to fill the offices of 
government. Theſe immediately appointed a 
clerk of the council, with other inferior officers, 
and, having taken the accuſtomed oaths to a& 
according to the rules of juſtice, and their duty 
to God and the King, began to exerciſe their 
functions. The next morning the council bein 
aſſembled, under the pretence of conſulting the 
augmentation and preſervation of the ſettlement 
to be made, which was to have the name of 
Villa Rica de la Vera Crux, Cortes deſired admit- 
tance, to propoſe an affair relating to the pub- 
lic welfare. The council roſe up to receive 
him, and he paying his reſpects to the magiſ- 
tracy, went and took his = next to the firſt 
Regidore, and then laid open the reaſons which 
had induced him to diſapprove the commiſſion 
under which he had ated. He then threw upon 
the table what he had received from Diego 
Felaſquez; killed 8 truncheon; delivered it 
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into the hands of the Alcade, and then retired 
to his houſe, in the capacity of a private man, 
"The council according to a preconcerted agree - 


ment unanimouſly admitted of his reſignation, 


and with the ſame unanimity voted that he 
ſhould be appointed general of the army, and 
that they would make out a new commiſſion in 
the King's name, to be in force till they could 
know his Majeſty's pleaſure. Then the people 
being aſſembled by a public crier, were acquaint- 
ed with Cortes's reſignation, and the reſolution 
of the council ; at which they expreſſed uncom- 
mon joy, and immediately proceeded to Cortes's 
houſe, with the Alcades and Regidores, who 
informed him that the town of Villa Rica had 
in the name of Den Carlos King of Spain, and 
with the conſent and approbation of the inha- 
bitants in full council, choſen and appointed 
him general of the army in New Spain; and 
in cate#it were neceſſary, required and command- 
ed him to take upon him that office for the 
public good, and his Majeſty's ſervice, 

Cortes accepted of this poſt with great reſpect, 
and began to govern the troops with a kind of 
authority that ſecured the obedience of the 
ſoldiers. The friends of Yelaſquez, however, 
could not diſguiſe their vexation ; but reſented 
this alteration in a very indiſcreet manner; they 
endeavoured to invalidate the authority of the 
council; loudly inveighed againſt the ambition 
of Cortes; and began to raiſe a diſſenſion that 
ſcemed to threaten the ruin of the expedition, 
Upon this Cortes ordered Diego de Ordaz, Pedro 

E ſcudero, and Juan V 1 de Leon to be ſei- 


zed, carried on board the fleet, and put in 1 
7 
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This action ſtruck terror into the troops, and in 
order to improve it, he poſitively declared, that 
he would proceed againſt them as ſeditious per- 
ſons and diſturbers of the peace, and make them 
pay for their obſtinacy with the loſs of their 
heads. In this diſpoſition he continued ſeveral 
days, during which no body was allowed to vi- 
fit them : but afterwards their friends were ad- 1 
mitted, and among the reſt ſome of his conß- f 
dents, who found means to reduce them to rea- 1 
ſon. He then ſuffered himſelf to be pacified, 
and ſo effectually conciliated their affections, 
that they afterwards ſtood by him with unſhaken 
fidelity. 
Cortes now prepared for leaving this part of 
the country, and having ordered the ſhips to fail 
for the bay of Quiabiſlan reſolved to march thi- 
ther by land. In a few hours he reached the ri- 
ver of Zempoalla, which being very deep the 
troops croſſed it in canoes, and other veſſels be- 
longing to ſome fiſhermen, which they found on 
the ſhore, the horſes being obliged to ſwim. 
The army ſoon after arrived at ſome houſes in 
F the diſtrict of Zempoalla, which they found in- 
2 tirely abandoned, and without either furniture 
, or proviſions; though the natives left in their 
1 temples ſeveral idols, with knives made of 
* 
e 
n 


flint, and ſome miſerable remains of human 
victims. Here they firſt ſaw the Mexican books, 
three or four of which were in the temples, and 


it were ſuppoſed to contain the rites of their reli- 2 
ls 10n. Each was made of thin varniſhed cloth, 1 
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The Spaniards having placed proper guards, 
took up their quarters in the beſt houſes, and the 
next day continued their march ; but ſaw not one 
perſon during the whole morning, till entering 
ſome very agreeable meadows they diſcovered 
twelve Indians, who were coming in ſearch of 
Cortes, with a preſent of fowls and bread from 
the Cacique of Zempoalla, who invited him to 
tis town, where he had provided quarters for 
his troops. Cortes diſmiſſed fix of the Indians, 
with thanks for the hoſpitality of their Prince, 
and detained the reſt as guides to the town, which 
they told him was at the diſtance of a day's 
journey. At might they ſtaid in a ſmall village, 
where they were kindly cntertained by the in- 
habitants. 

ln the morning the troops marched towards 
Jeinpoalla, following their guides, though with 
all imaginable precaution, as Cortes ſtill doubted 
che lincerity of the Indians. Towards the 
evening, they were met by 20 Indians, who came 
trom the town to receive Cortes, with an apolo- 

zy from the Cacique, who was kept at home by 

a natural impediment. Zempoalla was a large 
city that afforded a beautiful proſpect; it 
was fitnated between two rivers; the buildings 
were of ſtone, whitened on the outſide with a 
ſort of ſhining lime, which at a diſtance had 
ſuch a noble effect, that one of the ſcouts re- 
turned in haſte to Cortes, crying aloud that the 
walls were of filver. At their entering it, the 
ſquares and ftreets were filled with a multitude of 
people drawn together by curioſity, and the Ca- 
cique himſelf appeared at the gate of his palace, 
ſupported 
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ſupported by ſome of his nobles, for he was ſo 
extremely fat, that he could not move without 
much difficulty. A mantle of fine cotton, en- 
riched with jewels, was thrown over his naked 
body, and he wore pendants in his ears and lips. 
On his approaching to ſalute Cortes, his unweildy 
appearance made it neceſſary for that General to 
put a ſtop to the laughter of his ſoldiers : he 
received Cortes in his arms, and welcomed both 
him and the reſt of the Captains in ſuch ſenſible 
expreſſions as created reſpect, and having deſired 
Cortes to repoſe himſelf after his journey, told 
him that he would viſit him at his lodgings, 
where they would converſe more at leiſure 
about their mutual intereſts. The troops then 
retired to the quarters provided for them in ſquare 
courts, furniſhed with a number of apartments, 
where they were plentifully accommodated with 
proviſions and other neceſſaries. 

The Cacique ſoon after ſent a preſent to Cortes 
of jewels, gold and other curioſities, to the va- 
lue of about 2000 pezoes, and followed this 
preſent in perſon, carried in a chair on the 
ſhoulders of the chief of his family, and attended 
by a ſplendid retinue. Cortes went out to re- 
ceĩve him, and retiring to a private apartment 
with him and the interpreters, expatiated upon 
the grandeur of the King of Spain, and the er- 
rors of idolatry; telling him that the deſign 
of his coming with his valiant troops, was to 
redreſs wrongs, to puniſh violence, and to vin- 
dicate the cauſe of reaſon and juſtice, He art- 
fully touched on this ſubjeR, in order to draw 
him to complain of Motezuma, that he might 

diſcover 
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diſcover what advantages he might expect ts 
reap from his reſentment againſt that Prince; 
and indeed, the words were no ſooner pronounced 
than he began to utter his complaints, and to 
obſerve that the neighbouring Caciques groaned 
under the tyranny of Motezuma, who oppreſſed 
his tributaries, and cauſed himſelf to be adored by 
his ſubjects, as if he had been one of their Gods: 
and concluded with obſerving, that he did not. 
wiſh to engage Cortes in a quarrel with ſuch a 
potent Emperor, whoſe power was irreſiſtible. 
Cortes immediately reply'd, that while he had 
juſtice on his ſide he ſhould pay but little regard 
to Meotetzuma's power: but that he was on his 
march to Qsiabiſſan, where the injured and op- 
preſſed ſhould find him ready to redreſs - their 
wrongs, and that in the mean time he might aſ- 
ſure his friends and confederates, that he would 
willingly undertake their defence. In ſhort, hav- 
ing continued the converſation for ſome time, 
the Cacique took his leave highly ſatisfied, while 
Cortes was equally pleaſed at the proſpet᷑t of 
8 his intereſt by ſuch a powerful al- 
ance, 
When the troops were ready to march, th 
found 400 Indians provided to carry their bag 
gage and provifions, and to help to conduct the 
artillery, Theſe carriers were called Tamenes, 
and were able to travel five or ſix leagues in a 
day, with three-quarters of a hundred weight 
on their backs. The country they now entered 
was fertile and pleaſant, a part of it was laid 
out in corn fields, and the reſt covered with 
trees. They ſtaid all night at a little village 
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they found deſerted, and the next morning ar- 
rived at 2uiabiſian, a town ſtrongly ſituated up- 


on a rock with the avenues to it narrow and 


ſteep. But though this place was naturally 
ſtrong they entered it without oppoſition, nor 
did they perceive any perſan till, coming to a 
ſquare in which the Indian Temples were placed, 
fourteen or fifteen of the natives handſomely 
adorned with feathers came out to meet them. 
Cortes encouraged them by his affability, and 
gave them ſome glaſs beads, when recovering 
their ſpirits, they informed him that their Ca- 
cique had retired in order to avoid a war, as he 
neither choſe to deny them admittance, nor to 
truſt his perſon among armed troops that were 
intirely unknown to him, and that the inhabi- 
tants could not be prevented from following his 
example; but that as ſoon as they ſhould be fen- 
ſible of the goodneſs of ſuch gueſts, they would 
return to their houſes, and eſteem it their happi- 
neſs to ſerve and obey them. Cortes gave them 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of his friendſhip, and 
while they were gone with the news, gave ſtrict 
orders to the ſoldiers, to behave with great civility 
to theſe Indians, who ſoon ſhewed the confidence 
they placed in the Spaniards; for ſome families 
returned that very night, and in a little time the 
town was filled with its inhabitants. 

Some time after the Cacique himſelf returned, 
and was introduced by the Cacique of Zempoalla, 
both of whom were carried on men's ſhoulders, 
and the latter, made a handfome excuſe for hzs 
friend. Phe converſation turned upon the ty- 
ranny of Marexuma, whom they repreſented as 
a monſter, who not only impoveriſhed G_—_ 
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the tribute he demanded, but robbed them of 
their wives and daughters, with whoſe blood he 
ſtained the altars of his Gods, after having ſacri- 
ficed their honour to more ſhameful purpoſes. 
In the midſt of their diſcourſe they were in- 
terrupted by the entrance of two or three x- 
dians, who ſeemed in a great fright, and whiſper- 
ing the Caciques, put them in ſuch confuſion, 
that they changed colour, and haſtily retired. 
The cauſe of this diſorder was inſtantly known; 
for ſix Commiſſaries from Motezuma were ſeen 
paſſing before the quarters of the Spaniards, 
richly adorned with feathers and pendants of 
gold, and attended by a number of inferior 
officers and ſervants, who cooled them with fans, 
made of feathers. Cortes went to the gate to 
ſee them, when they paſſed by without paying 
him the leaſt reſpect, and with ſuch a contemp- 
tuous look, that the ſoldiers would have imme- 
diately chaſtized them, had they not been re- 
ſtrained by their General, who contented him- 
ſelf with ſending Marina with a ſufficient guard, 
to know the cauſe of their coming. By this 
means he underſtood that the commiſſaries, after 
having ſeated themſelves in the Town-houſe, ſum- 
moned the Caciques to appear before them, and 
having ſharply reprimanded them for preſuming 
to entertain the Emperor's enemies, demanded 
over and above the ordinary tribute, twenty In- 
dans to be ſacrificed to their Gods; as an atone» 
ment for their crime. Cortes no ſooner received 
. this intelligence, than he ordered ſome ſoldiers 
to bring the Caciques without noiſe, and telling 
them, that he knew the inhuman purpoſe of the 
Commiſſaries, which he would not ſuffer them 
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to obey, he deſired them to aſſemble their peo- 
ple, to ſeize the Mexicans, and to leave the reſt 
to his conduct. 

The Caciques at firſt refuſed to comply with 
this bold command, till Cortes repeating his 
order in a peremptory manner, they went and 
executed it; and having ſeized Motezuma's mi- 
niſters, put them in a kind of pillory in 
their priſons, to the great ſatisfaction of the 


people, who demanded that they ſhould either 


die the death of traitors, or be inſtantly ſa- 
crificed to their Gods. Cortes however refuſed 
to grant this requeſt, and having ſecured them, 
by a guard of Spaniſh ſoldiers, retired to his 
quarters, in order to contrive ſome method of 
extricating himſelf from the difficulty in which 
he was involved. He was unwilling to come to 
an open rupture with Motezuma, and yet thought 
it neceſſary to ſupport the party he had already 
formed againſt that Prince, in order to have 
their aſſiſtance, in caſe he ſhould happen to want 
it. In confequence of theſe reflections, he, at 
midnight, ſent privately for two of the priſoners, 
whom he treated in a very obliging manner, 
told them they were at liberty, and as he had 
reſtored their freedom, they might aſſure their 
Prince that he would ſpeedily endeavour to re- 
leaſe the reſt of their companions, and to make 
the Caciques ſenſible of their fault. The Mex:- 
cans heard this declaration with equal joy and 
aſtoniſhment, but durſt not ſet out on their jour- 
ney, for fear of being killed or taken by the way; 
the Spaniſh ſoldiers were therefore ordered to con- 
duct them to the bay, and one of the ſhip's boats 
carried them beyond the diſtrict of Zempoalla. 
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The next morning the Caciques came to 
Cortes, and expreſſing great concern at the 
eſcape of the priſoners, he received the news 
with the appearance of much ſurprize and 
vexation ; but propoſed, in order tq prevent 
ayy accident of the hke kind for the future, 
to take care of the reſt himſelf, and imme. 
diately ordered them to be carried on board the 
fleet, giving private directions for their being 
civilly entertained. Thus without loſing the 
confidence of the Caciques, he conferred an obs 
ligation upon Motezuma, the greatneſs of whoſa 
power made him unwilling to provoke his re- 
ſentment. 

The moderation with which the Spaniards be- 
haved towards their allies, was quickly made 
known to the neighbouring diſtricts, and in a 
few days, Cortes was viſited by above thirty Ca- 
ciques of the mountains within ſight of Quia- 
biflan, where were numerous ſettlements of 2 
rude people called Totonagues, who were remark- 
able for their ſtrength, activity, and courage: 
theſe ſwore to be faithful to the King of Spaiz, 
and offered to aſſiſt Cortes againſt Motezuma, with 
an incredible number of armed Fndians. 

Cortes now reſolved to ſettle the corporation 
of Villa Rica de la Cruz, which had hitherto 
moved with the army; for which purpoſe he 
pitched upon a plain between Quiabiſſan and the 
ſea, where the ſoil was extremely fertile, well 
watered with rivers, and abounded with trees, 
that were commodiouſly ſituated for the cutting 
of timber for building. hk tos. with laying 
the foundation of a church, the Spaniards, 
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deing aſſiſted by their Indian friends, both that 
and the houſes were ſoon erected; for the officers, 
and even Cortes himſelf, ſet an example to the 
reſt, by performing the moſt difficult work; by 
which means the town was {Hon compleated, 
and encompaſſed with a mud wall, ſufficient to 
defend it againſt all the methods of attack uſed 
by the Iadiant. 

In the mean time Motezama being informed 
that the Cacique of Zempoalla, whoſe fidelity 
was ſuſpected, had adiaitted the ſtrangers into 
kis town, reſolved not only to chaſtize this re- 
bellious tributary, but to march in perſon again 
the Spaniards, whom we are told, he deſtined as 
a ſactifice to his Gods. But his preparations for 
this enterprize were ſuſpended by the arrival of 
Thetwo Indiant, who had been teleaſed by Cortes. 
The# pave an account of their impriſonment; 
of their owing their liberty to the Captain of 
the ſtrangers; of his courteous treatment, and 
the meſſage he had ordered them to deliver; 
upon which Motexuma's anger was mitigated, 
and he refolved to have again tecourſe to a ne- 
gotiation, in order to endeavour to divert Cortes 
from his defign. 

The Mexican Ambaſſadors arrived juſt as the 
new ſettlement and fortreſs of Vera Crux was 

eated. Theſe were two young men who 

were the Emperor's nephews, attended by four 
ancient Caciques, who were to ſerve as Coun- 
ſellors. They had a ſplendid retinue, and the 
preſent, which conſiſted of gold, feathers and 

| cotton, was valued by the Spaniards at 2000 
| pieces of eight. They told Cortes that the Em- 
8 peror had determined to chaſtiſe the — 
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till the account he had received of his behaviour 
had induced him to ſuſpend his vengeance; that 
he however hoped he would ſoon quit that country, 
ſince the obſtacles which oppoſed his coming to 
court, were in their own nature inſurmountable. 
Cortes, according to his uſual cuſtom, received 
the preſents made him by the Emperor, with 
great reſpe&, and ordering the four impriſoned 
officers to be brought aſhore, delivered them to 
the ambaſſadors; obſerving, that he was highly 
pleaſed at having ſuch an opportunity of ſhew- 
ing his regard to the Emperor. That he thought 
the inſolence of the Caciques in ſome meaſure 
excuſable, from the extravagant behaviour of 
the officers themſelves, who, not ſatished with 
the uſual tribute, had the inhumanity to demand 
twenty Indians for their ſacrifices. That. he 
thought himſelf obliged to the Caciques for ad- 
mitting and entertaining him in their territories, 
and therefore could not help interceding with 
Motezuma in their behalf; eſpecially as they, to- 
gether with the Caciques of the mountains, were 
now in a peculiar manner under his protection; 
that he would communicate the particulars of 
his embaſſy when he ſhould appear in the Em- 
peror's preſence, and that no impediments or 
danger ſhould prevent his receiving that favour. 
With this reſolute anſwer, and ſome preſents to 
the Ambaſſadors, and others for Motezuma, he 
diſmiſſed them, greatly diſſatisfied at his obſti- 
nacy: while this circumſtance heightened the ad- 
miration of the Indians, who were aſtoniſhed at 
ſeeing the haughty Motezuma ſollicit his friend- 
ſhip with ſuch preſents, | 
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Cortes ts prevailed upon by falſe Pretences to en- 
gage in an Expedition againſt the Inhabitants of 
Zimpazingo. He demolifhes the Idols of Zem- 
poalla, and returns to Vera Cruz; wherea 


Conſpiracy being formed againſt him, he orders 
the Ships to be ſunk. 


Short time after this event, the Cacique of 


Zempoalla came to Vera Cruz, and told 


Cortes, that the time was now come for him to 
protect his country againſt the Mexicans, who 
had arrived at Zimpazingo, whence they made 
excurſions into his diſtrict, deſtroying the corn- 
fields, and committing other acts of hoſtility. 
Cortes thought himſelf obliged to ſupport his new 
allies, and that it would not become him to ſuf- 
fer the inſolence of the Mexicans, in a manner 
within his fight. He therefore deſired the Ca- 
cique to provide Indiaus to carry his baggage, 
and draw his artillery ; which being done, he ſet 
out at the head of 400 Spaniards, leaving the 
reſt in the fortreſs of Vera Cruz, On his paſſing 
by Zempoalla, he was joined by 2000 armed In- 
dians, aſfembled by the Cacique, to ſerve under 
him in this expedition. The ſame night he quar- 
tered his troops three leagues from Zimpaxingo, 
and the next day in the afternoon diſcovered the 
town ſituated on the top of a ſmall hill among 
great rocks, which concealed part of the build- 


linge, and rendered it difficult of acceſs. 
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The Spaniards with much fatigue paſſed over 
the rocks, without meeting with the leaſt re- 
ſiſtance; but juſt as they were preparing to attack 
the town in ſeveral places at once, eight ancient 
Prieſts appeared, cloathed in black mantles 
chat reached to the ground, the upper part 
was gathered about the neck, and a piece hung 
losſe in the form of a hood; they had long 
hair which was clotted, and their hands and faces 
ſtained, with the blood of human ſacrifices. 
Theſe men approached the General with marks 
of the moſt humble ſubmiſſion, and ſoon con- 
vinced him that he had been impoſed upon; 
| fince Motezuma's troops had retired ſome time 

before, and that this was only an artifice of his 
allies who were their inveterate enemies, in or- 
der to make him the mſtrument of their deſtruc- 
tion. Cortes being provoked at the deceit, or- 
dered the Captains Olizo and Aluerado to march 
with their companies, and aſſemble the Indians, 

who had advanced before to get into the town. 
They were now buſy in plundering it, and making 
priſoners, and being brought into his preſence, 
loaded with booty, and followed by the miſerable 
inhabitants crying aloud for juſtice, he command- 
ed them to deliver up the goods to the Prieſts, that 

they might reſtore them to the proper owners. 
Then called for the Zempoallan Captains, told 
chem with a threatening voice, that they had for- 
| er their lives by their preſumption, in en- 
him, by deceit, to compaſs their 1 

wever he ſuffered himſelf to be appeaſed 

the interceſſion of his own officers, whom he had 
deſore inſtructed for that purpoſe, though, 11 
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deed, he did not dare to puniſh them, for fear 
of lofing the friendſhip of his new allies. Hav- 
ing thus reprimanded the Zempoallans he ordered 
them to lodge without the town, while he 
himſelf entering it with the Spanardi, was re- 


ceived with the applauſes due to a deliverer, and 


viſited by the Cacique, with others in that neigh- 
bourhood, who voluntarily acknowledged them- 
ſelves ſubject to the King of Spain. He now 
formed a ſcheme for reconciling theſe Indians, 
and the Zempoallans, which he had the happi- 
neſs to effect; and having made them friends, 
he returned to Vera Crux, leaving his reputation 
and intereſt highly advanced by the iſſue of this 
expedition, which he had too creduloufly under- 
taken; and thus, like a conſummate politician, 


he made even his very errors contribute to his 
grand deſign. 


In his march back to Zempoalla, he paſſed by 


two tows belonging to thoſe who were newly 
entered into the confederacy, when he obſerved 
a ſoldier ſteal a couple of hens, at which he was 
ſo provoked, that he ordered him to be inftantly 
hanged ; but permitted Peter Alverado to cut him 
down with his ſword before he was dead. 

On his return, he found the Cacique of Zem- 
poalla waiting for him at ſome diſtance from the 
town, with a large quantity of proviſions for the 
refreſhment of the army; when obſerving that 
chief appear aſhamed of his conduct, he aſſured 
him that he had laid aſide his diſpleaſure, and 
they having entered the town together, the Ca- 


' eique made him a preſent of eight of the moſt 


beautiful virgins, who were of good ann: 
ey 
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they were adorned with gold necklaces and pen- 
dants, and attended by ſeveral women ſervants. 
Seven of theſe the Cacique allotted for the Cap- 
tains, and the other being his own niece, he re- 
commended as a wife to Cortes, in order that 
their friendſhip might be ſtrengthened by the 
ties of blood. Ihe General returned him thanks, 
and let him know that it was unlawful for a Spa- 
ziard to marry any woman who was an idolater, 
and took this opportunity of declaring againſt 
their idolatry and ſuperſtition. 

Soon after the Zempoallans aſſembled on one of 
their moſt ſolemn feſtivals, in order to offer human 
ſacrifices, which were performed with horible 
ceremonies; when the wretched victims being 
cut to pieces were fold to the people as ſacred 
food. Cortes being ſoon informed of this affair, 
was filled with indignation, and forgetting every 
other motive, ordered the Cacique and princi- 
pal Indians who attended him tobe brought be- 
fore him, and with them proceeded to the Tem- 
ple, followed by his troops. The Prieſts being 
informed of his approach, immediately ran to 
the gate, and with loud and hideous outcries 
called the people to the defence of their Gods, 
At which ſome armed [rdians poſted themſelves 
in the avenues of the temple; when Cortes ſee- 
ing the inhabitants aſſembled in great numbers, 
ordered Marina to tell them aloud, that the firſt 
arrow they ſhould let fly, he would order the 
throat of the Cacique and all the principal Ja- 
dians in his power to be cut, and then puniſh 
their preſumption- with fire and ſword. The 


Cacique trembled at this dreadful menace, and 


com- 
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commanding them to lay down their arms and 
retire, they obeyed with the utmoſt expedition. 
Cortes then began to declaim againſt the bar- 
barity and abſurdity of their religion, and at 
length propoſed to the {xdiaxs, that they them- 
ſelves ſhould aſcend the ſteps, and overthrow the 
Idols with their own hands: but proſtrating them- 
ſelves upon the ground, they declared with tears 
and the moſt dreadful lamentations, that they 
would ſuffer all the extremeſt tortures he could 
invent, rather than be guilty of committing ſuch 
an impious ſacrilege. But giving the fame com- 
mand to his ſoldiers, the Idols were in an in- 
ſtant thrown down and broken to pieces; while 
the [ndians ſtood motionleſs with horror, every 
mament expecting to ſee the immediate ven- 
eance of heaven fall on theſe impious men; 

t at length perceiving that they remained un- 
hurt, and that the Gol: were unable to defend 1 
themſelves, their horror ſubſided, and changed 2 
into ſuch contempt, that they themſelves joined 
with the Spaniardi in burning the fragments of 
their Idols; and the next day maſs was cele- 
brated in that very temple. 

The Spaniards now returned to Vera Cruz; 
and on the day they reached that new colony, 
a veſſel arrived from Cuba, commanded by Fran- 
ciſco de Salcedo, which brought Captain Luis Mar- 
tin, ten ſoldiers, and two horſes. By theſe gen- 
tlemen the General was informed, that Yela/quez 
had obtained the title of King's Lieutenant of the 
aſland of Cuba, with a commiſſion to trade and 
make ſettlements in the new diſcovered coun- 
tries, and that he was reſolved to put a ſtop to 

| Cortes's 
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Cortes s proceedings: Upon this informations 
the latter was determined to lay the affair before 
the king; at his deſire the Council of Vrra Crux 
wrote a particular account of the expedition, and 
of Velaſpuea injurious behaviour towards him; 
beſeeching his Majeſty, in conſideration of his 

t merit, to grant him the commiſſion of 
Captain-general, that he might exert. himſelf 
in the ſervice of his country, without having 
any dependance on the Governor of Cuba. 
While Corres himſelf, in another letter, explained 
his reaſons for hoping that he ſhould be able 
to reduce the whole empire of Mexico to his 
Majeſty's obedience, Theſe diſpatches were 
committed to Alonzo Hernandes Portacarrero and 
Franciſco Mentejo: but Cortes thinking that the 
fifth part of the gold they had collected would 
be but a trifling preſent for the King, prevailed 
with the officers and ſoldiers to refign their ſhares, 
and accordingly the above officers embarked for 
Spain on the 16th of Fuly 15 19, with the gold, 
zewels, and curioſities, together with ſome u- 
diant, who voluntarily contented to perform the 
voyage; and with a particular preſent from Her- 
zani to his father Martin Cortes. 

Theſe depatics had. been but juſt ſent to Spain, 
when ſome of the friends of 7e/a/qmez privately 
concerted the means of eſcaping to Caba, in or- 
der to give intelligence to Velaſquez of theſe pro- 
ceedingsz for which purpoſe they had ſecured 
one of the veflels, and laid in proviſions for the 
voyage; but in the very night when they were 
going to embark, one of the accomplices went to 
Corres, and informed him 2 
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when the latter took his meaſures with ſuch ſuc- 
ceſs, that he ſeized all the perſons concerned; 
who being brought to their trial, two of the 
ringleaders were condemned to be hanged, two 
others were ordered to be whipt as old offenders, 
che principal mariner of the ſhip was ſentenced 
to loſe one af his feet, and the reſt were par- 
goned. Corte, had no ſooner ſigned the warrant 
Sor their execution, than he ſet out for Zempoalla, 
to prevent his being ſollicited to pardon the prin- 
cipal offenders. 

Cortes being very much diſturbed at this con- 
_ which might again break out ſo as to 
iſconcert his whole ſcheme, formed a reſolution, 
that at once evinced the greatneſs and intrepi- 
dity of his mind: this was to deſtroy the ſhips, 
that the ſaldiers being deprived of all means of 
eſcape, might act with greater ardour and unani- 
mity, from their having no other choice but ta 
conquer or die. Having communreated this im- 
rtant ſcheme to his confidents, they exerted 
themſelves amongſt the foldiers in ſuch a man- 
ner, that they themſelves went to perſuade him 
to agree to it, and among other arguments urg- 
ed, that there being 100 mariners on board, they 
would greatly add to their ſtrength, and bear a 
part of all their fatigues. Cortes ſeemed con- 
vinced by their reaſons, and a public inſtrument 
was drawn up by a notary, by which piece of 
ſubtlety he was ſaved from being under the ob- 
ligation of paying for the ſnips, the whole army 
being equally bound for the payment of them. 
This being done, orders were given for bringing 
on ſhore the iron work, anchors, ſails, and every 
thing that might be of uſe, and then to fink them 


all, 
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all, except the boats, which were reſerved for 
fiſhing. 

But no ſooner had Cortes taken this extraordi- 
nary ſtep, than all the advantage of it ſeemed 
to be deſtroyed by an accident that could not 
poſſibly be foreſeen, and which it was therefore 
impoſſible for him to avoid. This was the ar- 
rival of a ſmall ſquadron upon the coaſt, of 
which he received advice by an expreſs from 
Jan de Eſcalant. He immediately went to 
Vera Crux, and at his arrival perceived one of 
the veſſels at anchor at a conſiderable diſtance 
from the ſhore, where were landed three Spa- 
xiards, one of whom was a public notary. Cortes 
went to them with a ſmall party, when the no- 
tary delivered to him a writing, which contained 
in ſubſtance, that the Governor of Jamaica laid 
claim to a part of that country, and therefore 
ſent to inform Cartes, that he was not to make a 
ſettlement there. Cortes declined taking the pa- 
per, and very mildly told him, that it would be 
better if Captain Pineda, who he underſtood was 
the commander of the ſquadron, would come on 
ſhore, in order that they might adjuſt the affair 
in an amicable manner; but the notary refufing 
to carry this meſſage, and inſiſting in a diſre- 
ſpectful manner, upon having a direct anſwer to 
his notification, Cortes ordered them to be ſeiz- 
ed, and then waited all night behind a ſand- 
hill near the ſhore, in hopes that others would 


land from the ſhip. But finding that no body 


came, he directed three of his men to put on 
the priſoners cloaths, and to go down to the ſea 
ſide, where they were to make ſignals with their 
cloaks. In conſequence of this ſtratagem a 

boat 
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beat came off from the ſhip with twelve men 
well armed, which being perceived by Cortes's 
ſoldiers, they retired under a tree, and four men 
landing from the boat with an Indian, advanced 
towards them, without having the leaſt doubt 
of their being their own people. By which 
ſtratagem he alſo got theſe into his hands; when 
the boats crew ſeeing what had happened, rowed 
back to the veſſel, which ſoon after weighed an- 
chor and ſtood to ſea. Theſe men readily inliſted. 
in the ſervice, and Cortes returned to Zempoalla 
with a ſmall recruit of ſeven Spaniards, which 
was then eſteemed a very conſiderable reinforce- 
ment. 
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Cortes begins his March for Mexico; Plays ſe- 
weral Days at Zocothlan and Xacazingo; /erds 

Ambaſſadors to Tlaſcala; but his Propoſals of 
Peace being rejected, fights an obſlinate Battle 
with the Tlaſcalans. Xicotencal, General of 

the Tlaſcalans, attacks the Spaniſh Quarters by 
Night; but is diveſted of his Command, and the 
Tlaſcalans /ue for Peace, 


N a few days after Cortes's return to Zempo- 
alla, he drew up the army, forming a body 

of Spaniards for the van-guard, and another of 
Indians for the rear, commanded by three Ca- 
ciques of the mountains; the ſtrongeſt of the car- 
riers were reſerved for drawing the artillery, the 
reſt were loaded with the baggage, and having 
Vor. II. F appointed 
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appointed an advanced party to reconnoitre, 
they began their march towards Mexico, on me 
16th of Auguſt 1519, and in their way were gre: 
kindly entertained ' at Jalapa, Socochima, and whe 
Texucla, towns belonging to the confederates, in 0; 
each of which places they erected a croſs, while ON e 
Cortes exhorted the people to forbear offering hi 
human ſacrifices. They now entered upon the ſelf, 
rough part of the mountains, where they were 
obliged to march for three days over rocks and 
precipices, in very cold and rainy weather, with- atte 
out any thing ta ſhelter themſelves from the in- the 
clemency of the air. Juſt as they reached the his 
ſummit, their proviſions began to fail: they obſe 
there found a temple, and a large quantity of foot 
wood, but made no ſtay, as they obſerved ſome gro: 
villages on the other ſide of the mountain, to mofi 
which they haſted with as much expedition as 
poſlible. 

They now entered into the large and popu- 
lous province of Zocathlax,: where in a valley at mies 
the foot of a mountain, was a city of the ſame crifi 
name, in which the Cacique reſided. Cortes ſent C 
two Zempoallans to inform this Prince of his ar- court 
rival, who ſoon returned with a favourable an- of 1 
ſwer. The Cacique came out of the city with feem 
a great retinue, and received the General with a pliec 
kind of forced civility. The Spaziards here ma's 
found very incommodious quarters, and only a peac 
ſmall quantity of proviſions. Cortes however con- thew 
cealed his reſentment, in order to give that Prince but 
no opportunity of engaging him in hoſtilities able 
æhat would inevitably obſtruct his march. he ic 


The fixe ; 
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The next day the Cacique viſited Cortes at his 


guarters, when the latter received him with 
great civility, and among other queſtions, aſked 
whether he was ſubject to the Emperor of Mexi- 
co; when the other replied, is there any man up- 
on earth, who is not a flave to Motezuma ! T'o 
which Cortes ſcornfully replied, That he him- 
ſelf, and thoſe who accompanied him, obeyed 
another King, who had many ſubjects more pow- 
erful than Moteauma. But the Cacique, without 
attending to theſe words, proceeded to diſplay 
the grandeur of his Emperor, the provinces under 
his dominion, he ſaid, were innumerable, and 
obſerved that he had many Lords who ſerved bare- 
foot in his palace, with their eyes fixed on the 
ground; adding, that he reſided in the largeſt, 
moſt beautiful, and ſtrongeſt city in the univerſe, 
founded in the midſt of lakes. He then expa- 
tiated upon the immenſity of his riches, the 
ſtrength of his armies, and the miſery of his ene- 
mies, above 20, ooo of whom were annually ſa- 
crificed on the altars of his Gods. 
Cortes eaſily diſcovered the intent of his diſ- 
courſe, which had been dictated by the court 
of Mexico, to deter him from proceeding; but 
ſeeming not to penetrate into has deſign, he re- 
plied, that he was already informed of Motezu- 


ma's grandeur, and that his Embaſly being 


peaceable, his men were appointed rather to 
mew his authority, than as a martial guard; 
but yet the moſt inconſiderable Spaniard was 
able to overthrow a whole army of Indians. That. 
he ſought for peace; but if he was compelled to 

engage in war, he would deftroy his enemies with. 
ſire and {word ; for n would aſſiſt him * 
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her prodigies, and Heaven with its lightening. 
This rodomontade had a ſurprizing effect, and 
the Cacique was ſo over-awed hy it, that he 
entirely altered his conduct, and ſupplied the Spa- 
niards with proviſions in great plenty, during the 
five days Cortes ſtaid there, he even treated him 
with a prodigious reſpect, made him a preſent 
of four female ſlaves, and offered to give him 
twenty noble Indians for guides to his army. 
Cortes now proceeded on his march to the pro- 
vince of Tlaſcala, that bordered upon Zocathlan, 
and for ſeveral days nothing conſiderable hap- 
pened: but afterwards hearing that the whole 
country was in arms, he reſolved to halt at a 
{mall town called Xacazings, till he ſhould be 
better informed of their deſigns. 

The province of Naſcala was about 50 leagues 
in circumference, and though the land was moun- 
tainous and uneven, it abounded with inhabi- 
tants. The capital was built upon different 
eminences. The people at firſt was governed 
by Kings, till growing weary of their tyranny, 
they ſhook off the yoke, and formed themſelves 
into a commonwealth. Tke towns were divided 
into a certain number of diſtricts, each of which 
ſent a repreſentative. to Tla/cala, where they 
formed a ſenate, whoſe reſolutions were obeyed 
by the whole province. Under this form of 
government, they had long ſupported themſelves 
againſt the Emperors of Mexico, and were then 
at their higheſt pitch of power; for Motezuma's 
cruelty had increaſed the number of their con- 
federates, among whom was a warlike nation, 
called the Otomies, equally famed for their bar- 
harity and their valour. 


To 
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To this republic Cortes ſent four of the prin- 
cipal Zempoallans, who were fully inſtruſted by 
Aguilar and Marina, how to addreſs the Senate, 
in demanding a paſſage for the Sp] through 
their territories. They inftantly put on the ap- 
pearance of Ambaſſadors, each wearing on his 
thoulder a wreathed cotton tippet knotted at the 
ends; in the right hand a large arrow, and on the 
left arm a target, formed of tortoiſe- ſnell. Up- 
on theſe occaſions, when the purport of the em- 
baſſy was war, the feathers of the arrow were 
red; but when their errand was peace, they were 
white. By theſe ſymbols the Ambaſſadors were 
known and reſpected on the high roads; but if 
they turned aſide they forfeited their privileges. 

Cortes's four envoys on their entering T /a/- 
cala, were conducted to a houſe ſet apart for the 
reception of Ambaſſadors, and the next day 
brought into the Senate, the members of which 
roſe from their little chairs to bid them welcome. 
As the Ambaſſadors entered, they held up their 
arrows on high. and wore their tippets on their 
heads, as a mark of extraordinary veneration; 
then paying their reſpects to the Senate, they 
proceeded flowly to the middle of the hall, where 
they kneeled with their eyes fixed upon the 
; pr continuing ſilent till the eldeſt Senator 

eſired them to declare their buſineſs. They 
then ſeated themſelves upon their hams, and he 
who was choſen the Orator, expreſſed himſelf to 
the following purpoſe ; ©* Noble Republic, Va- 
« liant Tlafcalans, your friends and allies the 
«© Lord of Zempoalla, and the Mountain Ca- 
* ciques, wiſhing you health, abundance, and 
« de deſtruction of your enemies, ſend us to 
F 3 « inform 
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inform you, that an invincible race of mem 
« are come from the Eaſt, who ſeem to be 
«© more than human; for they ſail upon palaces, 
% and weild the thunder and lightening. Yet 
«« they worſhip an almighty Being who is offend- 
« cd at human ſacrifices. The General is Am- 
, ** baſſador from a mighty Prince, who deſires to 
« reform the abuſes of our country, and repreſs 
« the tyranny of Motexuma. He has already 
« reſcued our provinces from oppreſſion; and 
«© as he means to paſs through your territories 
« in his way to Mexico, he defires to be inform- 
« ed of your prievances, that he may redreſs 
«« your wrongs. We have experienced his va- 
flour, and in the name of. our Caciques and 
« confederates,, defire you to entertain theſe: 
« ſtrangers.” The ſpeech being concluded, the 
four Indians raiſed themſelves upon their knees, 
and making a profound reverence to the Senate,, 
ſeated themſelves again, expecting an anſwer. 
After a ſhort conference, the Senators told the 


Ambaſſadors, that they gratefully received the 


ſalutation of the confederates; but muſt delibe 
rate upon the anſwer to be returned to the 
ſtrangers. The Indians then retired to their lodg- 
ing, when Cortes's demand produced very ob- 
ſtinate debates, ſome inſiſting upon repelling 
him by force of arms, and others propoſing a 
compliance with his requeſt. The chief of 
thoſe who eſpouſed pacific ſentiments was an 


old Senator named Magiſcatæen, a perſon of 


great. authority in the republic, who reminded 
them of a prophecy, that an invincible race of 
wen would come from the Eaſt, with ſuch do- 

a munion. 
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minion over the elements, that they ſhould form 
floating cities upon the ſeas, and uſe fire and 
air to ſubdue the earth. Theſe ſtrangers he al- 
ledged were certainly the people foretold. They 
came from the Eaſt : their arms were fire, they 
dwelt in floating houſes, and by their actions in 
Tabaſco proved themſelves invincible. He al- 
ledged that their arrival was predicted by ſignals 
from Heaven, which it were impious to diſre- 
gard. That they had aſſiſted their allies, and 
only deſired a paſſage through their country, 
which they could not refuſe without being guilty 
of incivility to thoſe who had never injured 
them, and without diſzeſpeCt to their allies, by 

whom they were ſo warmly recommended. 
Magiſcatzen's ſpeech was received with ap- 
plauſe; but the favourable diſpoſitions he in- 
ſpired were entirely changed by the interpoſition 
of Xicotencal their General, a young man ani- 
mated by ambition, who with equal eloquence 
ridiculed the prophecy, and — the Spa- 
niards as common men, whoſe veſſels and arms 
were produced by human art, whoſe valour was 
not uncommon, and whoſe pride, cruelty, and 
avarice were intolerable, ſince they contemned 
the laws and cuſtoms of the BArdians, thirited 
after their gold, deſtroyed their temples, and 
blaſphemed their Gods; and that with reſpe& 
to the ”—_ of Heaven, they ought to be in- 
terpreted as warnings to oppoſe and extirpate- 
thoſe preſumptuous ſtrangers. He therefbre 
earneſtly intreated that they would allow him 
to aſſemble the forces, and exterminats them 
at once, as the oppreſſors of their country and 

whe enemies of their religion, : 
Theſe 
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- Theſe arguments had great weight with 2 
people ambitious of military glory : they there- 
fore ordered their General to try his ſtrength 
2 the Chriſtians, but detained the Ambaſſa- 

ors. . 

Cortes, having waited eight days for the return 
of his Ambaſſadors, determined to continue his 
march towards the city of Tla/cala, that in caſe 
they were reſolved on hoſtilities, he might at- 
tack them before they were joined by their allies ; 
by which prudent reſolution he prevented their 
obtaining time toguard a ſtrong ſtone wall which 
was 20 feet thick, and 9 feet high, with a pa- 
rapet upon the top; it reached acroſs the valley, 
extending from one mountain to another, and 
had no other entrance but in the middle, where 
the two ends circularly croſſed each other for 
the ſpace of ten paces, and might have eaſily 
been defended againſt all invaders. The Spani- 
ard; having paſſed this wall without oppoſition, 
marched in good order with their artillery ready, 
and with advanced parties to prevent ſurprize, 

Theſe parties at length diſcovered 20 or 30 In- 

dians at a conſiderable diſtance, who by their 

plumes appeared to be ſoldiers. Cortes inſtantly 
ſent his ſcouts with ſigns of peace, while he 
himſelf prepared to follow with eight horſe, 
giving orders for the infantry to advance at 
leiſure ; but the 7ndians took to their heels, till 
2 joined the main body, which was at 
ſome diſtance, they faced about, and ſtood in a 
poſture of defence. The eight horſe were now 
joined by ſix others, notwithſtanding which the 

Indians ſtood their ground till they were reinforc- 

ed by a body of 5000 men, who had lain in 


ambuſcade. 
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embuſcade. At this inſtant the Span infantry 
came up, and formed themſelves into a battalion, 
to ſuſtain the fury with which the enemy advan- 
ced; but the firſt volley of the fire-arms doing 
great execution, threw the Indians into diſorder. 


Of this the Spaniards taking advantage fell 


upon them with ſuch reſolution, that m a ſhort 
time they quitted the field, leaving 60 men 
killed, and ſome priſoners taken by the Spani- 
ards, Cortes was nat willing to have his men 
engage in the purſuit, but took poſſeſſion of 
ſome houſes, that were in ſight, in which they 
found a conſiderable quantity of proviſions, and 
paſſed the night there. 

The Spaniards proceeding on their march the 
next day, were oppoſed by a larger body of 
the enemy, which advanced with great noiſe, 
and having diſcharged a flight of arrows and a 
large quantity of ſtones from their ſlings, retreat- 


ed, making a kind of running fight; but Cortes 


imagining that this retreat was only a ſtratagem, 
followed in cloſe order, till having reached the 
top of a hill, he diſcovered a plain, where was 
an army of about 40,000 men, compoſed of 
various nations, diſtinguiſhed by the colours of 
their enſigns and plumes. The Spaniards boldly 
marched down the hill; formed on the even 
ground, and moved on to the attack, while the 
Indians ſtill retired, till finding them at a diſtance 
from the hill, they opened to the right and left, 
and ran furiouſly to occupy the ground on both 
fides, and then cloſing in a circle, ſurrounded 
the Spaniards, who found it neceſſary to throw 
chemſelves into the form of an hollow ſquare, 


4 
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in order to ſuſtain the fury of the. aſſailants, 
The air was ſoon darkened with the arrows, 
darts and ſtones, which fell upon the Spaniards, 
till the Indians obſerving the little effect of theſe 
miſſive weapons, boldly. attacked them with. 
their pikes and ſwords. But the artillery ſwept 
down whole companies; the ſmall arms killed 
them in heaps, and Cortes breaking in among 
them with his horſe, ſlew and trampled under 
foot all that came in his way. At length Cortes 
ſeeing the enemy fall back, placed his horſe on 
the wings, and being accompanied by the foot, 
charged them with redoubled vigour. They at 
firſt made a ſhow of reſiſtance; 
horſeback ſeeming ſupernatural, put them into 
diſorder, and they ſoon began to give way on all 
ſides; while in this eonfuſion they wounded and 
trod one another under foot. During the battle 
Pedro de Moron who was mounted on horſeback, 
was ſurrounded and taken by the Indians, after 
having received ſeveral wounds; but though he 


was ſoon releaſed by the reſt of the cavalry, his 


hqrſe was killed. | 
By this time the Spaniards were greatly fa- 
tigued, and began to be dubious of ſucceſs, 
when the cries of the enemy ſuddenly ceaſed, 
and this filence was followed by the noiſe of 
Horns and drums ſounding a retreat. The ene- 
my then moving off ſlowly, left the field to 
the Chriſtians: But notwithſtanding the loſs of 
moſt of. their officers, they entered their quar- 
ters in triumph, with the horſes head carried as 
a trophy before the General, who ſent it to 
Tlaſcala, where it was ſacrificed with extraordi- 
nary 


ut the men on 
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nary ſolemnity in one of the temples. Nine 
or ten of the Spaniſh ſoldiers, and many of the 
Zempoallans, who were fired by the example of 
the Spaniards, were. wounded in this battle, 
which was no ſooner over, than Cortes obſerv- 
ing a ſmall town on an eminence that com- 
manded the country, marched thither, and had 
the ſatisfaction of finding it well ſupplied with 
| proviſions: but there not being ſufficient room 
Ido accommodate the whole army, the Zempo- 
| ellans erected huts for themſelves, and raiſed 
» © ſome works of earth to ſecure the place, not- 
t | withſtanding its being ſtrong and of difficult 
> | acceſs. 
> | 'The ſentiments of the Tlaſcalaus were ſtill 
divided; for while ſome cried out for peace, 
d | others were equally eager for continuing the 
e war: Ticotencal demanded ſupplies to revengs i 
„the loſs they had ſuffered, and one of the con- boy 
2x Þ federates arriving at the {ame time with 10,0950 N 
ie © men, this ſuccour encouraged them to proſecute 1 
is Þ the war with freſh vigour. In the mean time 1 51 
the four Zempoallan Ambaſſadors returned by th 
a- different ways to the Spaniards, and informed bg 
ſs, Cortes, that as ſoon as Ticotencal took the field, 
d, they were put in a priſon, and deſtined by the 
of © Tiaſealans as ſacrifices to the God of war, but 
de- that they had happily found means to make their 
to || eſcape. | 
of Though a profound ſtillneſs reigned through- 
ar- | eut the country, Cortes was far from imagining 
| as that he was out of danger of being again attack- 
to cd by the Tle/calens, he therefore reſolved to 
maintain his poſt; but foreſeeing the Iadians 
would interpret his inaction as proceeding 2 
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fear, he reſolved the next morning to reconnoitrs 
the country, in order to gain intelligence; and 
therefore marched out with all his horſe and 200 
foot, which equally conſiſted of Spaniards and 
Zempoallans.. He advanced as far as ſome villa- 
ges in the road to Tlaſaala, where he found 
great ſtore of proviſions, and made ſeveral pri- 
foners, by, whom he was informed that X7coten- 
cal was encamped about two leagues from thence, 
and employed in recruiting. and augmenting his 
army. 


The Zempoallans being now highly incenſed 


againſt the Tlaſcalans, Cortes permitted them to 
deſtroy the country with fire and ſword, and 
then returned to the camp, where he ſet at liber- 
ty all his priſoners, and among thoſe who had 
been taken the day before, he choſe two or three 
to carry a meſſage to Mcotencal, in which he 
expreſſed his concern for the loſs he had ſuſtain- 
ed in the battle, which- his nation had brought 
upon themſelves by rejecting the peaceable terms 
he had offered them; and defired that he would 
now conſent to an accommodation, otherwiſe 
he ſhould make the name of Tlaſcala a terror ta 
its neighbours. The priſoners at their departure 
promiſed to bring him an anſwer; and a few 
hours after they Love their word; but returned 
bloody. and mangled by X7cotencal*s order, for 
preſuming to deliver ſuch a meſſage; with an 
anſwer that X7cotencal would meet the Chriſtians 
as ſoon as the ſun aroſe, when he did not doubt 
but that he ſhould carry them alive to the altars 
of his Gods, and that to ſhew how little he fear- 
ed him, he gave hive notice of him reſolution, 
that he might have time to prepare himſelf. 


Cor tes, 
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Cortes, though piqued at Micotencal's inſolence, 
would not neglect his advice: but at day break 
drew his troops into the field, leaving ſuch a 
force in the town as he thought neceſſary for 
its defence, and having advanced about half a 
league, took poſſeſſion of a {pot where he could 
receive the enemy with advantage. He there 
formed his men, ſecured his flanks with the ar- 
tillery, and put himſelf at the head of the horſe, 
in order to bring ſuccour wherever it ſhould be 
wanted, In a ſhort time the ſcouts returned 
with intelligence, that the enemy were upon 
their march, and ſoon after they appeared, when 
their number amounted to above 50,000 men, 
conſiſting of the whole ſtrength of the republic 
and its allies. "They diſplayed a large golden 
eagle, which was the enſign of Tla/cala, and 
was never brought into the field, but upon the 
greateſt undertakings, and at firſt ſzemed to ad- 
vance with equal expedition and intrepidity. 
On their coming within cannon ſhot, che artil- 
lery filled them with ſuch terror that they halt- 
ed for ſome time ; but at length ruſhed forward 
in a throng till they were near enough to uſe 
their ſlings and arrows, when they were a ſe- 
cond time ſtopt by the diſcharge of the fire-arms 
and croſs-bows. But at length perceiving the 
flaughter that was made among them by the 
Spaniards and Zempoallans, they burſt upon them 
like a torrent, and broke their ranks by mere 
dint of weight and multitude : they however, 
formed again by bearing down all that did not 
give way to their efforts. At this inſtant a 
great diſturbance appeared among the enemy, 
whoſe troops moved to and fro, and turned their 
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arms againſt each other, till at length they re- 
tired in a tumultuous manner. 

'The cauſe of this diſturbance and retreat was 
afterwards found to be owing to the inſolence of 
Xicotencal in upbraiding one of the confederate 
Caciques with cowardice, for not advancing 
when they reſt were engaged. The Indian chief, 


'who had 10,000 men under his command, re- 


turned an angry anſwer, which being followed 


by a challenge, the other Caciques eſpouſed 


their friend's quarrel, and immediately retired. 
Upon which Aicotencal, finding himſelf aban- 
doned by his allies, and having ſeen a great 
number of his people ſlain upon the ſpot, left 
the held. 

It is ſaid that Cortes loſt only a ſingle ſoldier 
on this occaſion, however ſeveral of the men 
were very much diſcouraged at their having 
been put into diſorder, and loudly declared, 
that they would not ſacrifice their lives to Cortes's 
obſtinacy, but return by themſelves to Yera Cruz, 
and leave him alone to follow the dictates of his 
ambition. This ſpirit of mutiny made it ne- 
ceſſury for Cortes to aſſemble the ſoldiers, when 
he put them in mind that they had already van- 
quiſhed the Tlaſcalaus, who would certainly ſue 
for peace, ſo that they ſhould proceed to Mexico, 
with the additional reputation of conquering ſo 
warlike a people: But that their retreat would 
bring them into diſgrace, and endanger their 
total deſtruction. In ſhort he exerted his elo- 
quence with ſuch ſucceſs, that one of the muti- 
neers cried aloud, <* Fellow toldiers ! our general 
js in the right, we cannot now retire without 
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« being inevitably loſt,” and this opinion was 
immediately aſſented to by the whole army. 
Mean while the T /a/calans were ſo intimidated 
by the ill ſucceſs of the ſecond battle, that they 
cried aloud for peace with the ſtrangers, whom 
they eſteemed invincible. But the ſenate con- 
cluding they were magicians, reſolved to oppole 
inchantment againſt inchantment, and therefore 
conſulted their wizards, who now pretended to 
have diſcovered the cauſe of their defeat, and 
aſſerted that the Spaniards were the offspring of 
the ſun, whence they derived a ſuperior power 
from the warmth of his beams ; but that when 
he diſappeared they remained weak and diſpi- 
rited. Hence they propoſed that they ſhould 
be attacked by night, and utterly deſtroyed be- 
fore they could be re-animated by the beams of 
their father. This abſurd piece of intelligence 
the ſenate communicated to Aicotencal, with or- 
ders to execute it, and he immediately began to 
prepare for taking his meaſures accordingly. 
Mean while Cortes took particular care to pre- 
ſerve the ſtricteſt diſcipline : centinels were con- 
ſtantly poſted at a diſtance from the town. The 
guards were regularly mounted and relieved, 
and the ſoldiers reſted upon their arms. Theſe 
precautions were of the utmoſt conſequence : 
for on the night deſtined for the attack, the 9 
out- centinels diſcovered a body of the enemy 4 
marching towards the town with unuſual ſlow- | 
neſs and ſilence, when notice being given of 
| their approach, the ſoldiers manned the works 
without noiſe or confuſion, and chearfully wait- 
. ed to give them a warm reception. Aicotencal 
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had 10,000 men under his command, whom he 
ordered to attack the quarters on three ſides 
at once, which they did with equal ſpeed and 
reſolution; but they met with ſuch a powerful 
and unexpected reſiſtance, that many were ſlain, 
and the reſt were the more terrified from their 
, having been confident that they ſhould find the 
Spaniards weak and unprepared. Xicotencal was 
now ſenſible of the deluſion of the ſorcerers ; 
but animated by rage he returned with double 
fury to the aſſault. His Indians aſſiſted each 
other to climb over the wall, and for a conſider- 
able time one party ſucceeded, as another was 
flain, till at length the general ſeeing it imprac- 
ticable to carry his point, ordered the ſignal to 
be ſounded for a retreat. Cortes no ſooner per- 
ceived them retiring from the wall, than he 
ſent out part of his infantry, and all his horſe, 
furniſhed with breaſt- plates full of bells, to charge 
the Indians, who were ſo terrified at the unuſual 
noiſe, that they fled in confuſion, leaving a con- 
ſiderable number of dead, and ſome wounded, 
whom they were in too great a hurry tocarry off, 
This victory was obtained by the loſs of one 
man, who was a Zempoallan. 
The news of this diſappointment ſoon reached 
Tlaſcala, when the inhabitants unanimouſly de- 
manded peace, and juſtice againſt the magicians 
for having deceived them. The ſenate aſſem- 
bling, agreed to puniſh the impoſtors, two of 
whom were A ſacrificed to their gods, 
and to apply to the ſtrangers for forgiveneſs, now 
firmly believing that they were the celeſtial peo- 
ple mentioned in the prophecy. Mean while a 
| meſſenger 


2 HE RN AN DO CORTES. 
meſſenger was ſent to inform Xicotencal of the 
ſenate's reſolution ; but that General being ex- 
aſperated againſt the Spaniards, from whom he 
longed to retrieve his honour, abſolutely refuſed 
to comply, and reſolved to make a ſecond aſſault 
by night; but in order to know the nature and 
ſtrength of their fortifications, he employed 40 
ſoldiers to enter the Spauiſb quarters among the 
neighbouring peaſants, who reſorted thither to 
exchange proviſions for baubles. Theſe ſpies 
had ſpent the greateſt part of the morning a- 
mong the Spaniards unſuſpected, till a Zen- 
poallan, who had obſerved one of them narrowly 
examinining the fortifications, communicated 
his ſuſpicion to Cortes, who inſtantly ordered 
him to be put to the torture, when he made 
a full confeſſion, in conſequence of which his 
comrades were apprehended, and the whole 
ſcheme diſcovered. 'The general then cauſed 
fifteen of the moſt obſtinate of theſe ſpies to 
be puniſhed, ſome by loſing a hand, and others 
their thumbs, and then diſmiſſed them to tell 
Kicotencal that he was prepared for his coming, 
and had ſent his ſpies alive that they might ac- 
quaint him with the ſituation of his works. 

At this bloody ſpeRacle the Indian army was 
ſtruck with horror and aſtoniſhment, and their 
meſſage made a deep impreſſion on the general's 
mind. He now began to think that the Spa- 
niards could not have diſcovered his deſign with- 
out a ſupernatural information : but while he 
was reflecting on this ſubje&, he was accoſted 
by ſeveral perſons, ſent by the ſenate to diveſt 
him of his command. 
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The Spaniards expected an attack all that 
night and the next day ; but on the ſucceeding 
morning the advanced centinels perceived four 
perſons of rank adorned with white feathers in 
token of peace, and followed by thirty Indians 
| loaded with proviſions. As they approached, 
they frequently halted, as if afraid to advance, 
and then bowing their bodies, touched the earth 
with their hands, and applied them to their lips, 
as a teſtimony of humility and veneration. Ma- 
rina appearing upon the wall, aſked for what 
purpoſe they were coming, and they anſwering 


that they came from the ſenate and republic of 


Tlaſcala to treat of peace, they were allowed 
to enter, and being introduced to Cortes, they a- 
pologized for what was paſt, ſued for peace, and 
earneſtly intreated him to march to their city, 
where the Spaniards ſhould be ſerved and re- 
ſpected as the children of the ſun, and the bro- 
thers of the gods. Cortes, however, treated them 
with an affected ſeverity, and told them, that 
conſidering the methods they had taken to in- 
cur his diſpleaſure, they ought to look upon 
their admiſſion to his preſence as a mark of his 
condeſcenſion : that however peace was agree- 
able to his inclinations, and he would endea- 
your to appeaſe the anger of his captains. 
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Cortes receives an Embaſſy from Motezuma; he 
makes his Entrance into Tlaſcala; after which 
Diego de Ordaz wi/its the Volcano of Popo- 
catepec. Cortes at length receives an Em- 
baſſy from Mexico, and marches to Cholula, 
where a Scheme is laid for his Deſtruction, which 
is diſcovered by the Addreſs of Marina. He 
leaves Cholula; ae the treacherous De/igns 
of the Mexicans ; ts wiſited by the Cacigue of 
Tezeaco, and arrives at that City, whence he 
marches to Iztapalapa. f 


A Mctezuma had intelligence of every thing 
that paſſed, he was greatly alarmed at 
Corte;'s ſucceſs againſt the Tlaſcalans, appre- 


hending that ſhould they unite their forces, they 


might be able to overturn his whole empire. 
Vet inſtead of aſſembling an army in his own 
defence, he ſent another preſent to Cortes, hy 
Ambaſſadors who were ordered to divert him 
from his intended journey, to watch over his 
actions, and if poſſible to prevent a reconcilia- 
tion between him and the Tla/calans, Five 
Mexicans of the firſt rank, who were charged 
with this embaſſy, arrived in the Spaniſb quar- 
ters, ſoon after the miniſters of the republic 
had departed, and were favourably received by 
Cortes, who accepted of the preſent; but would 
not diſpatch them immediately, as he was de- 
firous of having them ſee the Tlaſcalans hum- 
bled : and indeed they had no inclination to de- 


part, 
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part, till they had accompliſhed the real deſign 
of their embaſſy. 

In the mean time the republic cauſed the 
neighbouring villages to furniſh the Spaniſb 
army with proviſions gratis, and in two days 
Cortes was viſited by Xicotencal at the head of 50 
' noblemen of his party, who attended him with 
the enſigns of peace. He was well made, above 
the middle ſtature, and had a countenance that 
commanded reſpect. He wore a white mantle 
adorned with jewels, and behaved before Corres 
with the free air of a ſoldier. He began his 
ſpeech by frankly owning that he was the cauſe 
of the war, from his believing that the Spa- 
m#iards were friends to Motezuma, whom he w 
ted, but was now come to put himſelf into the 
hands of his conqueror, hoping by this ſub- 
miſſion to obtain pardon for his country, and 


the return of peace; he alſo intreated him to 


enter the city, where quarters ſhould be pro- 
vided for his men, and deſired that the inhabi- 
tants might be well uſed, and their gods and 
wives protected from violence. Cortes complain- 
ed, in the hearing of the Mexican ambaſſadors, 
with ſome vehemence, of the unjuſt war they 
had carried on, granted the peace, and pro- 
miſed that no violence ſhould be 8 by 
the ſoldiers. At Aicotencal's departure he gave 
Him his hand, and told him that he would re- 
turn the viſit after he had diſpatched Motezuma's 
ambaſſadors. 

The Mexicans made a jeſt of the peace, and 
pretended that the Tla/ca/ans only ſaught to lull 
him into ſecurity, in order with the greater 
eaſe to deſtroy him ang his ſoldiers. But find- 
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ing that he was fixed in his reſolution to grant 
them a peace, they defired him to delay his 
march to Tla/cala for ſix days, promiſing to 
ſend two of their number to Mexice, to inform 
their prince of that tranſaction, who would re- 
turn within that time, while the reſt ſhould ſtay 
to expect his reſolution ; and as Cortes did not 
think proper to break with Motezuma, he con- 
ſented to this requeſt. | 

Within the appointed time the ambaſſadors 
returned, accompanied by ſix perſons of high 
rank with a ſplendid retinue, bearing another 

reſent of greater value than the former, de- 
claring that Motezuma deſired to be the friend 
and confederate of the great ſovereign of the 
Spaniards, and would pay him an annual tri- 
bute, provided they would enter into no league 
with the Tla/calans, and lay aſide their deſign 
of coming to Mexico. 

But Cortes being reſolved that theſe ambaſſa- 
dors ſhould be witneſs of the peace with Tla/- 
cala, poſtponed his anſwer, reſolving to detain 
them as long as he could, to give Motezuma the 
leſs time to prepare for hoſtilities. Theſe em- 
baſſies ſo greatly alarmed the Tlaſcalans, that 
the government came to a reſolution to viſit 
Cortes in the form of a ſenate, in order to con- 
vince him of their ſincerity, and break off his 
negociation with the Mexicans. They accord- 
ingly arrived in ſolemn proceſſion, carried upon 
the ſhoulders of inferior officers, and followed 
by numerous attendants. Cortes received them 
with his uſual ſtate and civility, and after they 
were ſeated, was addreſſed by the father of Ai- 
cotencal, a blind old man of a venerable aſ r 
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who told him, that the ſenate of Tlaſcala were 

come to ſue for peace on his own terms; to 

diſſuade him from entering into a league with 

the tyrant Morezuma, and intreated him to ho- 

nour their city with his preſence. Cortes aſſured 

him, that he would march to Tlaſcala, when- 
,ever the people of the neighbouring villages 
were ready to conduct his baggage and artillery. 
The next morning 500 tamines, or carriers, ” 
peared at his quarters, and having made the 
proper diſpoſitions, he immediately began his 
march. The fields were filled with vaſt multi- 
tudes of people, who came to behold the fight, 
and made ſuch outcries and geſticulations, as 
were miſtaken by the Spaniards for threats of 
war, till they were informed by Marina, that 
in this manner the Indians expreſſed their joy 
at their feſtivals, 

The Spaniards were received by the ſenators 
and nobles, at a conſiderable diſtance from the 
town, who, having paid their reſpects to the 
general, turned about and marched before. The 
city at their entrance reſounded with ſhouts, 
acclamations, and the diſagreeable noiſe of their 
horns, pipes, and drums. The croud was ſo 
great, that the magiſtrates could ſcarcely keep 
the paſſage free. Some of the women threw 
flowers on the Spaniards, while others who 
were more bold, put noſegays in their hands. 
'The prieſts, clothed in long garments, came 
with their copper cenſors, offering incenſe to 
them as they paſſed, and all the ſpectators ſeemed 
to be filled with awe, admiration, and joy. 
Quarters were provided for them in a large edi- 
fice, which had three or four ſpacious — 
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and a great number of rooms; in this buildin 
the whole army was conveniently lodged, and 
there Motezuma's ambaſſadors were ſecure under 
the protection of the Spaniards. 

As Cortes knew the warlike character of the 
people among whom he lived, he obſerved the 
utmoſt circumſpection; a guard was regularly 
kept in his quarters ; he never appeared abroad, 
without a number of attendant; well armed, 
and the ſoldiers never appeared but in comp:.- 
nies, with their fire-arms on their thoulders. 
Theſe marks of diſtruſt greatly mortified the 
Tlaſcalans, and Magi/catzin, being ſent by the 
ſenate to complain of it to Corres, obſerved, 
that his ſoldiers by appearing in the city with 
lightning on their ſhoulders, gave more offence 
by ſuch a mark of ſuſpicion than they would 
do by committing real acts of violence. Cortes 
aſſured him, that he was well convinced of the 
ſincerity and good will of the republic, and 
that his ſoldiers appearing in arms was one of 
the effects of that diſcipline which had rendered 
the Spaniards invincible, With this reply the 
ſenate were ſatisfied, and the Spaniards received 
daily proofs of the fidelity and friendſhip of their 
new allies. They were entertained with plenty 
of proviſions, and preſents were poured in upon 
them from all quarters. Notwithſtanding which, 
Cortes's zeal made him reſolve to deſtroy all 
their idols ; but it ſoon was moderated by the 
charity of father de Olmedo, who told him that 
perſecution but ill agreed with the doctrines of 
the goſpel, and that their converſion required 
time and gentle uſage. However he prevailed 
with the Tla/calgns to deſiſt from human ſacri- 
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fices, as being in the higheſt degree ſhocking to 
nature, and to ſet at liberty thoſe miſerable 
wretches who were fed in cages, in order to be 
the victims of their inhuman worſhip. 

The peace being eſtabliſhed, and the ſenate 
of Flaſcala having ſworn allegiance to the King 
of Spain, Cortes diſmiſſed the Mexican ambaſſa- the 
dors, whom he deſired to inform Motezama of ed! 
what had paſſed in their preſence, of the ſolli- 
citations and fidelity of the Tlaſcalans, over . 
whom he had now ſuch influence, that he hoped 0 
in time to bring them under the obedience of . 
the Emperor of Mexico, and of his reſolution to 
continue his march, in order to confer with their 
prince on that, as well as on other important 
ſubjects. 

While Cortes ſtiil continued at Tlaſcalia, re- 
ceiving homage in the name of Charles V. from 
the different towns and confederates of the re- 
public, the inhabitants were alarmed by a ſur- 
prizing irruption of fire from the volcano of Po- 
pocatepec, an high mountain at eight league 
diſtance from the city, which filled the people 
with terror and conſternation; for they ridicu- 
louſly imagined it to be a preſage of fature mis- 
fortunes and ſuppoſed that the ſparks of fire 
were the fouls of tyrants ſent abroad by the of- 
fended deities to chaſtiſe the earth. 

While Mag:/catzin and ſome of the principal 
noblemen were rehearſing theſe idle fencits to 
Cortes, Diego de Ordaz came to aſk leave to aſ- 
cend the mountain, in order to gratify his cu- 
riofity. The Indians, aſtoniſhed at his propoſal, 
endeavoured to perſuade him from engaging in 
;h | ſuch 
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fach a dangerous enterprize, and obſerved, that 
the boldeſt men of their nation had never ven- 
tured beyond ſome hermitages of their gods, 
about the middle of the eminence, and that 
dreadful roarings and tremblings forbad all ap- 
proach to its ſummit. This account increaſed 
theeagerneſs of Diego de Ordax, and Cortes grant- 
ed his requeſt, in order to afford the Tlaſcalans 
a freſh proof of the ſuperior courage of the Spa- 
aiard;. 1 
Ordax therefoxt ſet out on this expedition at- 
tended by two ſoldiers, and ſome of the princi- 
pal Indians, who offered to attend him as far as 
the hermitages. He found the bottom of the 
mountain heautified on all ſides with green trees, 
which extended a confiderable way up the aſcent. 
The earth then grew barren by degrees. The 
Indians topped at their hermitages, to which they 
never e ed to fee the Spamards return, and 
Diego de Ordax, with his companions, proceeded, 
climbing among the rocks, which were whitened 
by ſnow and the aſhes diſcharged from the volca- 
no, and at length reached a place at a ſmall dif- 
tance from the ſummit, where they felt the earth 
move. violently under them, and heard a dread- 
ful roaring iffue from the mouth of the volcano, 
which with redoubled noiſe difcharged a vaſt 
quantity of fire and ſmoke, that darted upwards 
to a great height. The Spaniards were inſtantly 
covered with a ſhowerof hot aſhes, which obliged 
them to ſeek for ſhelter in the hollow of a rock, 
where they were almoſt ſtifled. Dizgo de Ordaz 
however perceiving that the earthquake was 
paſſed, encouraged the faldiers, by his example, 
to proſecute this diſcovery, till they came within 
OL. II. H fight 
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ſight of the mouth of the volcano, which was a- 
bout a quarter of a league in circumference z 
they obſerved at the bottom a large quantity of 
inflammable matter, which boiled up like tome 
ſhining metal in fuſion. With this account they 
returned ſafe, to the aſtoniſhment of the Indians, 
whoſe eſteem for the Spaniards was increaſed by 
this adventure, which afterwards proved of ſig- 
nal ſervice; for Ordaz found a large quantity 
of ſulphur in the mountain, of which Corres 
made gunpowder, when it was much wanted by 
the army. 

Cortes having continued twenty days at 774 
cala, during which he was entertained with all 
poſſible marks of reſpect, declared his reſolution 
of proceeding for Chclula, in which he was op- 
poſed by the Tlaſcalant, who endeavoured to 
ſtrengthen ſome arguments that had been before 
Dy by the Zempoallans, by declaring that Che- 
lula was a ſacred place, in which were 400 tem- 
ples, and ſuch malevolent gods, that they ter- 
rified the world with prodigies ; that he ought 
not, therefore, to enter their territories, without 
an aſſurance of their being propitious. Juſt a- 
bout this time new ambaſſadors arrived from 
Motezuma, bringing another preſent, and that 
Prince's permiſſion for the Spaniards to proceed 
by the way of Chelu/a, where he had provided 
quarters for the reception of the army. 'The 
Tlaſcalans immediately concluded, that there 
was treachery in the caſe, and Magiſcatzin re- 
peated his remonſtrances with ſuch marks of 
concern, that Cortes called a council in his pre- 
ſence, in which it was agreed, that it was im- 
poſſible to avoid the road propoſed by the Em- 
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peror of Mexico, without diſcovering a ſuſpicion 
of his ſincerity, that whether this ſuſpicion was 
well or ill founded, it would not be proper to 
diſcloſe it, and that it would be equally danger- 
ous to leave enemies behind them. Whence it 
was neceſſary for them to go to Cholula to diſco- 
ver Motezuma's intentions, and to obtain new 
reputation by chaſtizing his ſubjects for their 
perfidy. | 

Indeed Motexuma being terrified at the victo- 
nes of the Spaniards, and aſhamed of employing 
his armies againſt ſuch an handful of men, had 
actually reſolved to deſtroy them by artifice, and 
had choſen Cholula for that purpoſe. Yet the 
inhabitants of that city were ſuch novices in diſ- 
nmulation, that they neglected ſending deputies 
to Cortes, who therefore complained to the Mexi- 
can ambaſſadors of this mark of diſreſpe&t, and 
even when they were informed of his diſpleaſure, 
they {ent four perſons with ſuch mean equipage, 
that he refuſed to admit them into his preſence. 
Cortes on the day of his departure, drew up the 
Spaniards and the Zempoallan auxiliaries, and 
was much ſurprized to find the whole force of 
the republic and her allies ready in the field, 
diſtinguiſhed by the colour of their feathers, and 
their different enſigns; but Cortes inſiſted upon 
taking only 6000 of the republic's troops, with 
which he began his march to Cholula. That city 
was about five leagues diſtant from Tlaſcala, aud 
the ſame evening he halted near a river, within 
three miles of the place, which he was unwilling 
to enter by night. He was there viſited by depu- 
ties from the city of diſtinguiſhed rank, who 
brought a preſent of proviſſons, and excuſing 
H 2 them- 
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themſelves for not waiting upon him at Tlaſcala, 
on account of his being there in the mid ot their 
enemies, welcomed him and his people to their 
city. Though Cortes was far from being con- 
vinced of their ſincerity, he admitted of their 
excuſe, and the next morning proceeded towards 
Cholula, where he was met by the Caciques and 
Prieſts, attended by a multitude of unarmed 

ple, who had the appearance of being filled 
with reverence and joy ; but they no ſooner per- 
ceived the body of Tla/ſcalans that marched in 
the rear, than a diſagreeable murmur was heard 
among the chiefs ; upon which Marina was or- 
dered to aſk the reaſon of it, when ſhe returned 
with an anſwer, that the Tlaſcalans being their 
enemies, could not enter the city in arms, where- 
fore they earneſtly intreated, that he would or- 
der them to return. Cortes was diſconcerted at 
this demand, he however deſired the Tlaſcalans 
to lie without the city, to which they agreed, 
and they took up their lodgings in a place from 
which they might eaſily come to the aſſiſtance of 
the Spaniards, in caſe of neceſſity. In ſhort, 
Cortes entered Cholula amidit the acclamations 
of the people, and with all the marks of reſpe& 
ſhewn to the Spaniard: at their entrance into 
T laſcala. 

The city of Chalula ſtood in an open and de- 
lightful plain, and was much frequented by 
ſtrangers, on account of its being a ſanctuary of 
the gods, and its carrying on a conſiderable 
trade. The ſtreets were ſpacious, the buildings 
larger and more beautiful than thoſe of Tlaſcala, 
and a t number of the ſumptuous towers, 


which ed the city, ſhewed the multitude 
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of their temples. It contained 20, ooo inhabi- 
tants within the walls, and an equal number in 
the ſuburbs; but as they chiefly conſiſted of me- 
chanics and merchants, they were eſteemed more 
cunning than warlike. The quarters appointed 
for the Spaniards were three or four large edi- 
fices, contiguous to each other, and ſufficient to 
contain both the Spaniards and the Zempoallans. 
The Jlaſcalans choſe a place at a ſmall diſtance 
from the town, which they ſecured with ſome 
works, formed guards, and placed centinels, in 
imitation of their Exropear friends, from whom 
they had obtained ſome knowledge in the art of 


war. 

In the firſt three or four days, there was the 
greateſt appearance of tranquillity and friendſhip, 
but after that time proviſions grew gradually 
ſcarce, and an intire ſtop was put to the enter- 
tainments of the Caciques. The prieſts and 
Matexuma s ambaſſadors held private conferences, 
and the people began to look upon the Spaniards 
with an air of ſcorn and diſtaſte. This naturally 
awakened the jealouſy of the latter, and Cortes 
vas endeavouring to penetrate into the intentions 
of the Chalulant, when the whole deſign was ac- 
eidentally diſcovered. Marina had contracted a 
friendſhip with an old Indian woman of diſtinc- 
tion, whocoming one morning to her apartment, 
begged, with great earneſtneſs, that ſhe would 
immediately forſake thoſe abominable ſtrangers, 
and live with her. Marina perceiving that there 
was ſomething extraordinary in this requeſt, be- 
moaned her captivity, and acted her part ſo well, 
that the Chelulan, believing her fincere, told 2 
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that there was no time to be loſt, for the Spa- 
niards were devoted to deſtruction; that Motexuma 
had ſent 20,000 Mexicans to ſecure the ſucceſs of 
the deſign, of which 6000 choſen men had al- 
ready entered the city in ſmall parties: that a 
great quantity of arms was diſtributed among 
'the inhabitants, who had carried ſtones up to 
the tops of their houſes, and cut deep trenches 
acroſs the ſtreets, in which were fixed ſharp 
ſtakes, which were ſlightly covered with earth, 
for the deſtruction of the horſes: that the Em- 
peror of Mexico had reſolved to exterminate all 
the Chriſtians ; but had given orders that ſome 
of them ſhould be taken alive, to ſatisfy his cu- 
riofity and zeal for religion, and that he had 
made the city of Cholula a preſent of a gold 
drum to excite their courage. Marina, on ob- 
taining this intelligence, pretended that ſhe was 
ready to attend her deliverer, and would only 
go and fetch her jewels; but immediately haſted 
to Cortes, and told him the whole affair, upon 
which the [udian woman was ſeized, and b 
threats engaged to make a particular confeſſion 
of the whole. He was at the ſame time informed 
by ſome Jlaſcalan ſoldiers, who entered the city 
in the diſguiſe of peaſants, that they had ſeen 
the Cholulans carrying their women and effects 
to the neighbouring villages; and, in ſhort, 
obtained intelligence from ſeveral other perſons, 


which put the affair beyond all doubt. a 

Cortes now thought it neceſſary to juſtify his con- ul, 
duct by the teſtimony of ſome unexceptionable for 
witneſſes among the citizens themſelves, and there- for 
fore ſent for three of che chief prieſts, and diſcour- dei 
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fing with them ſeparately, complained of their trea- 
chery, and mentioned all the particulars of their 
defign. When believing that he was indued 
with the power of —— into the thoughts 
of men, they acknowledged the truth, and 
charged Motezuma with being the author of the 
whole contrivance. Theſe prieſts were then ſe- 
cretly impriſoned, and Motezuma's Ambaſſadors 
excluded from all communication with the peo- 
ple. Cortes ordering his captains to aſſemble, 
taid before them the whole conſpiracy, and pro- 
poſed a ſcheme for puniſhing the Cholulans, to 
which they unanimouſly conſented. Agreeably 
to this plan, he let the magiſtrates know that he 
ſhould depart the next day; demanded provi- 
fons for his march, Indians to carry his bur- 
dens, and with a view of diſuniting their for- 
ces, required a reinforcement of 2000 armed 
men to join the Tlaſcalans and Zempoallans, 
which they chearfully granted, in order to intro- 
duce concealed enemies among his troops, whom 
they could uſe as occaſion ſhould offer. The 
Tla/calans were then ordered to draw near the 
city at day-break, and to enter the town and 
join the Spaniards and Zempoallans at the firſt 
diſcharge of the fire-arms. At night having ſe- 
cured the quarters with guards and centinels, he 
tent for Motexuma's Ambaſſadors, and told them 
that he had diſcovered a conſpiracy formed a- 

inſt him by the Caciques and citizens of Cho- 
ula, whom he was reſolved to puniſh, not only 
for their perfidious breach of hoſpitality, but 
for their pretending that they had received or- 
ders and aſſiſtance from Murexzuma, and that he 
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was not ſo much provoked at their treacherous 
intentions towards him, as at their preſuming to 
lay theircrime to the charge of the emperor. The 
Ambaſſadors appeared overwhelmed with terror 
and confuſion, pretended to be ignorant of the 
, conſpiracy, and endeavoured to ſave Motezuma's 
credit, while Cortes rejoiced at this opportunity 
of defeating the arts of the Mexican prince, and 
at the ſame time raiſing the reputation of his 
arms. 

Early in the morning came the carriers with 
ſome proviſions, though in a ſmall quantity, and 
afterwards a greater number of armed [xdians 
than Cortes had demanded. Theſe he ſecured in 
ſeveral parts of his quarters, on pretence of 
forming his battalions in the uſual manner. 
Then putting his men in order, and mounting 
his horſe, he ſent for the Caciques, and when 
they aye d, told them in a loud and angry 
voice, That as he had diſcovered their — 2 
racy, he would ſo ſeverely puniſh them, that 
they ſhould repent of their treachery. Scarce 
had he began to ſpeak when they haſted away 
with great expedition to join their own forces, 
inſulting him with threats and abuſe, which they 
uttered as they fled. Cortes then commanded 
his infantry to fall upon the ſoldiers, whom he 
had kept divided in the ſquares of his quarters, 
all of whom were ſoon deſtroyed, except a few 
who threw themſelves from the walls and eſca- 
ped. This bloody ſlaughter being ended, he 

gave the ſignal for the Tla/calans to advance, and 
then marched ſlowly into the principal ſtreet, 
having firſt left a guard in the quarters, and de- 
tached ſome Zempoallan; to diſcover the trenches, 
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in order that the horſe might eſcape the danger. 
In the mean time the Cholulans called in the Mexi- 
caxs, and entering a large {quare in which were 
three temples, poſted a number of men in the 
porches, and tops of the towers, while the reſt 
were divided into ſeveral bodies to engage the 
Spaxiards, Juſt as Cortes's troops entered this 
Square, and the charge was given, the Tlaſca- 
Hans cloſed with the enemies rear, and threw 
them into ſuch diſorder, that they neither knew 


bow to fly nor to defend themſelves, ſo that they 


fell in heaps without reſiſtance. The terraces 
and ſteps of the temples were ſo crouded with 
armed men, that they could ſcarce turn them- 
felves, or find room to fix their arrows; when 
Cortes advancing to the largeſt temple, com- 
manded his interpreters to proclaim a pardon and 
free paſiage to all who would come down and 
ferrender themſelves; but this proffer, though 
twice repeated, being rejected by all but one 
Indian, he cauſed the artillery to play upon the 
temples, ſo that great numbers periſhed in 
their ruins, And all the other temples be- 
ing deſtroyed in the ſame manner, there were 
above ſix thouſand of the natives and Mexi- 
cans ſlain. The Tla/ealans having pillaged the 
town, Cortes aſſigned them lodgings without the 
city, and then retired to his own quarters, where 
ordering the principal perſons of the town, who 
had been taken priſoners, together with the prieſts 
and Ix4ian woman, whom he had kept confined, 
to be brought before him, he expreſſed his con- 
cern at their having obliged him to inflict ſo 


| ſevere a puniſhent upon the city, publiſhed a 


general pardon, and deſired the Caciques 3 
ac 
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back the fugitives. The Ambaſſadors congra- 
tulated Cortes on his ſucceſs, and the citizens be- 
ing encouraged by his offers of peace, returned 
to their houſes, and opened their ſhops, 10 that 
the tumult immediately ſubſided. 

The day after the action, Xicotencal arrived at 
the head of 20,000 men, which the Tlaſcalans 
had ſent to the aſſiſtance of the Spantards : but 
Cortes having returned them his acknowledg- 
ments, informed their general, that he would 
ſoon begin his march to Mexico, and that it 
would be improper to exaſperate Metezuma, by 
bringing ſuch a number of his declared enemies 
into his dominions: when Xicotencal acknowledg- 
ing the juſtice of this obſervation, promiſed to 
retire, and to keep the troops in readineſs in caſe 
he thould have occaſion for them. But before 
their departure, Cortes brought about a peace be- 
tween the republic and Chohlla, by which means 
he opened a way for the Tlaſcalans to ſupply him 
with ſuccours, and removed all impedunents to 
his retreat. 

Some of the Zempoallans now defiring leave 
to return home, Cortes granted their requeſt and 
took this opportunity of ſending ſame preſents 
to their Cacique, and at the ſame tume ſent Jaaa 
ae Eſcalante a ſhort account of his ſucceſs, de- 
firing him to ſtrengthen Yera Cruz with additio- 
nal fortifications, in order to ſecure it from the 
reſtleſs ambition of Diego Velaſquez. 

About this time new ambailadors arrived from 
the Emperor of Mexico, who had been informed, 
of all that had paſſed at Cholula, and being wil- 
ling to eſcape the ſuſpicion of having had any 
concern in the affair, not anly thanked Cortes for 

chaſtiſing- 
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chaſtiſing thoſe traitors; but ſent him a preſent 

reat value, by which means he thought to 
Lal the Spaniards into a blind ſecurity, that 
they might the eaſier fall into a ſnare he had 
prepared for them. 

Cortes having ſtaid fourte*n days at Cholula, 
proceeded towards Mexico, and the firſt night 
lodged in a village, to which the chiefs of the 
neighbouring towns repaired with preſents. 
From them Cortes heard the ſame complaints of 
Motezuma as in the more diſtant provinces, and 
was informed that the Mexicans had placed a 
conſiderable ambuſcade on the other tide of a 
mountain he was to paſs the next day; that they 
had ſtopped up the high road, and opened ano- 
ther which ended in precipices, and that the Spa- 
ni army when perplexed with difficulties, was 
to be ſuddenly charged, where their horſes could 
be of no ſervice, and the foot have no room to 
form. Cortes, though highly incenſed at this 
piece of treachery, ſtifled his reſentment, and 
the next day proſecuted his march over a very 
craggy mountain, adjoining to the Volcano, pro- 
ceeding with great caution. When he had reached 
the top, he perceived the two roads which had 
been deſcribed to him, and turning with great 
compoſure to the Mexican Ambaſſadors, he aſked 
the reaſon why one of them was blocked up with 
trees and ſtones, and the other but newly made. 
To which they anſwered, that the new road was 
levelled for his convenience, and the other ſtop- 
ped up, on account of its being more ſteep and 
difficult. Cortes reply'd, “ You are but little 
* acquainted with the genius of our nation, for 


« we will march in this road for no other rea- 


« {on 


N 
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« ſon than its difficulty.“ He then deſired his 
Indian friends to mere before, and remove the 
obſtacles to his ha, which to the amazement 
of the Ambailadors was ſoon done, for they ne- 
ver dreamt that he ſuſpected their deſign. When 
the Indians in ambuycade obſerved that the Spa- 
' niards marched in the royal road, they concluded 
that they were diſcovered, and began to retire in 
great diſorder; while Cortes deſcended, without 
oppoſition, into the plain, and paſſed the night in 
ſome houſes built for the reception of the Mexi- 
can merchants, who reſorted to the fairs of CH- 
lula. 

In the mean time Motezuma being diſpirited 
by theſe diſappointments, grew daily more and 
more devout reſorted to the temples ; increaſed 
the number of human ſacrifices, and at length 
aſſembling his magicians, ordered them upon 
pain of death to ſet out to meet the Spaniards, 
and either to ſtupify or overcome them by the force 
of their enchantments. In compliance with this 
command, a conſiderable number of necroman- 
cers ſet out, but having performed their incanta« 
tions without ſucceſs returned to Mgtezuma, and 
told him, that the God Telcailepuca, from whom 
famine and plagues proceeded, had appeared to 
them in a garment girt with a robe of wicker, 
declaring that Metezuma's ruin was decreed, and 
the diſſolution of the Empire at hand. The ſu- 
perſtitious King was ſtruck dumb with this re- 
port, till at length recovering his ſpeech, he cri- 
ed, If our Gods forſake us, let the ſtrangers 


„ come. It would be diſhonourable to turn 


% our backs upon misfortunes,” and then after 
a ſhort pauſe, added, I lament the old men, 
ve women 
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ce women and children who cannot defend them- 
« ſelves.” From this moment he began to pre- 
pare for the entertainment of the Spaziards. All 
the diſcourſe of Mexico turned upon their aſto- 
niſhing actions, and the prodigies by which their 
coming had been foretold, and theſe topics of 
converſation produced a prepoſſeſſion that was 
abſolutely neceflary to enable ſuch a handful of 
men to penetrate to the very court of ſuch a pow- 
erful Prince. 

Cortes having paſſed the mountain, advanced the 
following day to a village in the juriſdiction of 
Chalco, where he was viſited by the principal 
Cacique of the province, and others in that 
neighbourhood, who brought him proviſions and 
other preſents, and when unobſerved by the Mex- 
ican Ambaſſadors complained of Metezuma's ty- 
ranny, the weight of their taxes, and his taking 
their women to gratify his luſt, and that of his 
miniſters, by which means the wife found no 
protection in the bed of her huſband, nor the 
daughter in the arms of her mother. 

The next day Cortes purſued his march four 
leagues thro? a delightful country, adorned with 
groves and beautiful gardens, till he arrived at 
a village built on a creek of the great lake, 
where he choſe to take up his lodging. Thither 
the Mexicans reſorted with their arms and mili- 
tary ornaments, in ſuch numbers as raiſed Cortes's 
{uſpicions ; when in order to keep them at a pro- 
per diſtance, he cauſed ſome fire- arms and pieces 
of artillery to be fired in the air, at which they 
were ſo terrified, that they haſtily retired. How- 


ever he was viſited in the morning by one of 


Vol. II. 1 Mote· 


go The Conquesr F MEXICO, 


Motexuma's nephews, who was Lord of Tezeuco; 
he was a young man, had an agreeable perſon, 
and was carried on the thoulders of ſome of his 
ſervants, in a chair adorned with a variety of 
feathers curiouſly diverſiied. He no ſooner a- 
lighted, than his ſervants went before to ſweep 
the ground, and keep back the people on each 
fide. Cortes going to the door of his apartment 
received him with a low bow, which the Prince 
returned by touching the earth, and then his 
lips with his right hand, which ſalutation being 
paſſed, he ſat down, and with an eaſy air wel- 
comed him and all his Captains; ſpoke of Mote- 
zuma's amicable diſpoſition, and mentioned the 
difficulties that oppoſed his going to Mexico, on 
account of that year's barrenneſs, by which the 
people were much diſtreſſed, ſo that ſtrangers 
could be but ill accommodated where the na- 
tives wanted neceſſaries. To which Cortes re- 
plied, that the King his maſter having ſome im- 
portant reaſons for offering his friendſhip to Mo- 
texuma, he, his ſervant, with great reſpect ac- 
cepted the liberty he had received of delivering 
his Embaſſy, without being in pain for the pre- 
ſent ſcarcity, ſince the Spanicrds required but lit- 
tle nouriſhment, and even deſpiſed the inconve- 
niencies which afflicted men of an inferior ſpe- 
cies. The Emperor's nephew then received a 
preſent of ſome falſe jewels made of glaſs, at 
which he ſhewed great ſigns of joy, and having 
accompanied the army as far as Tezeueo, the ca- 
pital of his dominions, proceeded to Mexico, to 

give an account of his Embaſly. 
The city of Tezeuco was one of the largeſt in 
the 3 and in grandeur was but . in- 
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ferior to Mexico itſelf. It extended along the 
banks of a ſpacious lake, at the beginning of the 
Mexican cauſeway. The houſes were very beau- 
tiful and the ſtreets regular, and what was ſtill 
more extraordinary, freſh water was brought in 
pipes to every houſe. Cortes purſued his march 
over the cauſeway, which was twenty feet broad, 
and compoſed of ſtone, and in the midway came 
to another town of about 2090 houſes, called 
Quitlauaca, which was founded in the water, 
whence it afterwards obtained the name of Venc- 
zuela or Little Venice. Here the Cacique, at- 
tended by a ſplendid retinue, came out to meet 
him, and preſſed him to honour his city with 
ſpending the night there. Jo which he thought 
proper to conſent; for he began to ſuſpect that 
the Mexicans might break the Cauſeway or ob- 
ſtruct his march by taking away the bridges. 
From this place the Spaniards had a view of the 
greateſt part of the lake, which was beautified 
with towns, adorned with towers and pinnacles, 
gardens and cauſeways, that ſeemed to float up- 
on the water. The battlements of the houſes 
were filled with people; multitudes of Indians 1 
approached in their canoes to behold the Sani- 9 
ards, and the whole formed a proſpect that was 
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at once new and extremely noble. In this city, | 3 
they were entertained with a politeneſs that ſhew- 88 
ed its neigbourhood to the court. wo 


Spaniards formed themſelves upon the cauſeway, 
which was there wide enough to allow eight 
horſes to march in front, and the whole army, 
which conſiſted of 450 Spaniards and 6000 In- 
dian allies, proceeded on their march to /zra- 
1 3 palapa, 


About break of day the next morning, the | 
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palapa, a city built in a moſt delightful and 
commodious ſituation, part of it upon the lake, 
and the other part on the ſhore. It conſiſted of 
10,000 houſes of two or three ſtories high. 'The 
Lord of this city, accompanied by the Princes of 
two other towns bordering upon the lake, came 
out to meet Cortes with three ſeparate preſents 
of gold, fowls, fruit, and other proviſions. The 
Spaniards entered the city amidſt the loud accla- 
mations of the people; lodgings were prepared 
for them in the Prince's own palace, which was 
a large and well-built edifice, with many apart- 
ments both above and below ſtairs, among which 
were ſeveral chambers with flat roofs of cedar, 
furniſhed with cotton hangings, curiouſly paint- 
ed: Here were many conduits of excellent water, 
conveyed by aqueducts from the neighbouring 
mountains, and a conſiderable number of large 
and well cultivated gardens, particularly one 
that was far more beautiful and ſpacious than the 
reſt, and belonged to the Cacique. It conſiſted 
of ſquares adorned with a variety of flowers, a 
Parterre with diviſions made of canes interwo- 
ven with odoriferous ſhrubs, and fruit-trees diſ- 
poſed into walks. In the middle was a quadran- 
gular pond of freſh water, encompaſſed with 
{ſteps to the bottom, each fide extended 400 
paces. Here were kept the moſt delicate fiſh, 
and 1t at the ſame time ſerved as a retreat to a 
great number of herons, wild-ducks, and other 
forts of water fowl. | 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Cortes enters Mexico, where he is met by Mote- 
zuma, who comes in great State to welcome him 
to the City; afterwards confers with him at his 
Quarters, and grants him an Audience in the royal 
Palace. A Deſcription of the City of Mexico, 
with an Account of the Grandeur, Wealth, and 
Power of the Emperor, and the Religion and 
Policy of the Mexican Government. 


ARLY inthe morning the Spaniard; left 
E the city of Ixtapalapa, and beginning their 
march in their accuſtomed order, ſoon diſcovered 
the great city of Mexico, diſtinguiſhed above the 
reſt by the height of its towers, and the gran- 
deur and multiplicity of its buildings. On their 
having marched about half way, they were met 
by a body of about 4000 nobles and officers of 
the city, who came out to meet them, and hav- 
ing paid their obedience, turned about and ad- 
vanced before the troops. At a ſmall diſtance 
from Mexico, the cauſeway was croſſed by a bul- 
wark of ſtone, where the entrance into the city 
was ſecured by gates, a draw-bridge, and a ſecond 
tortification. The nobles had no ſooner paſſed 
on the other ſide of the bridge, than they fell 
back on each fide, and made a lane for the army 
to paſs through, when there appeared a ſpacious 
ſtreet, the houſes of which were uniformly built, 
and the windows and battlements filled with 
ſpectators; though no body was ſeen e 
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through the ſtreets; for Motezuma had given or- 
ders for their being cleared, as he had himſelf re- 
ſolved to ſhew Cortes an extraordinary mark of 
favour by his coming out to meet him. 

Scarce had the Spaniards entered the city when 


they perceived the firſt troop of the royal reti- | 


nue, which conſiſted of 200 noblemen of Mo- 
uma's houfhold uniformly adorned with fea- 
thers, who approached in two files with their 
eyes fixed on the ground, obſerving the ſtricteſt 
filence; but on their approaching, the Spaniards 
fell back on each fide. Then appeared at a 
conſiderablediſtance a larger company more rich- 
ly adorned, in the midſt of whom was Mole- 
Zuma in a Chariot of burniſhed gold, ſurrounded 
with beautiful feathers, and carried on the 
ſhoulders of his favourites, while four per- 
ſons of diſtinction held over his head a canopy 
of green feathers interwoven with ornaments of 
filver. He was preceded by three oficers with 
golden rods, which they from time to time lifted 
up as a ſignal of the Emperor's approach, that 
all might proſtrate themſelves, and hide their 
heads. Cortes diſmounted at a ſmall diſtance, 
and Motezuma at the ſame time alighted from his 
Chariot, when ſome of the Indians advanced be- 
fore and ſpread carpets, that his feet might not 
touch the ground. He came forwards with a 
flow and ſolemn pace, leaning upon his couſins, 
the Princes of Texeuco and [ztapalopa. He was 
about forty years of age, of a middle ſtature, 
and had a good prefence; but his conſtitution 
ſcemed rather delicate than robuſt. He had an 
aquiline noſe, and a fairer complexion than the 
reſt of the Mexicans e his eyes were lively, we his 
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hair reached a little below his ears; but his look, 


though thoughtful, was majeſtic: he wore on 


his head a kind of golden mitre; a mantle of 
fine cotton, covered with gold, pearls, and pre- 
cious ſtones, was careleſsly tied on his ſhoulders ; 
and his ſhoes, which reſembled the ſandals of 
the Romans, conſiſtèd of a golden ſole bound to 
his foot, with ſtudded ſtraps that came round a 
part of his leg. 

Cortes, on ſeeing him, alighted, haſtily ad- 
vanced, and made a profound reverence, which 
Motezuma returned in the manner of his coun- 
try, by touching the ground with his hand and 
killing it, at which the Mexicans were greatly 
aſtoniſhed, ſince they had never ſeen any of their 
Emperors give ſuch an initance of condeſcenſion. 
Cortes wore about his neck a chain of glaſs, cu- 
riouſly ſet in imitation of diamonds and emeralds, 
which he had reſerved as a preſent for his firſt 
audience, and coming up cloſe to the Emperor, 
he threw it about his neck. The Princes who 
ſupported him ſhewed ſome emotion, and inter- 
poſed to prevent Cortes, ſignifying that it was un- 
lawful to approach ſo near: but they were re- 
primanded by Meatezuma, who bowed his head 
to ſhew that he accepted the preſent, and which 
he returned by putting upon Cories's neck a rich 
ornament of crimſon ſhells, joined together with 
great art, at each of which hung four crabs of 
gold of excellent workmanſhip. Cortes then 
made a ſhort ſpeech, which being anſwered by 
Motezuma, he ordered one of his ſupporters to 
conduct the ſtranger to his lodging, and then 
leaning on the other went to his chair and re- 
turned to his palace. be 
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In this manner Cortes entered the city of Mex- N 
zco on the 8th of November 1519. One of the 4 
royal palaces was provided for the Spaniards. It 
was built by Motezuma's father, and was large . 
enough to lodge the whole army. It had very 0 

of 


thick ſtone walls, was flanked with towers, and 


many of the chambers were furniſhed with cot- 
ton hangings, and feather-work of various co- 
lours. The chairs were formed out of ſolid +» 6 
pieces of wood, and the bedſteads had curtains <4 
like pavilions, the beds themſelves were of palm 6 
mats, and the bolſters of the ſame rolled up. C6 
Cortes entered theſe lodgings a little after twelve 40 
at noon, and had no ſooner diſtributed his guards 40 
and placed his artillery before the gate, than he 40 
found a ſplendid banquet prepared for himſelf cc 
and his officers, and great plenty of proviſions 40 
dreſſed for the ſoldiers, with many Mexicans, who 40 
immediately waited upon them in the moſt pro- 40 
found filence.  - 4 
In the evening Cortes was viſited by Motezuma, 4 
who came in the ſame ſtate as before; Cortes went to 4 
the principal ſquare to meet him, and after mak- cc, 
ing a profound reverence, entered the apartment «4 
with Motezuma, who took his ſeat with an air My 
of majeſty, and ordered a chair to be brought 9 
for Cortes : when the company retiring to ſome 4 
diſtance he is ſaid to have addreſſed himſelf to 66.1 
him to the following purpoſe: Before you *.e 
„ mention the particulars of your Embaſly, il- Vt 
* luſtrious Captain, let you and I lay aſide the 46 0 
6e N we have each imbibed of the other 4 
% from the miſrepreſentations of common re- 4 ol 
4% port. You have been in ſome places told that 70 of 
« ] am a God, that my power is invincible, and 4 la 
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c my riches immenſe; that my palaces are covered 
with gold, and that the earth groans beneath 
* the weight of my treaſure. Upon other occaſions, 
«© you have heard thatIamatyrant,inſolent,cruel, 
and unjuſt: but you have been 1mpoſed upon 
by both repreſentations: this arm of fleſh and 
«<< blood ſhews that I am mortal, and theſe walls 
and roofs demonſtrate that my palaces are not 
covered with gold, and from theſe inſtances, 

* you may conclude that the account of my 

«« vices is alſo exaggerated by the malice of my 
«© enemies. We have alſo received various ac- 
counts of you; ſome have affirmed that you 
are Gods who graſp the thunder, command 
the elements, and compel the beaſts of the fo- 
<< reſt to obey your directions. You have been 
<< repreſented by others as proud, vindictive, 
«© yoluptuous, and tranſported with an inſatiable 
«« thirſt after the gold which our country pro- 
„ duces. Yet I now ſee that I have been alike 
«« deceived by theſe different accounts. You 
4 are made like other men, and only diſtin- 
<< guiſhed from us, by the peculiarities of your 
« own country. The beaſts that ſo readily obey 
you, are large deer trained up to diſcipline. 

„ Your arms that produced lightening, I con- 

<< ceive to be barrels of metal, and their effect, 

like that of our ſarbacans, proceeds from air 
* compreſſed and ſtriving for vent, and as to 
s the fire, noiſe, and ſmoke, they ſurely are 
„ owing to enchantment. In a word, we be- 
« heve that the great Prince to whom you pay 
© obedience, is a deſcendant of Quexalcoal, Lord 

<< of the ſeven caves of the Navatlagues, and 

« lawful fovereign of the ſeven nations that 
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« pave riſe to the Mexican Empire. For from 


cc 


«c 


the tradition of many ages, we know that 


he left theſe countries to conquer new regions 


in the eaſt, with a promiſe that in proceis of 
time his deſcendants ſhould return to new-mo- 
del our laws, and reform our government. 
We have therefore already determined, that 
every thing ſhall be done for the honour of a 
Prince who 1s the ofispring of ſuch an illuſ- 
ſtrious progenitor.” To this ſpeech Cortes re- 


ped to the following purpoſe: «+ We have, it 
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15 true, Sir, heard very oppoſite accounts of 
your character, which ſome have extolled, 
and others have viliked ; but as the Spaniards 
have penetration enough to diſtinguiſh the co- 
lours of diſcourſe, we have given no credit 
either to your flatterers or your rebels, but 
come into your preſence with full aſſurance of 
your being a great and equitable Prince. You 
juſtly conclude we are mortal, though more 
intelligent and valiant than your vaſſals. Our 
beaſts are not deer, but are of a more generous 
ſpecies, inclined to war, and aſpiring, with a 
kind of ambition, to the glory of their maſ- 
ters: and asto our arms, they are made by hu- 
man induſtry, without the aſſiſtance of magic, 
an abominable art which we deteſt. I am 
come as Ambaſſador to your Majeſty from the 
moſt powerful Monarch on whom the ſun 
ſheds his beams at his firſt riſing. He de- 
ſires to be your friend and confederate, and 
though according to your traditions he might 
pretend to be more abſolute in theſe domini- 
nions, he makes no other uſe of his authority, 
but to promote your advantage, and to con- 
e yince 
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« vince you that you have departed from the 
6 worſhip of the true God, to pay your adora- 
« tion to 1aſenſible pieces of wood, carved 
« out by your own hands, to whom you inhu- 
« manly ſacrifice your fellow creatures.” He 
made ute of other arguments to induce Motezu- 
ma to renounce his idolatry, and having ended 
his ſpeech, the Emperor aroſe, ſaying, I ac- 
« cept the friendſhip and confederacy of the 
great deſcendant of Quexalcoal, but all Gods 
are good, and yours may be ſo without of- 
« fence to mine. In the mean time repole your- 
& ſelves, you are in your own houſe, where 
« you ſhall be punctually ſerved with all poſſi- 
« ble reſpect.“ He then gave orders for ſome 
Mexicans without to bring in a preſent that he 
defigned for Cortes, and which was a very valu- 
able one, conſiſting of pieces of gold, cotton robes, 
and other curioſities, and at the ſame time, with 
an air of chearful generolity, he diſtributed ſome 

jewels among the Spaniards who were preſent. 
The next day Cortes demanded an audience, 
which was immediately granted, he therefore 
dreſſed himſelf in his gayeſt apparel, without 
quitting his arms, and ſet out for the palace with 
Juan Velaſquez de Leon, Diego de Ordax, Pedro 
de Alverado, and fix or ſeven favourite ſoldiers. 
The ſtreets were crouded with vaſt multitudes 
of people, who made way to let them pats, often 
pronouncing amidſt their acclamations the word 
Teule or God, with which the Spaniards were 
pleaſed, from the opinion that this extraordinary 
veneration would contribute to their ſucceſs. At 
ſome diitance appeared Motezuma's palace, a 
e pile of building, which had thirty 
N gates 
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gates that opened to as many different ſtreets. 
The principal front took up one ſide of a ſpa- 
eious ſquare, and was of red, white, and black 
jaſper, beautifully poliſhed, and in a large ſhield 
over the gate was repreſented Motezuma's arms, 
a griffin with its wings extended, holding a ty- 
ger in its talons. When the Spaniards ap- 
proached this entrance, the Mexicars who ac- 
companied Cortes walked up to one fide of is, 
then retiring, formed a ſemicircle that they might 
enter two a-breaſt; for it was eſteemed irreve- 
rent to enter the royal palace in a croud. After 
their having paſſed three ſquares, they reached 
Motezuma”s apartments, which they admired for 
their largeneſs and furniture. The walls were 
covered with cotton hangings, interwoven with 
the furs of rabbits, and the innermoſt rooms were 
adorned with a very beautiful kind of tapeſtry, 
compoſed of feathers. The floors were covered 
with mats, and the roofs were of cypreſs, cedar, 
and other kinds of odoriferous woods, adorned 
with foliages and relievos, and though the uſe 
of nails was unknown to the Mexicans, the 
eielings were ſo contrived, that the planks ſup- 
ported each other. In theſe ſpacious rooms 
were officers who guarded the entrance, and at 
the door of the antichamber, were the nobility 
and magiſtrates, who received Cortes with much 
civility, but detained him till they had taken off 
their ſandals, and rich mantles, and put on others 
that made a leſs ſplendid appearance, for they 
thought it preſumptuous to appear in their richeſt 
apparel before the Emperor. Motexuma, who was 
ſtanding with all his enſigns of royalty about him, 
advanced ſome ſteps to meet Cortes, who co- 
| ming 
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ing forwards with a low bow, the Emperor laid 
his hands upon his ſhoulders, gave the reſt of the 
Spaniards a (mile, and then ſeating himſelf, de- 
fired them to ſit, and entered into converſation 
with great freedom ; aſked ſeveral queſtions, re- 
lating to the manners and politics of the eaſtern 
countries, and made very judicious remarks upon 
the anſwers of Cortes. He then mentioned, how 
much the Mexicans were obliged to the deſcen- 
dants of their firſt King, and ſeemed to rejoice 
in having the prophecy fulfilled in his reign, 
Cortes turned the diſcourſe upon religion, and 
particularly exclaimed againit human ſacrifices 
with ſuch warmth, that Motexuma from that day 
baniſhed diſhes of human fleſh from his table, 
though he maintained, that there was no cruelty 
in offering to the Gods the priſoners of war, Who. 
were already condemned to death. 

Some days aſter this interview, Metezuma, 
who was ſtill very fond of his own religion, con- 
ducted Cortes and ſome of his principal officers, 
with father Bartholomew, to the chief temple, in 
order to let them ſee its magnificence; but before 
they were admitted, he cautioned them to behave 
with decency. The gates of this ſpacious edi- 
fice being opened, he himſelf explained the par- 
ticulars of their worſhip with ſuch ſolemnity, 
as excited the laughter of the Spaniards, whoſe 
rudeneſs upon this occaſion is not excuſable. 
Cortes being here tranſported by a ridiculous and 
Mido oo zeal, cried to Motezuma, *©* Allow 
« me, Sir, to fix the Croſs of Chriſt, before 
, theſe images of the Devil, and you will ſee 
«<< whether they deſerve adoration or contempt.” 


Both Motezama and the prieſts were enraged at 
Vor. II. K this 
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this propoſal; the former deſired them to with- 
draw, and following him to the threſhold, added, 
« You may return to your houſe, my friends, but 
„ I ſhall ſtay to aſk pardon of my Gods, for hav- 
ing ſuffered you to proceed ſo far.” Vet not- 
withſtanding his zeal for his religion, he was fo 
far from thinking of tyrannizing over the con- 
ſciences of the Spaniards, that he ordered work- 
men to be ſent to aſſiſt them in fitting up a cha- 
pel, in which both he and his chiefs were fre- 
quently preſent when maſs was performed. 

It may here be proper to give a more particu- 
lar deſcription of the city of Mexico, which was 
divided into two parts, one, where the meaner 
ſort reſided was called Tlatelulco, while the other, 
appropriated to the court and the nobility, had 
the name of Mexico, which from thence was 
given to the whole city, that contained 60,000 
families. This capital ſtood in a ſpacious plain, 
encompaſſed by high rocks and mountains, from 
which many rivulets falling down into the valley 
formed ſeveral lakes, among which there were 
two that extended about 30 leagues in circum- 
ference, and were ſurrounded by fifty towns. 
Theſe lakes had a communication with each 
other through openings left in a ſtone wall, by 
which they were divided, and over theſe open- 
ings were wooden bridges, with ſluices on each 
de, by which the lower lake was ſupplied from 
the other. The water of the uppermoſt was 
freſh, while that of the lake was falt, which 
ſolely proceeded from the nature of the ſoil. 
The city of Mexico ſtood in the middle of the 
{alt lake, in 199. 13“. north latitude, yet it en- 
joyed a mild, and healthy climate. It ,was 
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| Joined to the main land by three noble cauſeways. 
The ſtreets were ſtraight and large, and had 
a great number of canals for the convenience 
of water-carriage, in barks and canoes of dif- 
ferent ſizes; above 50,000 of which belonged 
I to the city. All the public edifices and houſes 
of the nobility were built of ſtone, and though 
the dwellings of the common people were 
meaner and more irregular, they, as well as the 
others, were laid out in ſuch a manner, as to 
form ſeveral courts, in which their merchan- 
dize was expoſed to ſale. In theſquare of Tla- 
telulco, fairs were kept on certain days of the 
year, and though this was one of the largeſt 
ſquares in the world, it was on ſuch occaſions 
entirely filled with tents, covered with coarſe 
cotton cloth, that afforded ſhelter both from 
the ſun and rain. 'They here fold by barter, 
4 Jewels, gold chains, various utenſils made of 
| ſilver paintings, beautiful landſkips made by a 
curious arrangement of feathers, different ſorts 
of cloth, drinking cups of a kind of porcelain, 
fruit, fiſh, and all kinds of proviſions; either 
maize or cacoas ſerved as money for things of 
ſmall value. Here a houſe was appointed for 
the judges of commerce, who decided all the 
diſputes that aroſe among the merchants, and 
even employed inferior officers to maintain juſtice 

and good order in the fair. 

Their temples, as has been already obſerved, 
were ſpacious and magnificent, particularly 
that dedicated to YVitz/iputzli, their God of war, 
their ſupreme deity. A wall of hewn ſtone, 
on which was cut wreaths of ſerpents, ſurround- 

ed a large ſquare, and though the houſes of the 
K 2 prieſts 
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prieſts and their ſervants were erected round the 
inſide of this wall, there was left room ſuffi- 
cient for 10,000 perſons to dance upon their 
ſolemn feſtivals. On each fide of the wall was 
a gate, over which ſtood four ſtatues of ſtone, 
repreſenting ſome inferior deities, to whom the 
people paid reverence as they entered. At a 
{mall diſtance from the principal gate was a 
place of worſhip flat on the top, the four ſides 
of which were encompaſſed by trunks of trees 
with holes bored in them at equal diſtances, 
through which paſſed ſeveral bars run through 
the heads of men who had been facrificed. In 
the centre of the ſquare ſtood a lofty ſtone 
tower, with a ſtair-caſe that confiſted of 120 
ſteps, by which the people aſcended to the top, 
where was a flat pavement, 40 feet ſquare, beau- 
tifully paved with jaſper, and ſurrounded with 
a balluſtrade of a ſerpentine form. At the top 
of the ſtairs ſtood two marble ſtatues well exe- 
cuted, ſupporting two large candleſticks of an 
extraordinary make. A little farther was a 
green ſtone raiſed about three feet from. the 
pavement, on which the prieſts extended the 
miſerable victim, while they opened his breaſt 
and plucked out his heart. Beyand this ſtone 
ſtood a chapel of excellent workmanſhip, which 
fronted the ſtair-caſe, and here the idol was 
placed upon a high altar, ſurrounded with cur- 
tains, This idol was in the form of a man 
fitting in a chair, ſuſtained by a blue globe, 
furnithed with four rods, which project from 
the ſides, each terminating in a ſerpent's head. 
By theſe rods, the idol was carried by the prieſts 
on their ſhoulders when it was expoſed to pub- 


lic 
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lic view; on the head of the God was a hel- 
met compoſed of plumes, in the form of a bird, 
with a bill and creſt of burniſhed gold. The 
countenance of this deity was horrible, his fore- 
head and noſe being ſwathed with blue bands; 
in his right hand he held a curling ſerpent, and 
in the other four arrows and a ſhield, with 
five white plumes placed in the form of a croſs. 
On the left hand was another of the ſame 
ſize and form, for the idol Tlaloch, the fup- 
poſed brother of that already deſcribed, and 
equally revered by the Mexicans, The orna- 
ments of theſe chapels were of ineſtimable va- 
lue, The city of Mexico had eight temples 
built nearly in the ſame manner; but thoſe of 
a ſmaller ſize, dedicated to different idols, a- 
mounted to 2000, 

Motezuma had, beſides the palace in which 
he kept his court, ſeveral magnificent pleaſure- 
houſes, one of which was a noble buildin 
ſupported by pillars of jaſper. In this edifice 
he had an aviary of thoſe birds. that are moſt 
remarkable on account of their ſinging or fea- 
thers, and theſe were ſo numerous, that 300 
men were ſaid to be employed in attending 
them. At a ſmall diſtance was another ver 
large edifice, where Motezuma's fowlers reſided 
and took care of his birds of prey, among 
which were ſome bred to the game, like our 
hawks ; and in the ſame place were eagles 0 
an extraordinary ſize, and extremely voracious. 
In the ſecond ſquare of this laſt building were 
kept the wild beaſts, as lions, tigers, bears and 
Mexican bulls, which are remarkably fierce 
and ſtrong, and over their dens was a large 

K 3 apart 
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apartment, where buffoons and monſters were 
kept for the Emperor's diverſion. 

In Motezuma's armories a great number of 
workmen were employed in making ſhafts for 
arrows, grinding flints for the points, and in 
forming all kinds of offenſive and defenſive 
weapons. In another building the arms were 
depoſited in great order; theſe conſiſted of 
two-handed {words edged with flint, darts, jave- 
lins, bows, arrows, and quivers, head-pieces, 
breaſt-plates, quilted jackets, and others made 
of impenetrable ſkins to cover the whole body, 
which they carried rolled up on their left ſhoul- 
ders, and put them on when they were rea- 
dy to engage, All theſe ſeveral houſes had 
ſpacious and well cultivated gardens, in which 
were a preat variety of flowers and medicinal 
herbs fet in ſquares. They were alſo adorned 
with fountains and beautiful ſummer houſes. 

But the moit ſingular of all Motezuma's edi- 
fices was his houſe of ſorrow, to which he re- 
tired in caſe of any public calamity, or at the 
death of a favourite relation. It was well 
calculated for promoting gloomy reflections, 
for the walls, roofs, and ornaments were black, 
and no other light was admitted, but what 
proceeded from ſome narrow openings in the 
walls, which were but juſt ſufficient to diſcover 
the gloomy objects within. 

Motexuma had alſo ſeveral pleaſant country 
retreats, and large foreſts for the chace of wild 
beaſts, in which he greatly delighted. In 
theſe ſports a number of perſons ſurrounded the 

ame, and contracted the circle into a certain 
pace, where he beheld the combats of his 

/ huntſmen 
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huntſmen with the wild beaſts, in which the 
Mexicans were equally dexterous and daring. 8 
When an Emperor was elected, he was 1 
obliged to obtain ſome victory over his enemies, 9 
before he was permitted to aſcend the throne; x 
but having thus proved himſelf qualified for , 
the taſk of reigning by his ſucceſs, he returned 
in triumph, and having made his public entry 
with great ſtate and ſolemnity, all the nobility, 
"miniſters, and prieſts, attended him to the 
temple of the God of war, where he alight- 
ed from his chariot, and having offered the 
cuſtomary ſacrifice, was clothed by the electors 
in royal robes, who alſo” put into his right 
hand a golden ſword as an enfign of juſtice, and 
in his left a bow and arrows to ſignify his 
power and command in war, 'Then the Cacique 
of Tezeuce placed a kind of gold mitre o bs 
head. This ceremony being performed, one 
of the moſt eloquent of the magiſtrates made 
a ſpeech, in which he congratulated him on his 
new dignity; expatiated on the cares and 
troubles that attend a throne, and upon the 
duty of a ſovereign. The chief prieſt then ap- 
er vr tendered him an oath, by which he 
ound himſelf to maintain the religion of his 

| anceſtors, and the laws and cuſtoms of the em- 
, pire, to treat his vaſſals with lenity, and abſurd- 
ly promiſed to procure ſeaſonable rains, to pre- 


7 vent ſterility, inundations, and the malignant 
1 influences of the ſun and planets. 

n Motezuma had two ſorts bf guards, the one 
e of 200 nobles, who were obliged to attend eve- 
n ry day at the palace, to guard his perſon. This 
18 attendance was divided between two bodies 
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that were upon duty by turns, comprehending 
the Lords of the whole empire, who were 
obliged to come to court ſrom the moſt diftant 

rovinces. This was a ſcheme which Motezuma 
himſelf had contrived for keeping the nobility 


in dependance, and rendering himſelf acquainted_ 


with their perſons, capacities, and diſpoſitions. 
is other guards were compoſed of ſoldiers, who 
filled the courts of the palace, and were poſted 
in bodies at the principal gates. 

Motexuma had two wives, who bore the title 
of Queens, and were the daughters of tributary 
Princes: theſe were lodged in ſeparate apart- 
ments, and lived in equal ſplendor. His concu- 
bines, however, who were ſelected from the 
moſt beautiful women throughout his domini- 
ons, exceeded 3cco, and theſe, when diſmiſſed, 
were married by perſons of the firft quality; 
for they were generally rich, and thought-to be 
highly honoured by their being admitted to the 
Emperor's embraces. 

Though he often eat in public, it was always 
alone. His table was generally furniſhed with 
above 200 diſhes of different meats, ſome of 
which were well ſeaſoned. Of theſe he choſe 
a certain number for his own uſe, and the reſt 
were divided among the nobles and his guard. 
He fat on a little ſtool at a large low table, the 
cloths and napkins of which were of fine cotton. 
His dining-room was divided in the middle by 
a rail which kept both the crowd and his own 
domeſtics at a diſtance, without obſtructing the 
view, and within the rails he was attended by 
three or four o d favourite ſervants. The diſhes 
were brought i by twenty women richly orna- 


mented, 
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mented, who ſerved up the meat, and preſented 
him with the cup. The cloths and napkins, as 
well as all the diſhes of fine earthen ware, on their 
being once uſed, were diſtributed among the 
fervants. He ſometimes drank out of cacoa, 
and other ſhells, richly ſet with jewels, and he 
alſo uſed gold cups and ſalvers. He drank ſe- 
veral ſorts of liquor, one of which was a kind 
of beer made of maize; he had other liquors ' 
richly perfumed, and others again mixed with 
the juice of ſalutiferous herbs. After his meals 
he took a kind of chocolate, and ſmoaked to- 
bacco perfumed with liquid amber. Indeed the 
juice of this herb was one of the ingredients 
with which the prieſts intoxicated themſelves 
whenever they were obliged to deliver an ora- 
cular anſwer. There were generally at the table 
three or four buffoons, who diverted the Empe- 
ror with their ludicrous talents ; and at proper 
intervals he was entertained with muſic, com- 
poſed of pipes and inſtruments made of ſea 
thells, accompanied by voices, which formed 
an agreeable eoncert. The ſubject of theſe 
fongs was generally the memorable actions of 
their Kings, and the exploits of their anceſtors. 
They had alſo merry ſongs uſed in dancing, 
when the voice was accompanied with two little 
drums made of hollow pieces of wood, of dif- 
ferent fizes and ſounds; theſe were principally 
uſed in a dance called Mitates, practiſed at feſti- 
vals, in which the nobles and common people 
uſed ſhouting and odd geſticulations, mingling 
together without diſtinction, and drank to each 
ether till they grew intoxicated. h 
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Upon other occaſions the people aſſembled in 
the porches and ſquares of the temples, and made 
matches for wreſtling, running races, and ſhoot- 
ing at the mark. Here were alſo rope-dancers, 
who performed with ſurprizing dexterity, with- 
out the aſſiſtance of poles, and alſo great num- 
bers of people playing at ball, near the ſtatue 
of an idol, brought out by the prieſts as the 
ſuperintendant of that diverſion. In ſhort, the 
people of Mexico were almoſt daily diverted 
with ſuch ſpectacles and amuſements, as were 
contrived by Motezuma to entertain them, and 
prevent their employing their thoughts to his 
prejudice, | 

The great revenue which enabled Motezuma 
to ſupport the expence of his court, and to 
keep two large armies conſtantly in the field, 
aroſe from the contributions levied on the ſub- 
ject, which amounted to one third of the annual 
produce of that vaſt Empire; from the ſalt- 
works and other taxes, eſtabliſhed from time 
immemorial, and from the produce of the 
gold and filver mines. All the towns in the 
neighbourhood of Mexico provided men for the 
King's works, and fuel for the palace. The 
nobility were obliged to guard the Emperor's 
perſon, to ſerve in his armies with a certain 
number of vaſſals, and to make him preſents, 
which, though he received as gifts, they durſt 
not neglect. He had different treaſurers for all 
the different kinds of contributions, and the 
tribunal of the crown revenue, having iſſued out 
what was neceſſary for the expence of the pa- 
laces and for war, converted the overplus in- 

| to 


— 


& HERNANDO CORTES. 111 


to ingots of gold. Beſides this tribunal, there 
was a council of juſtice, which received ap- 
peals from inferior courts; a council of ſtate, 
and a council of war ; judges of commerce, and 
other officers. As they had no written laws, 
but were governed by the cuſtoms and inſtitu- 
tions of their anceſtors, their trials were ſum- 
mary and verbal ; murder, theft, adultery, and 
any ſlight diſreſpect towards the Emperor, were 
puniſhed with death; but all other crimes were 
eaſily pardoned. 

New-born infants were taken with great ſo- 
lemnity to the temples, where the prieſts gave 
them ſome admonitions relating to the troubles 
to which they were born. When the child 
was the ſon of one of the nobles, they put a 
ſword into his right hand, and upon his left 
arm a ſhield, kept in the temple for that pur- 
poſe. If he was of plebeian extraction, they 
put mechanical inſtruments into his hands, 
but the females of both ranks were preſented 
with the ſpindle and diſtaff. After this cere- 
mony was performed, the infant was taken to 
the altar, and his privities pricked with a thorn, 
or cut with a lancet of flint, ſo as to draw a 
few drops of blood, which was no ſooner done, 
than they were ſprinkled with water. The 
children of the plebeians were inſtructed in 
public ſchools, and thoſe of the nobility in 
well endowed colleges, where they paſſed 
through three ſucceſſive claſſes; in the firſt of 
which they were taught to read the characters 
and hieroglyphics, and to repeat the hiſtorical 
ſongs: In the ſecond, they were inſtructed in 
the rules of civility, modeſty, and a polite beha- 
55 Viour: 
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viour : And in the third, they were inured to 
robuſt exerciſes, as wreſtling, managing their 
arms ; the hardſhips, of ſuftering hunger and 


thirſt, and the inclemencies of the weather. 


Having acquired theſe qualifications, the young 
noblemen who were deſigned for war were 
ſent as volunteers to the army, in order to ac- 
cuſtom them to dangers and hardſhips, where 
they were often placed among the baggage men, 
and their ſhoulders loaded with proviſions, to 
mortify their vanity, and inure their bodies to 
fatigue. After which they were obliged to give 
ſome proofs of valour, before they could be en- 
rolled as ſoldiers. 

Their marriage ceremony was very ſimple, 
for the contract being ſettled, the parties ap- 
peared in the temple, when the prieſt having 
examined them with reſpe& to their mutual 
paſſion, he tied a tip of the woman's veil to 


the corner of the bridegroom's garment, and ac- 


companied them, joined in this manner, to 
their habitation, where they went ſeven times 
round the fire, and then fitting down to receive 
.an equal ſhare of the heat, the marriage was 
compleated. The huſband then requeſted the 
bride's portion; but was afterwards obliged to 
Teftore it, in caſe of ſeparation, which was of- 
ten effected by mutual conſent. In that caſe 
the boys remained with the father, and the girls 
-went with the mother, and the marnage being 
thus diſſolved, the parties were forbid to join 
again on pain of death, 

The Mexicans believed the immortality of 
the ſoul, and that it was rewarded or puniſhed 
an a future ſtate, but buried gold and ſilver = 
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che deceaſed to defray the expence of their 
Journey, which they imagined to be long and 
troubleſome. Some ſervants were even ſlain to 
bear them company, and the wives frequently 
killed themſelves in order to accompany their 
huſbands: And when the Emperor died, all his 
houſehold oihcers and favourites were obliged to 
follow him to the other world. 

The Mexican year, as well as ours, conſiſted 
of 365 days, but was divided into eighteen 
months of twenty days each, and at the end 
of the year, five days, appropriated to pleaſure 
and a ceſſation from bufineſs, were added to 
make it anſwer the courſe of the ſun ; they had 
alſo a kind of weeks of thirteen days, to which 
different names were given, and a much longer 
period, ſtiled ages, which conſiſted of four weeks 


of years. This large period was repreſented in 


z very ſingular manner. In the centre of a 
circle, divided into fifty-two degrees, allowing 
a year for each, they painted the ſun, from 
whoſe rays proceeded four lines of different 
colours, which equally divided the circumference, 
leaving thirteen degrees to each quarter, and 
here the ſun had his proſperous or adverſe aſ- 
pects, according to the colour of the line. In 
a larger circle, which incloſed the other, they 
marked with their characters the chief occur- 
xences of the age, and theſe ſecular annals 
were conſidered as public inſtruments that ſer- 
ved for proofs of hiſtorical facts. | 
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Cortes receives a very alarming Letter from Vera 
Cruz, in Conſequence of which he makes Mote- 5 
zuma his Priſoner, and ſome time after loads him | 
awith Fetters. The Spaniards build two Ships 4 
upon the Lake. A Conſpiracy formed againſt 
them; but diſcovered by Motezuma, and the 
principal Conductor puniſhed, Motezuma de- 
clares Charles V. King of Spain his Succeſſor ; 
and offers to become tributary to that Prince, to 
which he gains the Conſent of the States, and 
confirms it by great Preſents. After which he 
inſiſts upon Cortes's leaving Mexico, who is 
informed of the Arrival of a Fleet ſent againſt 
him by Velaſquez. 


HE Mexicans ſeemed to vie with each 
other, in expreſſing their regard for the 
Spaniards. They were daily entertained with 
ſome new diverſion, at which Motezuma appear- 
ed in perſon, a condeſcenſion that inſpired the 
people with a higher reverence and eſteem for 
theſe ſtrangers, He appeared particularly fond 
of Cortes, ſpending great part of his time with 
him, and contracted an acquaintance with his 
1 captains, to whom he frequently made preſents, 
FF in which he diſtinguiſhed the merit of each with 
great diſcernment. 'Thus the Spaniards enjoyed 

an agreeable repoſe; but were at length a- 

larmed by a letter from Yera Cruz, brought by 
h two Tlaſcalan ſoldiers, who had diſguiſed —_— 
| ves 
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ſelves ſo as ro appear like Mexicans, and had 
entered the city unperceived. 

This letter informed Cortes, that ſome of the 
Judians in alliance with the Spaniards complained 
to Juan de Eſcalante that Dualpopoca, one of 
Motezuma's generals, had aſſembled a great bo- 
dy of forces upon the frontiers of Zempoalla, 
where they levied contributions with great cru- 
elty. Upon which E/calante ſent to defire the 
Mexican general to ſuſpend hoſtilities till further 
orders ſhould come from Mexico, where the 
Spaniardi, tne allies of thoſe people, were en- 
tertained by Motezuma with great hoſpitality. 
But 2zalpopoca ſending a very inſolent anſwer, 
E/calante was ſo provoked, that he marched 
againſt him at the head of forty Spaniards, and 
2000 Indians, and coming to an engagement, 
he put the Mexicans to flight, and notwithſtand- 
ing his being almoſt intirely abandoned by his 
Indian allies, purſued them to the next town, 
where he attacked them with ſuch reſolution, 
that he entirely routed and diſlodged them. 
This victory however colt the Spaniards very 
dear, for Juan de Eſcalante was mortally wound- 
ed, ſix of the foldicrs alſo received ſeveral 
wounds, and Juan de Arguillo, a man of extra- 
ordinary ature, was carried off alive. In this 
letter the council of Vera Cruz deſired Cortes to 
appoint them a new governor, and to give di- 
xections relating to their affairs. | 

Cortes being greatly concerned at the loſs of 


Juan de Eſcalante, he communicated the letter 


to his captains ; deſiring that each of them 
would give his opinion freely at their next 
meeting, and the following morning ſent for 

L 2 ſome 
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ſome of the moſt ſenſible Indians in his army, 
when having aſked them, if they had lately 
perceived any change in the behaviour or diſ- 
courſe of the Mexicans, they informed him, that 
the nobles appeared penſive and myſterious 3 
that they had heard ſome of the people talk of 
breaking down the cauſeway, and that there 
was a report that a Spaniard's head had been 
preſented to Motezuma, who viewed it with 
aſtoniſhment on account of its largeneſs, and | 
the herceneſs of its aſpect, and immediately or- 
dered it to be concealed. | 
From theſe circumſtances and particularly that | 
of the head, which Cortes ſuppoſed belonged to 
Arguillo, he immediately concluded, that the 
Mexicans were reſolved on his deſtruction, and 1 
that Motezuma himſelf had concerted the ruin of 
the Spaniards; he therefore immediately aſſem- ; 
t 
N 
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bled his council, compoſed of the captains and 
ſome favourite ſoldiers, and having told them 
the hints he had received from the Iadians, 
aſked their advice. Some propoſed, that they þ 
ſhould retire privately in the night: others that 1 
they ſhould obtain a paſſport from Motexuma, 
and then retire publicly, and march to the 4 
relief of Vera Cruz; but the greateſt part 

were of opinion, that they ſhould continue 4 
at Mexico without ſeeming to know what had * 
|: paſſed at Vera Crux, till they could find a | 
j proper opportunity for retreating with ſafety. fo 
| However, none of theſe ſchemes were approved h 
| by Cortes, who repreſented, that the project of 


| retreating by ſtealth was equally dangerous and La 
| diſgraceful, ſince it would lower them in the .. 
; k 


eſteem of their allies, who might deſert th 
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as daſtardly fugitives, and perhaps recommend 
themſelves to Motezuma's favour, by joining his 
forces in order to cut off their retreat. He ob- 
ſerved that nothing could fink them lower in the 
opinion of the Mexicans than their demanding 
a paſſport, to retire from a city, which they 
had entered in ſpite of all oppoſition ; and that 
if the Emperor really ſought their deſtruction, 
he would grant them a fate conduct with a view 
of depriving them of all apprehenfions, and 
attacking them when it was leaft expected; and 
as to their ſtaying at Mexico, he thought that 
would be highly imprudent without taking 
fome reſolute ſtep for their ſafety. He there- 
fore propoſed their ſeizing Motezuma, convey- 
ing him to their own quarters, and detaining 
him there as an hoſtage for the ſincerity of his 
people. Such a bold action he alledged would 
fall the Mexicans with conſternation, and fo raiſe 
the character of the Spaniards, that they would 
never dream of combining againſt him for the 
future, eſpecially when they were ſenfible that 
he had diſcovered the tranſactions at Vera Crux, 
which they would imagine had been communi- 
cated by ſome ſupernatural intelligence. This 
daring propoſal he ſupported with all his elo- 
quence, and with ſuch ſucceſs, that it was una- 
nimouſly applauded. 

Cortes having choſen the hour, when the Spa- 
niards were accuſtomed to wait upon Motexuma, 
for the execution of this bold project, ordered 
his people to arm themielves in their quarters, 
privately to ſaddle their horſes, and to wait 
without noiſe for farther inſtructions. He then 
occupied all the avenues to the palace with 
| | L 3 {mall 
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fmall ſcattered detachments, and directing thirty 
choice men to follow him at a diſtance, went 
thither attended by four of his Captains, who,. 
as they uſually carried their arms with them, 
their doing ſo now occaſioned no ſuſpicions. 
Motezuma, according to cuſtom, came out of his 
apartment to receive the vilit, and his ſervants 
retired, as uſual, to another part of the palace, 
when Cortes, with an air of reſentment, com- 

lained of the Mexican General, for attacking 
bis confederates in violation of a peace under 
which they thought themſelves ſecure; for mur- 
dering a Spaniard in cold blood, and endeavour- 
ing to vindicate his perfidious conduct, by de- 
elaring that he acted in obedience to his Ma- 
jeſty's commands. 

On hearing this charge, Motexuma changed 
colour, but denied it with marks of confuſion ; 
when. Cortes, pretending to believe him innocent, 
replied, that after ſuch a declaration made by 
his General, neither the Spaxziards nor his own 
ſubjects would be undeceived, unleſs he took 
ſome extraordinary ſtep to efface the impreſſion 
made by ſuch a calumny.. That he was there» 
fore come to beg, he would without any diſturb- 
ance repair with him to the Spani& quarters, 
where he ſhould be treated with all the reve- 
rence and reſpe& due to his Majeſty, till his 
character ſhould: be vindicated to the ſatisfaction 
of all mankind. Motezuma, amazed and in- 
cenſed at the boldneſs of this requeſt, replied, 
that Princes of his rank were not accuſtomed 
to go tamely to priſon, nor would his ſubjects 
permit his ſo far forgetting his duty, as to 
Hoop to ſo baſe a compliance, nnn 
| 4 ertes 
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Cortes made uſe of other arguments, he ſtill 
refuſed to leave his palace, but being ſenſible 
of his danger offered to ſend immediately ſor 
Qualpopoca, and to deliver him with all his of- 
ficers into Cortes's hands, and in the mean time 
to give him two of his own ſons as hoſtages 
ſor the performance of his promiſe. Cortes, 
however, was not ſatisfied with theſe expedients, 
and his Captains, apprehending that the delay 
might be dangerous, began to grow clamorous 
and, among others, Juan Velaſquez de Leon 
called aloud, ſince he will not hear reaſon, let 
us ſeize him by force, or kill him on the ſpot. 
The Emperor, hearing this uttered in an angry 
tone, deiired to know what he ſaid, when Ma- 
rina, to whom he addreſſed himſelf, earneſtly 
exhorted him, as his own vaſlal and ſubject, to 
comply without heſitation, in order to preſerve 
his life ; which had ſuch an effeR, that he in- 
ſtantly roſe from his ſeat, and ſaid to Cortes, 
« I truſt myſelf in your hands, let us go to 
* your quarters, for ſo the Gods have decreed.” 
He then ordered his ſervants to get ready his 
equi page, told his miniſter that he had reſolved 
to paſs ſome days in the Spani/ quarters, and 
ordered the Captain of his guard to march 
with a body of troops and take Qualpepoca and 
his officers priſoners, that they might ſuffer for 
having invaded Zempoalla. 

Motezuma having given theſe directions, which 
Marina explained to Cortes and his officers, he 
left the palace with his uſual attendants; the 
Spaniards, on pretence of reſpect, marching cloſe 
by his chariot, which, 2s uſual, was carried 
on the ſhoulders of his nobles. However, a re- 
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port was inſtantly ſpread, that the ſtrangers had 
ſeized the Emperor's perſon, when the ſtreets 
were ſuddenly filled with crowds of people, 
who rent the air with their cries, threw them- 
ſelves on the ground, ſhedding floods of tears 


for their unhappy Prince, and a general inſur- 


rection would have certainly followed, had 
not Matexuma with a ſerene countenance com- 
manded filence, and aſſured the populace that 
he was going of his own accord to ſpend a 
few days with his friends the Spaniards. On 
his reaching their quarters he ordered his guards 
to diſperſe the populace, and his minifters to 
make it known, that the leaſt tumult or diſturb- 
ance ſhould be puniſhed with death. He then 
behaved in a very courteous manner to the 
Spaniſh ſoldiers, . who came out to receive him, 
and having choſen an apartment, at ſome dif- 
tance from thoſe in the poſſeflion of the Spa- 
ard, it was inſtantly furniſhed for his reception. 
Cortes immediately doubled the guards, poſted 
centinels at all the avenues, and, under the pre- 
tence of keeping his Majeſty from being crowd- 
ed, reſtrained the miniſters and courtiers that 
waited upon Motexuma to a certain number. 
Mean while he preſerved all the formalities of 
decorum, and treated the Emperor with his 
aſual reſpect, while that Prince appeared chear- 
ful and in good humour, and ſeemed perfectly 
pleaſed with his ſituation. He ſtill exerciſed 
all the functions of royalty, held councils, 
granted audiences, and, with the ſame freedom 
as uſual, regulated both the civil and military 
government of his kingdom. His table was 
ſupplied from the palace in a moſt plentiful 
5 manner, 
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manner, in order that the Spariards might 
fealt on the ſuperfluity ; and he conſtantly ſent 
ſome delicates to Cortes and his Captains, 
each of whom he could call by their names. 
While he occaſionally converſed with them, he 
ſtudied their tempers, and, without deſcending 
beneath the dignity of his character, ſeaſoned 
his diſcourſe with pleaſantry. All the time in 
which he was not employed in buſineſs, he 
paſſed among them, and ſometimes he played 
with Cortes at Tolologue, a game which conſiſted 
of tipping down ſmall pins of gold, with little 
balls of the ſame metal; and as they played for 
jewels and trinkets, the Emperor diſtributed 
his winnings among the Spaniards, and Cortes 
ſhared his good fortune among Meotezuma's in- 
ferior officers. 

While things were in this ſituation the Cap- 
tain of the guard returned with Qualpopoca, 
his ſon, and fifteen of the nobles, who had 
been concerned in killing the Spaniard; they 
had ſurrendered themſelves at the ſight of the 
royal et, and now arrived in about twenty 
days after the beginning of Motezuma's con- 
finement. Many great men went out to meet 
them, and their General was brought in upon 
men's ſhoulders, when Qualpepoca appearing 
before the Emperor, the latter upbraided him for 
having killed the Spaniard, and delivered him 
and the other officers into the hands of Cortes, 


to whom they confeſſed themſelves guilty of 


having violated the peace of their own accord, 
and of their having ordered Arguillo to be put 


to death; till finding that the Spaniſb General 
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reſolved to take away their lives, they laid the 
whole blame upon the Emperor, whoſe orders 
they had obeyed. Cortes, however, treated this 
as a malicious aſperſion, brought them to a 
formal trial, in which the Spaniards were both 
the judges and accuſers, and cruelly ſentenced 
them to be burned alive. 

To deter Motezuma from endeavouring to 
prevent the execution of this ſentence, the 
General reſolved on taking another ſurprizing 
ſtep. He went into that Prince's preſence, ac- 
companied by Marina, and three or four Cap- 
tains, with a common ſoldier carrying fetters, 
and having ſaluted the Emperor with his uſual 
reſpect, aſſumed a peremptory look, and in a 
loud voice told him, that Qualpopoca and his 
officers had acknowledged the crimes for which 
they were condemned to death; but as they pre- 
tended they had done nothing without hisorders, 
it was neceſſary that he ſhould ſuffer ſome per- 
ſonal mortification. He then, with an air of 
authority, commanded the foldier to ſhackle 
Motezuma, and then leaving him, gave orders 
to the guards to prevent his having any com- 
munication with his miniſters. 

Motezuma!s aſtoniſhment at being treated in 
this ignominious manner, was ſo great, that he 
had neither power to reſiſt, nor ſpeech to com- 
plain, while his ſervants, without uttering a 
word, threw themſelves at his feet, and, with 
ſigns of the, deepeſt afflition, ſupported the 
weight of his fetters, to prevent their hurting 
his legs. However, when he firſt recovered from 


his amazement, he flew into a tranſport of 


rage 5 
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rage; but ſoon recovering himſelf, collected his 
fortitude, and believing his life in danger, 
waited his fate with dignity and reſignation. 
In the mean time Cortes ordered the Mexicas 
General, with his ſon and the reſt of the officers, 
to be conducted under a ſtrong guard of Spa- 
wiards, to a large ſquare, where in the preſence 
of an innumerable concourſe of people their 
hands and feet were bound, after which the 
were placed on a large pile of broken bows 
and arrows, and fire being ſet to it, they were 
foon burned, to the amazement of all the ſpec- 
tators, who, without making the leaſt diſturb- 
ance, were ſtruck with awe and admiration. 
Cortes then returned to Motezuma's apartment, 
and telling him with a ſmile, that the traitors, 
who had preſumed to blemiſh his Majeſty's cha- 
racter, had now received their juſt puniſhment, he 
ſtooped down, and with his own hands took off 
the fetters. The Emperor received his liberty 
with a tumultuous joy, embraced Cortes ſeveral 
times, and fitting both of them down together, 
entered intoamicable converſation, during which 
the Spaniſh General let him know, that as the 
cauſe of his detention was now removed, he 
might return to his palace wuenever he pleaſ- 
ed. This was however no more than a poli- 
tical offer, which he knew he would not em- 
brace : for Marina had been ordered to infuſe 
into him a firm belief, that if he quitted the 
Spaniſh quarters, before Cortes's departure, he 
would ſuffer greatly in his reputation, as ſoon 
as it ſhould be known that he received his li- 
berty from the hand of another. He therefore 
declined the offer, and made a merit of his ſtay, 


by 


- 


124 The ConquesT of MEXICO, 


by ſaying, that on his return to his palace, his 
nobility and miniſters would preſs him to take 
up arms, in order to obtain ſatisfaction for the 
injury he had undergone, and therefore, out 
of regard to the Spaniards, he would remain 
where he was. 

From this time the Emperor ſeemed perfectly 
ſatisfied with his ſituation, and at length had 
ſuch confidence in Cortes, that he repreſented 
to him the expediency of allowing him to viſit 
ſome of his temples, that his ſubjects might no 
longer look upon him as a priſoner, which 
Cortes readily granted, upon condition that hu- 
man ſacrifi ces ſhould be aboliſhed. His firſt 
excurſion was to the principal temple, which 
he entered with his uſual pomp and attendance, 
and his appearance was celebrated with the 
2 acclamations of the people, among whom 

diſtributed his bounty with uncommon li- 
berality. From this time he went abroad as 
often as, he pleaſed, ſometimes to the palace of 
his wive$. and at others to his pleaſure houſes, 
where he enjoyed his former amuſements, but 
never without mentioning it to Cortes, who ge- 
nerally attended him in his parties of diverſion, 
and ſeemed ſo highly to engroſs his favour, 
that the nobles, who had any petition to offer 
to the Emperor, conſtantly ſollicited the Gene- 
ral's intereſt, which always proved ſucceſsful. 
But notwithſtanding this ſeeming tranquillity, 
the broken expreſſions overheard by the Tlaſca- 
lant, about breaking the cauſeways, and remov- 
ing the bridges, had made ſuch a deep impreſſion 
upon Corter's mind, that he reſolved to make 
himſelf 
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himſelf maſter of the lake, by building two 
brigantines upon it. 

Filled with this idea, he raiſed Motezuma's 
curioſity, by deſcribing the manner of failing 
with the wind, which was entirely unknown 
to the Mexicans, and obtained his permiſſion to 
build two veſſels for his Majeſty's amuſement, 
and the inſtruction of his ſubjects. He then or- 
dered the nails, cordage, canvas, and other 
tackle, belonging to the Syaniſh ſhips that had 
been ſunk, to be brought from Vera Crux, and 
ſome builders, who had enliſted as ſoldiers, were 
immediately ſet at work, with many of the 
Mexican carpenters, who followed their directi- 
ons, ſo that in a ſhort time the brigantines were 
compleated, and Motezuma reſolved to embark 
with the Spaniards, in order to have a nearer 
view of this ſtrange kind of navigation. Great 
preparations were made for this uncommon 
ſpectacle; a prodigious number of canoes, be- 
longing to the Emperor and others, were finely 
decorated, and manned with the expert 
rowers.. The Mexicans firmly bQ$KVed that 
their boats. would exceed the brigantines in 
ſwiftneſs: However a breeze no ſooner ſprun 
up, than theſe veſſels unfurled their ſails, —1 
ſoon left the canoes at a great diſtance, to the 

reat amazement of the Indians, who could 
torm no idea of the European manner of ſteer- 
ing and working ſuch floating-houſes, and they 
expreſsly declared, that by means of theſe won- 
derful machines, they believed the Spaniards 
could perfectly command the elements of wind 
and water. The aſtoniſiment of Motezuma was 


mingled with joy, and he beheld the victory 
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with the higheſt delight, though it was obtained 
over his own ſubjects. 

The Emperor now became daily more at- 
tached to Cortes, while the latter laid hold of 
this opportunity to deſire his aſſiſtance in ac- 
compliſhing various things he had in view: 
the firſt of which was the knowledge of the gold 
mines, their ſituation, how they were wrought, 
and what quantity of that precious metal was 
brought from them. Motezuma gave him very 
clear and diſtin anſwers to all thoſe enquiries, 
and, for his further ſatisfaction, allowed ſuch of 
his people as he could truſt, to go to the mines, 
both within and without his dominions. Cortes 
being alſo deſirous of having a map of the coaſt 
of the Mexican Empire, in order to be the better 
able to fix upon ſome port, to which ſupplies 
might be ſent him, the Emperor ordered his 
Painters to draw an exact repreſentation of all 
his territories, with all the bays, harbours, an 
creeks upon the coaſt. 

Some Spaniſh hiſtorians ſay, that at this time, 
when ſuch real harmony ought to have pre- 
vailed between the Spaniards and Indians, Cor- 
zes's ſoldiers reſolved to demoliſh all the idols of 
Mexico, and to convert the principal temple into 
a church; that the Prieſts took up arms, 
and the whole city roſe in defence of their 
Gods; but after a long conteſt, maintained 
without bloodſhed, the Mexicans agreed, 

that a part of the temples ſhould be converted 
into a Chriſtian chapel, and this even the 
idolatrous Prieſts themſelves took great pains 
to clear and adorn; after which an altar was 


erected, with the croſs of Chriſt, and the image 0 
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the Virgin Mary: but that at length the Mexicans 
wanting rain came in a tumultuous manner to 
Cortes, and complained that their Gods had re- 
fuſed to refreſh the earth, on account of their 
having introduced ſtrange deities into their tem- 
ples, when, to appeaſe this diſorder, he promi- 
ſed, that they ſhould have a plentiful ſhower, 
which, it is pretended, actually fell in a few 
hours, to the great admiration of Motezuma 
and his ſubjects. But it is very improbable, that 
Garter ſhould ſuffer his ſoldiers to engage in ſo 
raſn an enterprize, that could not fail of exaſ- 
perating the minds of the Indians, and indeed 
the whole ſtory plainly appears to be only a fic- 
tion, deſigned to raiſe the character of Cortes, 
by having a miracle wrought in his favour. 
While the Span; General continued to enjoy 
Motezuma's favour, a plot was formed, which 
neither the Emperor nor Cortes could foreſee, 
Cacumazin, the Emperor's own nephew, who 
was Cacique of Texzeuce, being a young man of 


great vivacity, art and ambition, under the pre- 


tence of delivering Metexuma, entertained de- 
ſigns of aſcending the throne of Mexico, either 
by occaſioning an immediate revolution, or by 
obtaining it by the favour of the people at the 
next election. In order to which he privately 
* to the nobles and people, the diſgrace 
of being under ſubjection to a handful of 
ſtrangers, who dared to confine his uncle Mote- 
uma; the audacious behaviour of Cortes, who 
had acted as a ſupreme magiſtrate in the midſt 
of Mexico, and had even by a moſt ignominious 
execution put an Indian General to death; that 


their 
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their liberty, their honour, and their King, 
before the ſtrangers had ſuccours from their 
own country, from Tlaſcala, and other parts; and 
therefore propoſed, that they ſhould take arms, 
and ſuddenly attack the Spaniards in their 
quarters. But the Cacique of Mataleingo, who 
was likewiſe Motezuma's nephew, and eaſily pe- 
netrated into Cacumaxin's deſigns, which inter- 
fered with his own pretenſions, oppoſed the exe- 
cution of this ſcheme, inſiſting that ſome ſteps 
ſhould firſt be taken, to ſecure the Emperor's 
perſon, which would be in the greateſt danger 
from ſuch an attack, and finding his expedient 
rejected by the aſſembly, as impracticable, re- 
ſolved to inform Motezuma of the conſpiracy, 
though he ſeemed to act in concert with the 
council, who actually appointed the day in 
which the enterprize was to be executed. Mo- 
tezuma was no ſooner informed of this plot, 
than he went to communicate the particulars to 


Cortes, who by means of his ſpies was already 


informed of the whole. He however returned 
the Emperor thanks for his information, and 
begged to be allowed to march out with the 
Spaniards, to chaſtize Cacumazin. Motezuma 
urged ſeveral good arguments againſt this pro- 
poſal, defired the General to leave the puniſh- 
ment of the offender to his care, and ſoon took 
ſuch meaſures, that his nephew was ſeized and 
brought priſoner to Mexico, where he was cloſe- 
ly confined. At this very time Cacumaxin had 
a brother in Mexico, who was a youth of great 
courage, whom Motezuma had taken into his 
protection; but a few days before he had nar- 
rowly eſcaped a ſnare which Cacumazin, in 
| 7 conſequence 
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conſequence of ſome domeſtic jealouſies, had 
laid for his life. Upon this occaſion Cortes 
diſſuaded the Emperor from putting a Prince 


of the blood to death by a public execution; 


but adviſed him to deprive Cacumazin of his 
rank and dominions, and ' to beſtow them on 
his brother, who deſerved that mark of indul- 
gence. Motezuma was greatly pleaſed with this 
advice, which he inſtantly communicated to his 
council, who applauded it as equally juſt and 
merciful; and this manner of chaſtizing without 
bloodſhed, being admired by the whole Em- 
pire, had ſuch an effect on the reſt of the 
conſpirators, that they diſbanded their troops, 
and had recourſe to the clemency of the Em- 
peror, whoſe pardon they obtained through the 
interceſſion of Cortes. 

But though Motezuma appeared ſo well ſatis- 
hed with Cortes, he was far from being pleaſed 
at the Spaniards ſtaying ſo long in his capital, 
and ſeveral mortifying reflections rankled at his 
heart, and diſturbed his repoſe; for he could 
not compare his former fituation with what 
he had ſuffered from the Spaniards, and his 
preſent dependent ſtate, without having very 
humbling thoughts. He here, however, proved 
himſelf ſo great a politician, that he entirely 
concealed the diſpoſition of his mind, and when 
he actually propoſed to Cortes the ſcheme he had 
formed to get rid of him, he was ſo far from 
conceiving it in that light, that he thought it 
the higheſt act of favour he had ever conferred 
upon, him. He took a proper opportunity to 
mform him, that he was now prepared to make 
a voluntary acknowledgment of the vaſſalage he 

3 owed 
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owed to the King of Spain, as the ſucceſſor of 
Duezalcoal; that he would convoke a general 
aſſembly of his nobles for that purpoſe, and, 
as a mark of that vaſſalage, would preſent the 
moſt valuable jewels of his treaſury to the Spa- 
#i/þ Monarch, and did not doubt but all his 
Caciques would follow his example. Cortes 
returned him thanks for his liberality, without 
appearing ſurpriſed at his propoſal, and in- 
wardly rejoiced at the proſpect of being able 
to give his ſovereign ſuch an important earneſt 
of the wealth he might one day reap from this 

acquiſition. h 
Motezumea, agreeably to his promiſe, diſnatch- 
ed couriers to convene all the Caciques of his 
Empire, according to a cuſtom practiſed on 
important occaſions. They came with equal 
ſplendor and expedition, and the council was 
aſſembled in the King's apartment, in the 
preſence of Cortes and his Captains. The 
Emperor began with a ſtudied ſpeech, in which 
he reminded them of the obligations they were 
under to him as their ſovereign and benefactor, 
and having aſſured them, that he had hoth 
conſulted and obtained the approbation of the 
Gods, with reſpect to the cauſe of their meeting, 
repeated the ſtory and propheey of Quexalcoal, 
declared that the King of Spain was the deſcend- 
ant of that mighty Prince,.and conſequently the 
lawful ſovereign of the Mexican Empire, to whom 
both he and they were bound to pay obedience, 
as a mark of which he had ſelected for an of- 
fering to the King of Spain the moſt precious 
Jewels of his treaſury, and he did not doubt but 
they would follow his exawple. 
2 Moteꝝ uma 
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Metezuma was unable to pronounce this ſpeech 
without interruption ; he ſighed from time to 
time, and on his owning himſelf the vaſſal of 
another Prince, the tears trickled down his. 
cheeks, and he was unable to proceed. Cortes 
then riſing, declared that it was not his ſove- 
reign's intention to diſpoſſeſs Montezuma, or to 
occaſion the leaſt innovation in his government, 
and that he only required them to ſettle his 
right to the ſucceſſion in favour of his deſcend- 
ants, at which Motezuma reſuming treſh courage, 
finiſhed his ſpeech. The whole aſſembly were 
amazed, and ſtruek dumb at a propoſal that ap- 
peared ſo inconſiſtent with the dignity and known 
character of the Emperoz, and conſidering it as 
extorted by compulſion, they groaned bitterly; 
gave the ſtrongeſt marks of anxiety and per- 
turbation of mind, and with an emphatic ſilence 
looked at each other. At length the prime 
miniſter, who was well acquainted with his 
Prince's diſpoſition, took upon himſelf to 
anſwer, in the name of the whole aſſembly, 
and aſſured Motexuma, that as all the nobles eſ- 
teemed him their natural Lord and Sovereign, 
they would chearfully obey whatever he thought 
proper to propoſe, and follow his Majeſty's 
example to the utmoſt of their power. The 
whole aſſembly expreſſed their aſſent to this de- 
elaration, when Cortes by means of his interpre- 
ter made an artful ſpeech, in which he return- 
ed thanks to Motezuma and all preſent, for this 
proof of their reſpect, which he accepted in the 
name of his King. It is probable that Mote- 
zuma's ſole intention in this tranſaction, was to 
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132 The Conqutzt ef ME XICO, 
forward the departure of his gueſts, without the 
leaſt deſign of . fulfilling the terms of this ſub- 
miſſion for the future. However, from that day, 
Charles V. was acknowledged, and believed by 
the people to be the lawful ſovereign of the Mexi- 
can Empire, and their homage, according to the 
cuſtom of the country, was authenticated by a 
public inſtrument. | 
The Emperor, having concluded this affair 
to his own ſatisfaction, reſolved immediately to 
recover that liberty and independance for which 
he had fo long ſighed in free, and ſpeedily 
delivered to Cortes the preſent he had provided, 
conſiſting of curioſities in gold, in the ſhape of 
birds, fiſhes, and four-footed beaſts, and many 


precious ſtones, particularly a number of a ſort 


eſteemed by the Mexicans above all others, 
which in colour reſembled emeralds, and many 
beautiful pictures, formed of variegated feathers. 
In ſhort, the whole ſeemed the ranſom of a 
great Prince, who thought he could not pur- 
chaſe his liberty at too high a rp ; and the li- 
derality of the nobles was ſuch as might be ex- 
pected from wealthy Chiefs, who vied with 
each other in loyalty and oſtentation. Cortes 
choſe a receiver and treaſurer, who were di- 
rected to take an exact account of what was 
received, and in a few days, excluſive of jewels 
and pieces of curious workmanſhip, they had 
amaſſed as much gold as when melted down 
amounted to 600,000 pefoes in bars, out of 
which treaſure, one fifth part was ſet a- ſide for 
the King, and a fifth of the remainder for Cortes, 
and to defray the expence of providing 3 
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faries for the army: another part was allotted 
to reimburſe Diego Velaſquez, and Cortes's friends 
in the iſland of Cuba; and the remainder was 
divided amongſt the officers and ſoldiers, in- 
cluding thoſe that were at Vera Cruz. All who 
were in the ſame poſts had equal ſhares, but 
among the private men thoſe were beſt reward- 
ed who had moſt diſtinguiſhed themſelves. This 
however produced loud complaints, which were 
ſoon ſilenced by Cortes's ſatisfying the malecon- 
tents from his own ſhare. 

Motexuma having thus acknowledged his ſub- 
jection to Spain, ſent for Cortes, and with an 
air of greater dignity than uſual, told him, 
that as his buſineſs was now diſpatched, he 
ought to think of departing, fince his ſtaying aay 
longer would be attributed to ſiniſter motives, 
nor could he longer afford him ſupport when he 
had not reaſon on his fide. This intimation, and 
the manner in which it was delivered, were ſo 
unexpected, that Cortes was ſome time before he 
could. recolle& himſelf, ſo as to make a proper 
reply. He now perceived the deſign of convo- 
king the aſſembly, and ſuſpected that Motezuma 
had privately aſſembled ſome forces in order to 
back this propoſal, and therefore ſent one of 
the Spaniards who was with him to order his 
ſoldiers to take to their arms, and in the mean 
while excuſed his embarraſſment at ſeeing his 
Majeſty more moved than uſual, aſſuring him 
that he was ſo far from deſigning to delay his 
departure, that he came on purpoſe to deſire his 
permiſſion to build fome veſſels to carry the 
Spaniard: to their own country, as his Maes 

we 
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well knew they had loſt their ſhips, in which 
they had failed to that coaſt. 

It is ſaid that the Emperor had provided 
50,000 men to ſupport his determination ; but 1t 
is certain that he was very deſirous of avoiding a 
rupture with Cortes, and was even under ſome ap- 
prehenſions with reſpect to the anſwer he might 
receive; but he'no ſooner heard this artful re- 
ply, than he embraced him with ſingular marks 
of affection, and having now loſt his fears, gold 
him with great complacency, that he did not in- 
tend to haſten his departure before he was pro- 
vided . for the voyage, and that he mould be 
ſpeedily furniſhed with every thing he wanted. 
He accordingly gave orders for afſembling all 
the carpenters in the country to cut wood, and 
to work under the direction of the Spaniards. 
Cortes ſeemed in equal haſte to be gone, and 
diſpatched his builders to Vera Cruz, in order to 
collect the remainder of the iron work, rzgging, 
and fails of the veſſels which had been iunk, 
but at the ſame time ſent private directions to 
Martin Lopez his maſter- builder, to proceed ſlow- 
ly, and prolong the work as much as poſlible, 
without incurring the ſuſpicion of the Mexicans; 
his real deſign being to preſerve his footing at 
Mexico till the return of his commiſſaries from 
Spain; for he expected that they would bring 
with them both a ſupply of troops, and di- 
rections for his future conduct. | 

He thus for the preſent quieted the minds of 
Motexuma and his ſubjects; but a very few 
days produced an extraordinary alteration in 
his affairs. The Emperor received 8 
| — 
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that eighteen ſhips had appeared upon the coaſt 
of Pilleca, and by the paintings made for his 
Majeſty's information, theſe ſhips ſeemed to be 
manned with Spaniardt, a circumſtance which 
aturally alarmed the whole Empire, and re- 
vived the ſuſpicions that had been entertained 
of Cortes, to whom Meotezuma immediately com- 
municated this intelligence, letting him know 
at the ſame time, that it muſt now be unneceſſary 
for him to proceed in building ſhips, ſince he 
might embark in thoſe ſent from his own coun- 
try. Cortes examined the paintings, and was 
convinced of their being Spaniſb veſſels: but 
{ſuppoſing that the were ſent to him from Spain 
with a ſupply of troops and ammunition, an- 
ſwered with great compoſure, that he would im- 
mediately embark, if they were going to re- 
turn to any of the King of Spain's dominions, 
but that it would be imprudent to deſiſt from 
building, till he ſhould be informed of the par- 
ticulars by a meſſenger from Zempoalla, whom 
he every moment expected. But a few days 
after this converſation, Cortes received a letter 
from Gonzalo de Sandoval, by which he was in- 
. formed that this fleet contained 800 men, and 
was ſent by Diego Velaſquez to oppoſe him and 
his deſigns in Mexico. He received this mortify- 
ing account, while he was in converſation with 
Motezuma, and was obliged to make uſe of 
all his prudence and e to conceal the 
emotions he felt upon this occaſion, from t 
obſervation of that Prince. He however ſac- 
ceeded in his endeavours, and retired in or 


to deliberate upon this unexpected event. But 5. 
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is here neceſſary to mention the reception Cortes's n 
commiſſaries found at the court of Spain, and 8 
the cauſes that promoted Felaſquez to fit out C 
ſuch a fleet againſt him, which will be the ſub- 7 
n 
fc 
h 


ject of the following chapter. 
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The Proceedings of the Commiſſaries ſent by Cortes ot 
to the Court of Spain, and the Riſe of the Se- Hh 
cond Expedition formed by Diego Velatquez for F. 
the Deſtruction of Cortes. The Monks of St. Or 
Geronimo endeawour in vain to make Velaſquez 
abandon his Preject. The Fleet fails under the vc 
Command of Pamphilo de Narvaez, arrives at tu 
Vera Cruz, but is oppoſed by the Governor. tir 
Cortes endeavours to come to Terms of Atcom- th 
modation with the other Army, but without ta 
Succeſs, and ſets out upon his March againſt an 
Narvaez. de 
. ſe 
T has been already obſerved that Cortes and ſai 
the council of Vera Cruz, ſent Alonzo Her- a/ 
nandez Portocarrero and Franciſco. de Montejo, the 
with letters for the King of Spain, together with $0 
the firſt tribute ſent from, New Spain. Theſe the 
gentlemen, contrary to the orders they had recei- to 
ved, touched at the iſland of Cuba, in order that ing 
Pranciſco de Montejo might have the pleaſure of his 
viſiting his family and relations who reſided near Pal 
the Hawanrah, and at ſo great a diſtanee from ACC 
Pelaſques, that they flattered themſelves they ſet 
an no riſk, either from his vigilance or reſent- M: 


ment, 
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ment. This ſtep however brought them into 
great danger, for Diego Velaſquez ſuppoſing that 7 
Cortes would ſend ſome of his ſhips to Sr. Do- 1 
mingo, to ſollicit ſuccours of the religious gover- 
nors, had placed ſpies along the coaſt, who in- 
forming him of what had happened at Montejo's 
houſe, he immediately diſpatched two light 
veſſels well manned, with orders to take the ſhip, 
and every perſon on board, and Montęjo, in 
conſequence of the firſt notice he had received 
of this advice, had no ſooner embarked, than 
he was obliged to ſail through the gulph of 
Florida, which was hitherto unattempted, as the 

only means of eſcape. 
This ſhip however had a very proſperous 
voyage; but arrived at Seville at a very unfor- 
| tunate conjuncture: for the chaplain Benito Mar- 
tin, who had been ſent by Velaſguex to ſollicit 
the commiſſion of King's Lieutenant, had ob- 
| tained his ſuit; ſent the commiſſion to Cuba, 
F and was then waiting at Seville for a ſhip, in or- 
der to return thither himſelf. This man repre- 
ſented Cortes as a pitate, who had clandeſtinely 
ſailed with ſeveral veſſels which belonged to Ve- 
laſguex, and in conſequence of his complaint, 
the directors of trade, ordered the ſhip and car- 
go to be ſeized; but as a great favour permitted 
the two Captains, with the pilot ſent by Cortes, 
to apply to the King for redreſs. They accord- 
ingly ſet out for Barcelona, but there found that 
his Majeſty was at Corunna, where he was pre- 
paring to paſs over into Flanders, in order to 
accept of the Imperial Crown, They therefore 
ſet out for that city, atid in their way viſited 
Martin Cortes, who with equal pleaſure and ſur- 
Vol. II. N prize 
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prize, heard of the glory and ſucceſs of his ſon, 
whoſe death he had long deplored, and per- 
ſuaded him to accompany them to the Emperor, 
in hopes that his charaQter and grey hairs would 
ive a ſanction to their ſolicitations. They 
Fad the good fortune to overtake the Court at 
Tordefillas, juſt as Cortes's preſents arrived with 
the Indians of the New Conqueſt from Seville; 
for theſe being upon the Emperor's own ac- 
count, they durſt not detain them. His Majeſty 
gave them a very gracious reception, and was 
extremely ſurprized at their account of this new 
diſcoyered Empire, and in ſeveral conferences 
with them enquired minutely into every particu- 
lar relating to the conqueſt, While the Indians, 
and the preſents that were before him, gave as 
it were ſanction to all the wonderful things 
they related. But as he was then on his depar- 
ture to Germany, he referred Cortes's letters and 
ſolicitations to Cardinal Adrian, and the coun- 
cil, to which he had communicated the manage- 
ment of affairs during his abſence, deſiring that 
they would find out ſome method of doing juſ- 
tice to Yela/quez”s pretenſions, and at the ſame 
time to encourage Cortes, But the preſident of 
this council being Velaſguex's friend, repreſent- 
ed Cortes as a rebel, upon whom they could have 
no dependance. They however did not think 
proper to give him an immediate cauſe of diſ- 
content, though they reſolved not to ſend him 
any part of the ſupplies he had earneſtly re- 
queſted, and all that the deputies could obtain 
was a ſmall ſhare of what they had brought 
for their own ſubſiſtence; after which they for 
two 
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two whole years attended the court without the 


leaſt ſucceſs. 


In the mean time Diego Velaſquez received his 
commiſſion of King's ade not only of 
Cuba, but of all the countries that ſhould be diſ- 
covered and cohquered by his means, which, 
together with his being aſſured of the protection 
of the Biſhop of Burgos, preſident of the In- 
dies, enabled him to gratify his ambition and 
reſentment; whence he reſolved to puniſh 
Cortes as a rebel and deſerter, and to appropri- 
ate to himſelf the honour of conquering the 
Mexican Empire. With theſe views he expend- 
ed the greateſt part of his fortune in equipping 
a ſquadron, which conſiſted of $00 Spaniſh in- 
fantry, 80 horſe, 12 pieces of cannon, and a 
large quantity of proviſions, arms and ammuni- 
tion. The command of this ſquadron he be- 
ſtowed upon Pamphilo de Narvaez, a man of 
diſtinction and capacity, but vain, haughty, 
and opinionated ; and to this perſon he gave 
the title of his Lieutenant, with private inſtruc- 
tions to apprehend Cortes, and ſend him over to 
Cuba in irons, together with his principal offi- 
cers, in caſe they refuſed to abandon his intereſts. 
After which he was to take poſſeſſion, in the 
name of Yela/quez, of all the countries that had 
been conquered, as being within his juriſdiction, 
While theſe preparations were making, the 
Monks of St. Geronimo, who preſided over the 
royal audience at Sc. Domingo, and whoſe juriſ- 
diction extended over the other iſlands, were 
informed of. his deſigns, and foreſeeing the ill 
conſequences that might attend them, ſent Lucas 
Velaſquez de Ayllon to perſuade Diego to deſiſt 
:0. 8 from 
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from his enterprize, and in caſe his arguments 
failed, to command him, under great penalties, 
to deſiſt from undertaking what might impede 
Cortes's meaſures. 
This Miniſter, arriving in the iſland of Cuba 
when the fleet was juſt ready to fail, uſed all 
his elocution and influence to divert Yelaſquez 
from his purpoſe, and among other arguments, 
repreſented the miſchief that might be done to 
the intereſt of Spain, ſhould the Indians be wit- 
neſs of.a civil war among their conquerors, and 
exhorted him to leave his complaint to the ex- 
amination of the royal chamber, which would 
not fail of doing him juſtice; but Yela/quez be- 
ing deaf to all his remonſtrances, and elevated, 
by the title he had acquired to the greateſt de- 
gree of pride and inſolence, De Ayllon cauſed his 
orders and proteſt to be notified by a ſcrivener, 
and then diſſembling his reſentment, defired to 
be allowed to . his curioſity by accom- 
panying the expedition. This requeſt was im- 
mediately granted, and De Ayllon embarked, in 
hopes of being able to act as mediator between 
Narwvaez and Cortes, and thus prevent the ill 
conſequences that might ariſe from Velaſpuex's 
reſentment. With the 1 view Audres de Duero, 
the Secretary of Yelaſquez, who had befriended 
Cortes in the beginning of his fortune, engaged 
in the expedition, and the ſquadron ſailing with 
a favourable wind, ſoon came to an anchor in 
the port of Ulua. 

Narwvaex on his arrival on the coaft of Mexico, 
ſent ſome ſoldiers on ſhore for intelligence, who 
ſoon returned with two or three Saniardi whom 
they found ſtraggling about, and from theſe he 

| " received 
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received an account of every thing that had hap- 
pened at Vera Cruz and Mexico. Narwaez, upon 
receiving this intelligence, reſolved to endeavour 
to obtain the fortreſs of Yera Cruz by treaty, 
and therefore ſent a clergyman, named Juan 
Ruis de Guevara, with three ſoldiers and a public 
notary to Gonzalo de Sandoval, in order to per- 
ſuade him to give up Vera Crux, and to join the 
army with his garriſon. 

Gonzalo, being informed by his centinels of 
their coming, was prepared for their reception z 
but could ſcarcely reſtrain himſelf within the 
bounds of moderation, when Guevera delivered 
his meſſage, and let him know that Narwaez 


was come to ſend Cortes in chains to Cuba; he 


therefore anſwered with great warmth that he 
could not believe that Narwazz, whom he took 
to be a good ſubject, would attempt to interrupt 
Cortes in a conqueſt that would be of ſuch ad- 
vantage to Spain; but would rather join him 
with all his forces, in order to bring ſuch a 
noble ſcheme to perfection. However if he was 
really reſolved to offer violence to Cortes, he 
might be aſſured that the garriſon of Yera Cruz 
would make all the oppoſition in their power. 
The prieſt being very paſſionate was ſo pro- 
voked at this unexpected repulſe, that he threat- 
ned Cortes and all his adherents, whom he up- 
braided as felons and traitors, and then ordered 
the notary to do his office in publiſhing that all 
the Spaniards in Vera Cruz ſhould obey Narvaez 
on pain of death, 

Sandoval attempted to perſuade this indiſereet 
eccleſiaſtic, that ſuch violence was equally un- 
juſt and indeceat in a perſon of his profeſſion z 
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but finding that all his arguments were vain, he 
at length aſſumed a peremptory air, and told 
the notary, that ſhould he preſume to publiſh 
any orders that did not come from the King, he 
would give directions for his being hanged im- 
mediately. He even cauſed the prieſt and his 
attendants to be apprehended, and ſent to inform 
Cortes of the ſteps he had taken. He then ſum- 
moned his Indian allies to aſſiſt him, in caſe he 
ſhould be attacked; put his fortreſs in the beſt 
order poſſible, and like an able and vigilant 
commander, made all the neceſſary diſpoſitions 
for ſuſtaining a ſiege, 

Cortes was under the greateſt anxiety on his 
being informed of theſe tranſactions, he being 
very ſenſible of the dangerous fituation he was 
in, with reſpect to the Mexicans and to Narwaex, 
who were equally his enemies ; and yet in the 
preſence of Motezuma, he wore an air of tran- 
quillity, telling him, that thoſe who had newly 
arrived, were come with a ſecond embaſly to 
ſupport the propoſitions he had already made, 
and, according to the cuſtom of his country, had 
brought an army along with them; but that he 
would prevail upon them to return, and as his 
Majeſty's generoſity had left nothing either for 
him or them to deſire, he would go along with 
them. | | 

Cortes's uneaſineſs was however very far from 
rendering him inactive, he reſolved, if poſſible, 
to bring about a reconciliation with Narwaes 
but left that ſhould not ſucceed, prepared with 
the greateſt diligence for war. He gave private 
inſtructions to three or four of his ſoldiers, who 
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to perſuade the Caciques of that country, to levy 
2000 ſoldiers for his ſervice, for they were a 
warlike people, and had already privately of- 
fered him their friendſhip. He at the ſame time 
purchaſed of them 3oo lances, made of a very 
tough wood, armed with points of tempered 
copper, and diſtributed them among his ſoldiers, 
bayonets being not then invented, to preſerve 
them from Narvaex's horie, which gave him 
great apprehenſions. 

While Corres was taking theſe prudent ſteps, 
Pedro de Solis arrived from Vera Crux with the 
22 ſent by Genzalo de Sandoval, who had 

n carried in chairs on the ſhoulders of the Ju- 
dians, When Cortes, being informed of their 
coming, went out to receive them with a greater 
number of attendants than ordinary. He in- 
ſtantly cauſed their fetters to be taken off, em- 
braced them with great appearance of cordiality, 
and was particularly civil to father Guevara, tel- 
ling him, that he would chaſtize Gonzalo de San- 
dval for his ſhewing ſo little regard to his per- 
ſon and character. He then conducted him to 
his own apartment, complimented him with a 
place at his table, and more than once intimated 
that he felt the greateſt ſatisfaction at the arrival 
of Narwvaez, with whom he had formerly lived 
in the moſt intimate friendſhip. He took him 
to Motezama, and made him a witneſs of the 
favours hereceived from that great Emperor, and 
of the profound reſpect with which he was treated 
by the Mexican Princes, and greatly allayed the 
violence of his temper, by making him a pre 
ſent of ſome valuable jewels. His companions 
alſo had a ſhare in his bounty, and then without 
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dropping the leaſt hint of his being deſirous of did 
their employing their good offices with Narwaez tha 
towards an accommodation, he in four days after . 
their arrival ſuffered them to return, when | wh 
warmly engaged in his intereſt. the 

Cortes, after having diſmiſſed them in this wa 
courteous-manner, allowed ſome time for his wiſe he 
and politic behaviour to produce the deſired ha- 
effect, and then ſent friar Bartholemew de Olmedo | pla 
with letters for Narvaex, de Ayllon, and the ſecre= Op! 
tary Andres de Ducro, and at the ſame time fur- nit 
niſhed him with a ſtock of jewels, with orders ho 
to diſtribute them according to his own ſagacity eve 
and penetration. In his letter to Narvaez he 0 
welcomed him to the Mexican coaſt, gave him up 
an account of the conqueſt; deſcribed the war- of 
like genius of the Indians, with the power and fro: 
grandeur of Motexuma; expatiated on the ill he 
conſequences that would infallibly attend a miſ- live 
underitanding among the Spaniards; reminded per 
him of his duty to the King, and the friendſhip to ( 
which had formerly ſubſiſted between them; and 
defired to know his orders, which if they were neſ 
ſrom his Majeſty, he promiſed to obey, even But 
though he was commanded to deſiſt from the and 
enterprize in which he had ſo far ſucceeded, and the 
intimated the miſchief that would be produced, Cor 
with reſpect to the King's intereſt, if he only deſ 
intended to proſecute the unjuſt reſentment of inſſ 
Felaſquez, whom he had not only reſolved to in- ma 
demnify for the expence of equipping the ſhips 0 
with which he had arrived, but alſo to give a Cor 
ſhare in the glory and advantage of his ſucceſs, vail 
and concluded with telling Narvaex, that 5 = 
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did not uſe arguments for want of ſtrength, and 
that he knew how to maintain his own rights. 

Narwaez had fixed his quarters at Zempoalla, 
where he was received with great hoſpitality by 
the fat Cacique, who at firit imagined that he 
was come in order to aſſiſt his friend Cortes; but 
he was ſoon undeceived, for though Narwvaez 
had no interpreters, his actions ſpoke but too 
plainly. He treated the Zempoallans in the moſt 
oppreſſive and imperious manner, ſeized the fur- 
nitureand jewels which Cortes had left in his own 
houſe, and his ſoldiers were ſuffered to commit 
every act of rapine and violence. 

Guevara, on his return from Mexico, waited 
upon him, expatiated on the -magnificence 
of that city, the kind reception he had met with 
from Cortes, the aftoniſhing degree of favour, 
he was in with Mprezuma, and his great deſire to 
live in friendſhip with Narwaex, when that im- 
perious officer interrupting him, bid him return 
to Cortes, by whoſe artifices he had been cajoled, 
and then, with the moſt ſhocking marks of rude- 
neſs and diſreſpect, thruſt him from his preſence. 
But though the prieſt was repulſed by Narwazz, he 
and his companions made a great impreſſion on 
the minds of the ſoldiers, to whom they extolled 
Cortes in ſuch a manner, as not only made them 
deſire an accommodation with that General; but 
inſpired them with a diſlike to their own Com- 
mander. 

Olnedo ſoon followed Guevara, and delivered 
Cortes's letter to Narwaez ; but could ſcarce pre- 
vail upon him to peruſe the contents, which he 
however ſuperficially ſkimmed over, out of com- 
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pliment to the function of the bearer. It was 
in vain that the friar made a very eloquent and 
pathetic ſpeech, on the neceſſity of their acting 
in concert, in order to promote the advantage 
of Spain, and the fatal effects that would attend 
their animoſity; Narvaex replied with indecent 
heat that the ,principal defign of his coming 
was to chaſtiſe Cortes as a rebellious ſubject; 
that he would inſtantly ſet a price upon his head, 
and proclaim all his adherents traitors, and that 
he had force ſufficient to wreſt the conqueſt from 
his hands, without having the leaſt occaſion to 
conſult the accomplices and abettors of his re- 
bellion. The friar, however, ftill preſerved his 
temper, and let him know that, before he ar- 
rived at Mexico, he would be obliged to fight 
his way through intire provinces of warlike In- 
dians, who were the friends and confederates 
of Cortes. That his Spaniards were reſolved to 
die by his fide, and that his cauſe would be ſup- 
ported by Motezuma, a prince who had ſuch 
power, that for every ſingle ſoldier Narvaex had 
under his command, he was able to raiſe a nu- 
merous army. 

Olmedo having taken his leave, viſited de Ayl- 
lon, and the ſecretary Andres de Duero, who pro- 
miſed to exert all their power and influence in 
producing an accommodation. He then min- 
gled with the Captains and ſoldiers of his ac- 
quaintance, explained the nature of his embaſſy, 
repreſented the neceſſity of reconciling the two 
Commanders, diſtributed the jewels and other 
curioſities he brought with him with great judg- 
ment, and in ſhort would ſoon have formed a 
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ſtrong party in favour of Cortes, had not Nar- 
vaez, Who had been informed of his proceed- 
ings, ordered him to be brought before him, 
reviled him as being a mutinous and ſeditious 
traitor, and obliged him to depart immediately 
from Zempoalla. 

The licentiate Lucas Vaſquez de Ayllon at this 
inſtant entered the room, and propoſed that be- 
fore de Olmedo was diſmiſſed, the officers ſhould 
be aſſembled, in order to deliberate upon a pro- 
per anſwer to be ſent to Cortes. But this pro- 
poſal was rejected by Narwvaez with great in- 
dignation; and, in order to prevent any farther 
diſpute, he ordered war to be declared againft 
Cortes, as a rebel and traitor, aſſigned a conſi- 
derable reward to any who ſhould take him dead 
or alive, and commanded the army to prepare 
for a march. De Ayllon, exaſperated at this in- 
ſtance of violence and irregularity, ordered the 
crier to deſiſt, and commanded Narwaez not to 
ſtir a foot from Zempoalla on pain of death, or to 
employ the forces without the unanimous conſent 
of the whole army. Upon which Narwaez or- 
dered him to be apprehended ; ſent on board a 
veſſel, and inſtantly tranſported to Cuba. At the 
lame time de Olmedo ſet out on his return to 
Mexico, while the principal officers in Narwaez's 
army were ſhocked at his inſolence, and the in- 
ferior ſoldiers loudly murmured at his conduct. 

De Olmedo, on his arrival at Mexico, informed 
Cortes of the implacability and intemperate be- 
haviour of Narwaez; but encouraged him by 
mentioning the diſpoſition of the ſoldiers, upon 
which he immediately reſolved to take advan- 
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tage of this favourable circumſtance, and the fro 

Spaniards at Mexico were no ſooner informed of ten 

his having taken this reſolution, than they ex- Þ wit 

preſſed the utmoſt zeal and impatience to be in and 

action, for notwithſtanding the inequality of num- per 
1 bers, they had ſuch confidence in the valour, abi- I his 
lility, and diſcretion of their General that they wou 
1 thought it almoſt impoſlible for them not to con- pat 
1 quer, when under his command. tore 
] Cortes was unwilling to damp their alacrity by bis 
any unneceſſary delay, and therefore repaired to tor 
4 Merezuma's apartment, in order to acquaint him foor 
with his intended march; but was not a little the 

ſurprized, at hearing that Prince begin the diſ- und 

courſe, and at his ſaying that he had from different 1 

parts received information that the Spaniſh Ge- of x 

neral at Zempoalla was come with very ill deſigns whc 


againſt him and his followers, and though he part 
did not wonder that the two chiefs ſhould be at mig 


enmity from ſome private animoſity, he could to b 
not help thinking, that as they were the vaſſals him 
of one prince, and headed armies of contrary his 
factions, one of them muſt neceſſarily be a rebel earn 
to his Sovereign. Cortes was ſomewhat ſtartled his 


at this declaration; but immediately availed with 
himſelf of that preſence of mind, which never his 
forſook him in his greateſt emergencies, and re- men 
plied without heſitation, that the accounts re- C 
ceived by his Majeſty were undoubtedly true, via 
and he was come to lay the ſame intelligence de 4 
before him; but that Narwaez was not to be gag: 
conſidered as a rebel, but rather as a perſon who ſhar 
proceeded upon wrong principles through mi- dire; 
take, for he was come as licutenant or ſubſtitute the 
from V 
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from a miſinformed governor, who reſided in a 
temote province, and was therefore unacquainted 
with the laſt reſolutions of the court of Spain, 
and really imagined that the embaſſy to the Em- 
peror of Mexico was an affair that belonged to 
his office; but that all this miſunderſtanding 
would vaniſh as ſoon as he ſhould lay his diſ- 
patches before that lieutenant. He had there- 
tore reſolved immediately to march with part of 
kis forces to Zempoalla, in order to diſpoſe them 


do return on board their ſhips, and that he ſhould 


foon convince them, that they ought to reſpect 


the ſubjects of the Mexican empire as a people 


under the King of Spain's protection. 
Moteguma was much pleaſed with the proſpect 
of getting rid of ſuch diſagreeable viſitors, of 
whoſe exactions and acts of oppreſſion he was 
particularly informed; but imagining that Cortes 
might be expoſed to ſome danger by attempting 
to bring them to reaſon, he offered to furnifh 
him with an army that ſhould be entirely under 
his command, and repeated this offer with ſuch 
earneſtneſs, that Cortes was fully convinced of 
his fincerity, though he declined accepting it, 
with many expreſſions of acknowledgment, from 
his having but little confidence in the attach- 
ment of the Mexican ſoldiers to his intereſt. 
Cortes reſolved upon leaving fourſcore Spa- 
niards in Mexico, under the command of Pedro 
de Alverado, an excellent officer, who by his en- 
gaging behaviour had already acquired great 
ſhare of Motezuma's friendſhip. He gave him 
directions relating to his conduct, with reſpect to 
the Emperor, and the ſoldiers were ordered to 
Vor. Il. O obey 
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obey their captain, and ſerve Motezuma with 
the greateſt reſpect. Theſe precautions being N, 


friends, where they were joined by Gonzalo de C 
j Sandoval and his troops, with ſeven ſoldiers from BY _. 
1 Nr. 


a taken, Cortes diſpatched a meſſenger to Gonzalo por 
Us de Sandoval, with orders to intruit the confede- | te! 
7 rate Indians with the fortreſs of Vera Crux, and © 8e 
1 to march out with the Spaniards to meet him at ha 
1 a certain place of rendezvous. He then having dit 
. taken care to obtain the neceſſary ſupplies of pro- che 
viſions on the road, and procured a body of - _— 
dians to carry the baggage, ſet out on his march. = 
eve 
21 5 
CHAP. XL Y wo 
Cortes, finding it impaſſible to bring Narvaez to | del 
accept of any Terms of Accommodation, attacks 
him and his Army; obtains a complete Victory, + 
and prevails on the Soldiers to enter into bis 2 
Service. 5 but 
HE Spaniards marched with the chear- 4 
fulneſs and circumſpe&ion of veterans, N. 
inpred to the hardſhips and dangers of war. 10. 
They took the road to Cholula, at which city BY __ . 
y they met with an hoſpitable reception, and pro- nat 
} ceeding towards Tlaſcala, found, at halfaleague's 7 
| diſtance from that city, a ſplendid appearance 1 — 
q of the nobility and the whole ſenate, who re. , 
1! ceived their viſit with great demonſtrations of | ook 
, joy and reſpect. After ſtaying there a ſhort time, BY s 
k they marched to Mataleguita, a town of Indian ; this 
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Narvaez's army, by whom he was informed of 
every thing that had paſſed in the enemy's quar- 
ters before they deſerted. He had alſo intelli- 
gence of a freſher date from two ſoldiers who 
had gone from Vera Cruz to Zempoalla in the 
diſguiſe of Indians carrying baſkets of fruit, which 
they exchanged with the Spaniards for glaſs beads, 
and other toys, and ſo dexterouſly aſſumed the 
ſimplicity of the natives, that they were per- 
mitted to range without the leaſt ſuſpicion, thro? 
every part of the quarters ; they even ventured 
ro repeat this viſit, and as a proof of the care- 
leſsneſs with which Narvaez cauſed the watch 
to be kept, took from the very parade a horſe 
belonging to a Captain who was one of Cortes's 
moſt bitter enemies. 

In order to gain time till the arrival of the In- 
dians from Chinantla, Cortes ſent de Olmedo a ſe- 
cond time with propoſals for an accommodation; 
but he meeting with no ſucceſs, Juan Velaſquez 
de Leon was ſent to uſe his influence with Nar- 
waez, from the hopes that his being related to 
Diego de Velaſquez would render his mediation the 
more acceptable. Narwvaez had indeed written 
to this officer to exhort him to eſpouſe his kinſ- 
man's caufe, and to offer him a very advan- 
tageous poſt in his army: but this letter Juan 
had delivered to Cortes, with proteſtations that 
he would die by his fide, rather than deſert his 
colours, and his behaviour upon this occaſion 
was an additional motive for ſending him upon 
this negociation. 

On his approaching Zempoalla, Narvaex came 


with a grand retinue to meet him, ſuppoſing _ 
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he was come to join him; but had ſoon the mor- 
tification to find himſelf miſtaken. He however 
uſed many arguments to detach him from Cortes, 
and to render him an eye witneſs of his ſuperior 
ſtrength, commanded the whole army to be re- 
viewed before him. The next day he invited 
him to dinnef, together with thoſe of his own 
officers, on whom he placed the greateſt confi- 
dence, that they might aſũſt in perſuading him 
to join their party. In the beginning of the 
converſation, he was treated with great civility 
and reſpect, but in the midſt of their feſtivity 
ſome ſarcaſtic reflections were thrown out againſt 
Cortes, and tho? Juan de Velaſquez, to avoid pre- 
judicing the buſineſs in which he was employed, 
diſſembled his reſentment, yet the abuſe thrown 
upon Cortes became ſo groſs and indecent, that 
Velaſquez being unable to reſtrain his indignati- 
on, cried with ſome warmth, that if any man in 
thatcompany, who did not eſteem Hernando Cortes 
and all his followers, as loyal ſubjects to the King 
of Spain, would let him know his ſentiments be- 
fore fewer witneſſes, he would undeceive him in 
what manner ſoever he pleaſed. Narvaez was 
diſconcerted with this declaration ; but a young 
officer of the name and family of JVelaſguex re- 
plied, that no man was worthy of bearing that 
name, who attempted to vindicate a traitor. At 
this reproach Juan gave him the lie, and drew 
his ſword, in order to puniſh him for his inſo- 
lence, when the company interpoſed, but found 


e e 


it very difficult to prevent miſchief, However, | 
Velaſguex was at length prevailed upon to ſheath | 


his ſword, when abruptly leaving the company, 
| | be 
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he immediately returned to Cortes, breathing de- 


fiance and revenge. 


This incident occaſioned ſuch murmurs among 
the officers and ſoldiers, that Narwaez, in or- 
der to put a ftop to their clamours, was obli- 
ged to fend a perion to Cortes, to apologize for 
what had happened to Jaan de Velaſguex, and to 
learn the ſubſtance of his commiſhon, which he 
had not fully explained. For thts purpoſe he 
ſent the ſecretary Andres de Duero, who met Cortes 
on his march to an advantageous polt, which 
he intended to occupy till the arrival of the 
Chinantlans. Duero and Cortes embraced each 
other like two intimate friends who had met 
after a long ſeparation, and all the officers re- 
ceived the ſtranger with joy and reſpect. But 
before they proceeded to buſineſs, Cortes made 
him a preſent of ſome valuable jeweis. He 
was entertained with great magnificence and 
hoſpitality, and ſtaid till the next day, to con- 
ſult about meaſures for preventing a rupture, 
which he was ſenſible would be highly prejudi- 
cial to the intereſt of Spain. Cortes upon this 
occaſion ſhewed the greateſt moderation, and 
even propoſed to relinquiſh the Mexican con- 
queſt to his competitor, while he and his fol- 
lowers ſhould engage in ſome other expedition. 
Andres de Duero being ſtruck with this inſtance 
of his modeſty and ſelf-denial, propoſed an in- 
terview with Narwaez, to which Cortes imme- 
diately agreeing, the Secretary returned to Zem- 
poalla, where he alſo obtained the conſent of 
Narwvaez. But after the time and place were 
appointed where they were to meet with only 10 
friends on cach fide, Cortes received private advice 


O 3 from 


3154 The ConquesT of MEXICO, 

from Duero, that Narwaez had reſolved to lay an 
ambuſcade for his life, which being confirmed by 
others, he wrote to his treacherous enemy to let 
him know, that he was acquainted with his de- 
figns, and to reproach him with his baſeneſs. 
Having thus given vent to his indignation, he 
continued his march, and took his ſtation within 
a league of Zempoalia, where his front was 
defended by a river, and his rear by the neigh- 
bourhood of Vera Crux. Having poſted proper 
centinels, and detached a number of ſcouts, he 
quartered his people in ſome cottages, where 
they were ſheltered from the ſun, and allowed 
to take their repoſe. 

Narva being informed of this diſpoſition, 
drew up his army, cauſed war to be declared, 
at the head of his troops, with the offer of a 
reward of 2000 pieces of eight to any perſon 
who ſhould bring him Cortes's head, and alſo 
ſet a price upon the lives of Gonzalo de Sandoval 
and Juan Velaſquez de Leon. He then marched 
to an open field at about a quarter of a league's 
diſtance, vainly hoping that Cortes would leave 
his advantageous ſituation, to engage an enemy, 
_ had three times as many men as him- 

If. 

In the evening the weather ſuddenly grew 
dark and cloudy, and ſuch a quantity of rain 
fell, that the ſoldiers were inſtantly wet to the 
ſkin, and their arms rendered uſeleſs, when 
they curſed the author of their expedition, and 
with loud clamours inſiſted upon returning to 
their quarters. With this requeſt Narwaez was 
obliged to comply, and never — that 
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Cortes would paſs the river in ſuch a night, re- 
treated in great diſorder to Zempoalla ; and in- 
tending to take the field again early in the 

morning, lodged his troops in the principal 
temple of the city, which was built upon an 
eminence, that had an aſcent of many ill- 
contrived ſteps, which rendered 1t very difficult 
of acceſs, on the top of which he planted his 
artillery. He fixed his head quarters in the mid- 
dle tower, whither he retired with ſome officers 
and about 100 ſoldiers, on whom he placed the 
greateſt confidence : the reſt of the army was 
diſtributed in the other tower; ſome horſes were 
ſet to patrole in the neighbourhood of the town, 
and centinels placed in the avenues. 

Mean while Andres de Duero ſent one of his 
men to apprize Cortes of their retreat, and the 
manner in which they were diſpoſed, merely 
with the view of his paſſing the night without 
any apprehenſions of being attacked in his 
quarters : but Cortes no ſooner received this in- 
formation, than he reſolved to take advantage 
of this favourable opportunity. Notwithitand- 
ing the continuance of the tempeſt, he aſſem- 
bled his people without delay, and they er- 
paſſed the river with the water above their mid- 
dle, he made a ſhort ſpeech, mentioning the 
mahner in which the enemy were quartered, 
theſr careleſſneſs and ſecurity ; the eaſe with 
which they might be attacked and routed in the 

» before they could have time to be drawn 
up in their defence; ; and then expatiated on the 
jaſolence and treachery of Narwaez, and the 
juſtice of his own cauſe, His ſoldiers being 


thus 
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thus fired with reſentment, called aloud to be T 
led to the enemy. { ot] 
Cortes inſtantly formed his troops into three | ne 
ſmall battalions, the frit of which was under po 
the command of Gonzalo de Sandowal The ſe- Cel 
cond was led by Chri/#aval de Olea, and Cortes 1 
in perſon took the command of the reſt. Gonzalo 6 =» 
had orders to begin the attack by mounting the Ne 
ſteps, and preventing all communication between | It; 
the towers: Chri/towal was to aſſault the tower © in 
in which Narwvazz lodged, while Cortes with his att 
men reſolved to ſupport both attacks as occa- 
ſion ſhould require. Orders were given that the 4 
drums ſhould beat and the trumpets ſound as Ca! 
ſoon as the action begun, with a view of in- 1 
creaſing the terror and confuſion of the enemy. an 
and the moſt profound filence being in the mean ne 
while recommended, they began their march at the 
a very ſlow pace to prevent their being fatigued mz 
before the action begun, and to allow the ene- m 
my time to be lulled in ſleep and ſecurity. But ob 
they had ſcarcely proceeded half a league when the 
their ſccuts returned with a centinel whom they for 
had ſurprized, though his companion found he 
means to eſcape among the buſhes. This ac- de 
cident occaſioned a ſhort conſultation among d'or 
the officers, who unanimouſly. thought, that np 
if the ſoldier ſhould diſcover them he would Pie 
take a circuit to the town to avoid danger, and ed 
therefore by haſtening their march they might th 
robably reach Zempoalla as ſoon as he, and at de 
Jeal ſhould have the advantage of attacking th 
: the enemy in the diſorder of their firſt waking. Pr 
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They therefore left their houſes, baggage and 
other incumbrances by the ſide of a little brook, 
near the road, and puſhed forward with all 
poſſible haſte. But notwithſtanding this, the 
centinel, winged by fear, had arrived a few 
minutes before them, crying aloud, the enemy 
is upon us; but being inſtantly carried before 
Narwvaez, he ſlighted his intelligence, and thought 
it impoſſible that Cortes ſhould venture to march 
in ſuch a dark tempeſtuous night, or preſume to 
attack him with ſuch an handful of men, 

A little after midnight Cortes reached Zempo- 
alla without being diſcovered by the enemy's 
cavalry, and not only entered the town, but 
came in ſight of the temple without finding 
any guards, or being challenged by one centi- 
nel. This happened at the very inſtant when 
the ſoldier was telling Narvaex that Cortes was 
marching towards the place with his whole ar- 
my: But though he was diſbelieved by that 
obſtinate commander, his ſoldiers had taken to 
their arms, and were in ſome degree prepared 
for their defence. Cortes ſoon perceiving that 
he was diſcovered and had no time to loſe, 
began the attack, by ordering Gonzalo de San- 
dual to mount the ſteps, when thoſe who were 
npop guard with the artillery fired two or three 
pieces, and their report was inſtantly fucceed- 
ed with the noiſe of the drums, trumpets, and 
the confuſed cries of the ſoldiers, who flew to the 
defence of the ſteps. The diſpute ſoon came to 
the pike and the ſword, and Sandoval was hard 
preſſed in his attempt to force his way in ſpite 
af the diſadvantage of the ground, and the 

| | ſuperiority 


3 


1588 The Cotayzsr MEXICO, 


fuperiority of numbers; but De Oled ſoon came Po! 
to his relief, and Cortes quitting the rear threw — 
himſelf ſword in hand into the hotteſt of the en- | 
gagement, with fuch impetuoſity that nothing the 
could withſtand him, fo that in a few moments ag2 
the enemy gave way and ſoon retreated in great Fr 
diſorder, after having abandoned the artillery, adv 
ſome flying to their quarters, whale others mW 
repaired to the gate of the principal tower, nr; 
where the diſpute was renewed, and for ſome bei 
time continued with great obſtinacy. _ 
Narwvaez having put on his armour, ex- I 
erted his utmoſt endeavours to rally his ſcatter- tha 
ed troops, and with great reſolution ruſhed in- * 
v0 the midſt of the battle, where his eye being the! 
thruſt out with a pike, he fell down crying, I ewes 
am a dead man. This compleated the confuſion peo 
of his ſoldiers, ſome of whom abandoned him, OPP 
while others ſtood as if they had been thunder- ther 
ſtruck, and others again fought with ſuch diſ- hav 
order, that they were eaſily routed, and their had 
general taken priſoner. An end was now put —_ 
to the diſpute; for the enemy ſhut themſelves up Cor 
in the towers, while the followers of Cortes, *. 
having nobody to oppoſe them, proclaimed their ow 
victory with loud acclamations, which ſerved to this 
heighten the apprehenſions of the vanquiſhed, conf 
whoſe terror was likewiſe augmented by the this 
fight of numerous lights in the country, which, C. 
though ſolely produced from a kind of glow- coun 
worms, they ridiculouſly imagined were an ar- Fel 
my of arquebuſiers with lighted matches, and orde 


their diſordered imaginations made them — Aga, 
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poſe that theſe were the auxiliaries of Cortes 
marching to his aſiiftance, 

Cortes at length putting a ſtop to the ſhouts of 
the people, cauſed the artillery to be turned 
againſt the towers, and proclaimed a general 
pardon for thoſe who would ſurrender, with 
advantageous conditions to ſuch as would enter 
into his ſervice, and free liberty to thoſe who 
were deſirous of returning to Cuba. This ſtep 
being taken in the firſt tumult of their fear, 
was attended with great ſucceſs; for theſe terms 
were no ſooner propoſed at the three towers, 
than both officers and ſoldiers came in whole 
companies to ſurrender, when Cortes received 
them with the greateſt kindneſs, though he 
cauſed them to be divided, and put under a 
proper guard till the light ſhould give him an 
opportunity of diſcovering who they were. He 
then went to viſit Narvaez. That gentleman 
having been committed to the care of Sandoval, 
had his wound already dreſſed, and ſeeing him 
enter the apartment, cried, T hank God Captain 
2 your ſucceſs, in making me your priſo- 
ner. T hanks be 10 God for all things, friend Nar- 
vaez, he returned, but, vanity apart, 1 look upon 
this victory, and your impriſonment, among the leaſt 


conſiderable actions that have been performed in 


this country. 

Cortes being now informed that one of the 
towers, commanded by Salvatierra and Diego 
Felaſquez the younger, refuſed to ſurrender, he 
ordered two pieces of artillery to be planted 
againſt it; but the defendants called for quar- 
ters at the very firſt diſcharge, when Juan Ve- 
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laſquez de Leon entered with a ſmall body, and 
[cited Diego and Salvatierra, who were Cortes's 
inveterate enemies. Thus the victory was ob- 
tained with the loſs of four men, though the 
conquered had a Captain, an Enſign, and fif- 
teen private men killed upon the ſpot. 

At day-break the 2000 Chinantlans arrived, 
when Cortes was glad of letting his priſoners 
ſee, that he was not deſtitute of allies; while 
the vanquiſhed were filled with ſhame, per- 
ceiving the ſmall number of men by whom 
they had been entirely defeated, and curſed 
their careleſsneſs and the inſolence of Narvaex. 
Cortes had many friends among them, who de- 
firing to be inliſted in his army, their example 
was ſoon followed by all the other priſoners, 
and not a ſingle man expenlied the leaſt incli- 
nation to return to Cuba. 

Thus Cortes, by his admimble condutt and 
bravery, found himſelf in a few hours at the 
head of above 1000 Spaniards; the only ene- 
mies he had to fear, were ſafe in his cuſtody; 
he had a fleet of eleven ſhips and ſeven brigan- 
tines at his diſpoſal, and he had the pleaſure of 
ſeeing the laſt effort of Diego de Velaſquez en- 
tirely ' fruſtrated. Narwaez's horſe never engaged 
in the action; but made their eſcape into the 
country, where being united into a troop of 
forty, they pretended to ſtand on their defence, 
but were ſoon brought to enliſt under Cortes. At 
length the ſails, tackling, and rudders of all the 
veſlels were brought aſhore and laid up.in Vera 
Crux; the pilots and mariners were brought | 


"to | 
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to Zempoalla, and the army was allowed to con- 
tinue tome days in quarters for refreſhment. 


n h nens 


HK. A. 


Cortes marches back to Mexico to the Aſſiſtance of it i 
Alverado, againſt whom the Mexicans had taker TH 
up Arms; where he finds the People in a violent | 

: Ferment. His Troops are ſeveral Times attacked, 

E and his Offers of Peace rejected. Motezuma, ha- 

| ranguing the Mexicans, in oraer to perſuade them 
to lay docun their Arms, is mortally wounded, 
and dics, conjuring Cortes to revenge his Fall. 


HILE Certes continued in his quarters 
of refreſhment, he diſmiſſed the Chinan- 

tlans with preſents, and was viſited by the in- 
1 habitants of the neighbouring villages, and by 
- the Caciques of the adjacent countries, who all 
came to congratulate him upon his ſucceſs: 
; but, notwithſtanding his good fortune, he could 
— not be eaſy when he reflected upon Alverado's 


f ſituation, ſince he knew him to be encompaſſed 
L- with enemies, and at the mercy of a Prince who 
d might be perſuaded to facrifice him and his few 
de troops for the advantage of the Empire. He 
of therefore reſolved to return to Mexico, and that 
e, neither Motezuma nor his people might be offend- 
At ed at his returning with ſuch a numerous body, 
ne he propoſed to divide his army, and employ the 
r= BS greateſt part of it in other conqueſts. 

nt , While Cortes was taking theſe meaſures, a letter 


to from Alwerado obliged him to alter his ſcheme. 
By this letter he was informed, that in ſpite of 
Vor. II. P Meotezumay 
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Motezuma, who had never once attempted to 
leave the quarters, the Mexicans had taken up 
arms, and repeated their attacks with ſuch reſo- 
lution, that unleſs he and his men were imme- 
diately ſuccoured, they muſt all inevitably pe- 
riſh : And what was ſtill more extraordinary, 
the ſoldier who brought this letter, was ac- 
companied by an Ambaſtador from Motezuma, 
who preſſed Cortes to return as ſoon as poſſible, 
and aſſured him, that tho' his own life ſhould be 
at ſtake, he would never abandon 4lverado. 
Upon receiving this antelligence, Cortes and 
his officers unanimouſly agreed, that no time 
was to be loſt. Roderigo Rangel, a perſon of ap- 
proved fidelity, was immediately appointed de- 
puty governor of Vera Crux; and a garriſon 
was left at Zempoalla, after which the army 
amounted to 1000 foot and 100 horſe. Cortes 
having ſent an anſwer to Motezuma, and ano- 
ther to Alverado, with an account of his victory, 
and aſſurances of his coming to their aſſiſtance, 
began his march, the army taking different 
Touts, in order to be the more eafily ſupplied 
with proviſions. They rendezvouſed near 71a. 
cala, at which city they were received with great 
joy and affection. That republic ſtimulated him 
againſt the Mexicant, and offered to aſſemble 
all their troops for his ſervice. He, however, 
declined the offer, and contented himſelf with 
taking a body of 2000 men. 

Cortes paſſed the cauſeway without the leaſt 
oppoſition, notwithſtanding his perceiving ma- 
ny marks of the fury of the Mexicans. For 
his two brigantines were ſtaved to pieces; ow 
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half burnt. On his entering Mexico, the ſub- 
urbs were abandoned ; the bridges, by which 
the ſtreets had a communication with each other, 
were broken down, and a profound filence 
reigned over the city. 'Theſe ſuſpicious ſymp- 
toms made Cortes order the infantry to ſlacken 
their pace, while the cavalry marched before 
to reconnoitre: but the Spaniards who had been 
left in the city, ſoon diſcovering the army, 
raiſed a great ſhout, and removed his appre- 
henſions. Pedro de Alverado with his people 
received them at the gate of his quarters, in- 
a tranſport of joy, and Motexuma himſelf went. 
to the outward court to meet Cortes, whom he 
embraced with all the marks of a fincere affec- 
tion. / 

Cortes having taken proper meaſures for the 
ſecurity of the troops, retired with Aluerado, to 
inquire into the cauſe of that ſedition among 
the Mexicans,. which had put him in ſuch lan- 
ger; when that officer informed him, that ſoon. 
after his departure the nobles had behaved with 
leſs reſpect than uſual. That from the informa- 
tion of a truſty ſpy he learned that they held 
frequent afſemblies in private, and that a con- 
ſpiracy was concerted againſt the Spaniard:, in 
which it was agreed to aſſemble the inhabitants 


under the pretence of celebrating annual dances 


called Mitates, when the nobles were to ha- 
rangue the populace, and immediately proceed 
to the Spani/p quarters, in order to extirpate 
the inſolent ſtrangers, who kept their Emperor 
priſoner, and treated even their Gods with con- 
tempt, 
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On the morning preceding the day appoint- 
ed, ſome of the chief perſons in this ſedition, 
came to deſire Alverado's permiſſion to celebrate 
their feſtival. However he was that very night 
informed that they were very buſy in conceal- 
ing conſiderable quantities of arms in houſes 
near the temple, upon which he reſolved to 
anticipate the execution of their ſcheme, by at- 
tacking them before they ſhould have time 
either to take arms, or to raiſe the populace. 
'This ill-judged ſcheme he put in execution. He 
left the fort with his 50 men under the pretence 
of ſeeing the diverſion, and perceiving the 
Mexicans intoxicated with liquor, attacked and 
diſperſed them without oppoſition ; many of them 
being killed and wounded in their flight: the 
Spaniards tripped them of their jewels and other 
ornaments; after which A/verads retired with - 
out even taking the neceſſary ſtep of acquainting 
the people, with his motives far committing this 
action, whence it was naturally imputed to his 
avarice. The people incenſed at ſeeing the no- 
bility ſlaughtered and qr: oy before their eyes, 
now ran to arms, and raiſed a very formidable 


inſurrection. They had ſeveral times attacked 


the Spaniſh quarters, and being ſo ſucceſsful as to 
kill three or four Spaniards, their courage was 
raiſed to ſuch a height, that inſtead of dreading 
the reſentment of Cortes, and his troops, which 
were ſo greatly increaſed, they retired to ano- 
ther part of the town, leaving the entrance 
open, that by giving the Spaniards an opportu- 
nity of being united, they might ſurround and 
deſtroy them at once. 
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Cortes cenſured Alverado very ſeverely for his 
raſhneſs in leaving the quarters, when the city 
was in ſuch a commotion ; blamed him for con- 
cealing from Motezuma the firſt intelligence he 
had received, and for retiring without having 
informed the populace of the cauſe of ſuch a 
violent aſſault, and made Alverado fo ſenſible of 
his indiſcretion, that he deſired to be impriſoned, 
in order to facilitate the reduction of che in- 
raged multitude. 

The Mexicans made no attempt that night, 
but the ſame myſterious filence prevailing the 
next morning, Cortes ordered Diego de Ordaz to 
march through the principal ſtreets, at the head 
of 400 Spanuiſb and Tlaſcalan ſoldiers, and if 
poſſible to penetrate into their deſigns. But 
Diego had not proceeded far, when he obſerved 


a body of armed men, which had been detach- 


ed on purpoſe to draw him farther from the 
quarters. He accordingly advanced a conſider- 


able way in order to take ſome priſoners; but 
was all at once oppoſed by an innumerable mul- 
titude, who ran boldly up to his front, while 
| another army, which had been concealed in the 
8 croſs ſtreets, attacked him in the rear: at the 
fame time all the terraces and windows on each 


ſide were crowded with armed men, who ſhowered 


upon them an infinite number of arrows, darts 


and ſtones. Diego perceiving his retreat cut off, 
ſo as to prevent his informing Cortes of his dun- 
ger, ordered his rear to face about, and part of 
his men to exert themſelves with their {words 
and pikes below, while his fire arms were uſed 
againſt thoſe above. The hcat of the engage- 
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ment was however but of a ſhort continuance, 
for notwithſtanding the fury with which the Mex- 
zcans advanced, their attacks were made in ſo 
tumultuous a manner that they were ſoon thrown 
into confuſion,. and retired to a diſtance, where 
they could. neither offend nor be offended, and 
the windows and terraces, being at the ſame 
time cleared by the fire arms, Diego endeavoured 
to make his retreat, though he was obliged 
to cut his way ſword in hand. In this engage- 
ment he left ſeven ſoldiers dead upon the ſpot, 


and both himſelf and the greateſt part of his men 


were wounded. 

This event rendered Cortes but too ſenſible 
that there was no room for negotiation. He 
therefore reſolved to ſally out with the greateſt 
part of his forces, in order to oblige them to 
ſue for an accommodation.” In the mean time 
the Mexicans looked upon Diego's retreat as a 
flight, and followed him with inconceivable fu- 
Ty, till they were terrified and driven back by 
the artillery from the Spaniſh quarters, which 
made a dreadful ſlaughter. They however halted 
within fight, and the ſtreets were ſoon filled again 
with armed men, whoſe drums and fhells ſound- 
ing the ſignal for an aſſault, they advanced with 
prodigious impetuoſity. Their rear was compo- 
ſed of archers, who were defigned to clear the 
walls, that the reſt of the army might approach, 
and ſuch ſhowers of arrows were diſcharged, that 


the Spaniards were ſoon obliged to employ a 


number of hands to remove them, to prevent 
their blocking up the way to the ramparts. 
While the archers were thus engaged, the reſt, 

; not- 
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notwithſtanding the dreadful havock made among 
them by the cannon and ſmall arms, advanced, 
to the very gates, which they endeavoured to 
cut in pieces,. with inſtruments edged with flint. 
Some leaped upon the ſhoulders of their com- 
panions, and others made ladders of their pikes 
and lances in order to ſcale the walls; one ſet 
of men were no ſooner wounded and fell, but 
their place was ſupplied by others, who, as 
if they had been ſtrangers to fear and com- 
paſſion, trampled upon the bodies of their 
triends, and fought like wild beaſts made doubly 
furious by famine and revenge. They were 
however at laſt repulied, when they retired for 
cover to the croſs ſtreets,. where they ſtaid till 
the approach of night, and then raiſed another 
terrible alarm, by beginning a very different 


kind of fight, for by ſhooting fire-arrows into- 


the quarters, they produced a dreadful confla- 
gration in ſeveral parts of the building, which 
forced the Spaniards to break down walls, to pre- 
vent the communication of the flames, and then 
to labour the greateſt part of the night in repair- 
ing the breaches they had made, in order to put 
themſelves again in a poſture of defence. 

The next morning the enemy appeared at a 
diſtance, and though afraid of advancing with- 
in cannon ſhot, challenged the Spaniards to come 
out to battle, with many injurious reproaches. 
Cortes, who had reſolved to make a fally, took 
this opportunity to inflame the minds of his 
foldiers with a ſhort ſpeech, and finding them 
impatient of delay, divided his whole force in- 
to three battalions,. two of which were directed 


o 


168 The ConquesT ef MEXICO, 


to clear the croſs ſtreets, while he himſelf took 
the large ſtreet, where the greateſt body of the 
enemy was poſted. The Mexicans ſtood the firſt 
charge without giving ground, and even fought 
hand to hand with their clubs and two-handed 
fwords, which they weilded with incredible fury, 
nor could the fire- arms put a ſtop to the ſhowers 
of ſtones and javelins that were thrown from 
the windows and balconies, till fire was ſet to 
ſome of the houſes. The Mexicans however 
at laſt gave way; but as they retreated, broke 
down the bridges of the ſtreets, which obliged 
the Spaniards to fill up the canals, before they 
could proſecute the victory. While Cortes was 
thus advancing, the two battalions charged the 
multitude that had poſſeſſion of the ſtreets on 
the ſides, and drove the enemy before them, 
till they entered a large ſquare, where the three 
diviſions joined, when the Mexicans betook them- 
ſelves to flight, with as much precipitation as they 
had before made their attack. 

Cortes did not think proper to allow his men 
to engage in the purſuit, but having loſt ten 
or twelve ſoldiers in the action, retired without 
oppoſition. The loſs of the enemy was ſo great, 
that the dead bodies lay in heaps, and the ca- 
nals of the city were tinged with blood. Cortes 
allotted three days for the refreſhment of his 
troops, during which he renewed his overtures 
of peace, by means of ſome Mexicans, who 
were in Motezuma's ſervice; but at the ſame 
time continued to obſerve the ftrifteſt vigilance 
2nd precaution, and among other ſtratagems 
contrived four wooden towers to run upon 

55 wheels, 
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wheels, each of which was capable of contain- 


ing 20 or 30 men, who might fight under cover, 


ſet houſes on fire, and deſtroy their barricados 
raiſed in the principal ſtreets. Having finiſhed 
theſe machines, he made a ſecond tally with the 
principal part of the Spaniards, together with 
the whole body of Tlaſcalans, who had fought 
with great bravery in the laſt engagement. He 
alſo took ſome pieces of artillery, the wooden 
towers, and a few led horſes, that were to be 
uſed occaſionally, 

The Mexicans were new commanded by the 
principal nobles, who had greatly augmented 
the army, and waited for the Sparrards in pro- 
found ſilence; but the latter had no ſooner be- 
gun their march, than they were ſuddenly ſur- 
priſed with the hoarſe and dilagreeable ſound 
of their ſea- ſhells and drums, added to the ſhouts 
of an innumerable multitude, which advanced 
with unuſual regularity, and amazing reſolution, 
giving and receiving the firſt charges without 
being diſordered. When they were forced to 
give way, they retired leiſurely, without turning 
their backs, and renewed the fight at every canal, 
or barricado, with ſuch obſtinacy, that they 
were not to be diſlodged without the artillery. 
They diſcharged their arrows and lances in a 
regular manner. Some {ſwam about the canals 
ſearching for opportunities to wound the Spani- 
ards with long pikes, while others caſt from 
the windows, balconies, and terraces, large 
ſtones and fragments of rocks provided for that 
Purpoſe, by which the moving towers were 
doon ſhattered to Pieces: : and, in ſhort, the battle 

was 
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was fought with ſuch method and alacrity, as 
plainly proved that it was conducted by a gene- 
ral in chief. | 

The engagement continued' the greateſt part 
of the day, during which a great number of 
the Mexicans loſt their lives, and the city was 
much damaged by the burning of the houſes. 
The Spaniards and their confederates were re- 
pulſed with ſuch bravery, that they were obli- 
ged to diſpute the ground by inches, and night 
drawing on before Cortes had made much pro- 
greſs, he found it would be impoſſible for 


him to maintain the poſts he had gained, and 


therefore retired to his quarters, with the loſs 
of 40 men, who were ehiefly Tlaſcalans, and 
with 50 Spaniards much wounded, he himſelf hav- 
ing received a ſhot with an arrow in his left hand. 


He now began ſeriouſly to reflect, that notwith- 


ſtanding all the advantages he had obtained 
over the Mexicans, his numbers in a ſeries of 
ſuch victories would be greatly diminiſhed, and 
that in caſe of a general revolt againſt Motezu- 
ma, they might eaſily ſtarve him in his quar- 
ters; nor was the Emperor himſelf under leſs 
uneaſineſs. From the higheſt turret of the pa- 
lace he had obſerved the — aud could eaſi- 
ly diſtinguiſh the Cacique of 1ztnpa/apa, and 
other nobles who might aſpire to the Empire. 
He dreaded the loſs of his crown, and being 
ſenſible that he could never reſtore his ſubjects 
to obedience while the Spaniards remained in 
Mexico, he ſent for Cortes the next morning, 
told him his ſentiments, and intreated him to 
leave the city, that he might return to his own 
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Palace, reſume the reins of government, and quell 


the ſeditions of his people. 

Cortes readily conſented to this propoſal, and 
reſolved to retire for the preſent, that he might 
have leiſure to.concert a new plan, and be en- 
abled to execute it with a better proſpect of 
ſucceſs: but his conference with the Emperor 
was interrupted, by his being told that the ene- 
my was advancing with great fury, to make a 
general attack upon the quarters. They ruſhed 
on with prodigious impetuoſity, and in ſpite of 
te havock made among them by the artillery and 
{mall arms, behaved with ſuch bravery that 
ſome of them got over the walls, which obliged 
Cortes to form a body of reſerve in the principal 
court, whence he occaſionally ſent detachments 
to ſupport ſuch as were hard preſſed or fatigued 
with action. 

While the aſſault was thus carrying on with 
amazing vigour, Motezuma propoſed to ſhew 
himſelf to the people from the wall, in order 
to command the populace to retire, and order 
the nobles to come unarmed into hs preſence, 
that he might take proper meaſures to redreſs 
their grievances. 'This motion being approved 


by Cortes, the Emperor immediately adorned . 


himſelf with the enſigns of royalty, the crown, 
the mantle, and the jewels worn on the moſt 
ſolemn occaſions, and then mounted the terrace, 
with the principal Mexicans who continued in 
his ſervice, one of whom advancing to the rails, 
called with a loud voice, that the great Mote- 
uma had condeſcended to come forth, and re- 
dreſs their grievances. His name was no ſooner 


Mens 
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mentioned, than the outcries of the people cea- 
ſed, and they ſtood filent and motionleſs, as if 
awed by ſomething ſupernatural, and when he 
appeared, the whole multitude humbled them- 
ſelves to the earth. He looked round him 
with a majeſtic air, and diſtinguiſhing the nobles 
in the crowd, defired them ſeverally by name 
to approach, thanked them for the zeal and 
affection they had ſhewn in his ſervice, and re- 
preſented to the people that they were actuated 
by a principle of miſtaken loyalty; that his re- 
ſiding among the Spaniards was not the effect af 
eompulſion; that he was reſolved to diſmiſs them 
from his court, and therefore deſired his ſubjects 
to lay down their arms. 

This condeſcenſion made ſuch an impreſſion 
upon the hearers, who had been uſed to obey 
him with fear and trembling, that many wept 
to ſee the Emperor ſo humbled, and the reit 
hung down their heads, and ſtood in ſilence and 
ſuſpence. But theſe favourable diſpoſitions were 
ſoon changed. Some of the Emiſſaries belong- 
ing to the Cacique, who hoped toſucceed Motexu- 
ma, upbraiding that Prince with being a coward, 
a priſoner, and a ſlave, raiſed a clamour among 
the people, and inſtantly turned their compaſſion 
into ſuch rage, that they curſed him, and uttered 
the moſt opprobrious invectives. The motions 
he made with his hand and head were now diſ- 
regarded; and his efforts to {peak rendered in- 
effectual, by their repeated ſhouts, till at length 
they. let ly a ſhower of arrows againſt him. 
Two ſoldiers being near him, endeavoured: to 
cover him with their bucklers; but in ſpite of 
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all their care, he was wounded in ſeveral places, 
and received a terrible blow with a ſtone upon of 3 
one of his temples, which brought him to the HY 
ground. Cortes having cauſed him to be car- 
ried to his apartment, reſolved to be revenged & 
on the authors of this misfortune. But he then 5% 
could find no enemy on whom he could wreak FRY 
his revenge; for the Emperor no ſooner fell, than ki 
the Mexicans, ftruck with horror and conſterna- 
tion, inſtantly fled. 

Motexuma had ſcarcely recovered his ſenſes, 
than he became frantic with rage ; imprecated 
the moſt dreadful curſes upon his rebellious ſub- 
jets, and refuſed to liſten to the remonſtrances 
and conſolations of Cortes, who in vain endea- 
voured to comfort him. He tore the bandages 
and plaiſters from his wounds, andeven attempt- 
ed to put an end to his life, which made it ne- 
eeſſary to reſtrain him by force, and then he ab- 
ſolutely refuſed to take any manner of ſuſtenance. 
The wound in his head was very dangerous, and 
the agitation of his mind ſoon rendered it mor- 
tal. Cortes joined with Father Bartholomew de 
Olnedo in perſuading him to renounce his ido- 
latry; but all their arguments were to no pur- 
poſe, and he expired after having conjured the 
General to revenge his death, 0 

Morexuma's unhappy fate filled Cortes with 
great concern. He had an affection for that 
Prince, and all his hopes had centered in his 
voluntary ſubmiſſion to the King of Spain. He 
was now obliged to form a new plan, and to 
quit all the advantages he enjoyed by his influ- 
nce at the court of Mexico. The firſt ftep he 
Vor. II. 5 took, 
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took, was appointing ſix of Motezuma's princi- 
pal attendants, ſome of whom were . Prieſts, to 
carry out his body to the rebels, with orders to 
tell the Princes who headed them, that he had 
ſent them the corpſe of their late Sovereign, 
whom they themſelves had murdered, and who, 
before his death, had earneſtly conjured him to 
revenge his wrongs, and chaſtiſe them for their 
abominable rebellion. But as he imagined that 
the inſurrection was not approved by the nobles, 


he once more propoſed peace, and was ready to 


agree to any reaſonable conditions; but ſhould 
they neglect his propoſal he would treat them as 
the worlt of rebels; and as his reſpe& for Mate- 
zum could no longer moderate his reſentment, 
he would lay walte their city with fire and ſword. 
The bearers of the corpſe were met at a ſmall 
diſtance from the quarters by a body of the 
inhabitants, who threw down their arms, and 
followed their deceaſed Sovereign with the moſt 
rofound reverence and reſpect. The city was 
inſtantly filled with lamentations, and though 
another Emperor was already elected, they 
teſtified their repentance by ho ſtrongeſt ex- 
preſſions of ſorrow, repeating the name of Mo- 
teguma, and running about the ſtreets in cla- 
morous tumults till the next morning, when 
they conveyed the body to the mountain of Cha- 
pultepegue, where it was interred with great ſo- 
lemnity. | 5 
Thus fell the great Motezuma, the moſt power- 
ful Emperor that had ever filled the Mexican 
throne. He had reigned ſeventeen years, Was 


che 
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the eleventh in the number of Emperors, and 
the ſecond of that name. He left four ſons, ang 
three daughters : two of the former, who lived 
with their father in his confinement, were af- 
| terwards killed by the Mexicans in Cortes's re- 
| treat. The daughters afterwards embraced the 


chriſtian religion, and were married to Spaniards ; 
) but the moit diſtinguiſhed of his deſcendants 
r was one of Motezima's ſons, who at his baptiſm 
t took the name of Den Petro de Motezuma, and 
„received many favours from his moit Catholic 
o Majeſty, who gave him conſiderable poſſeſſions 
d in New Spain, with the title of Count of Mote- 


5 I zuma, which his poſterity fall enjoy. 
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Mn CHAP, XIIL 

id The War carried on afreſh againfl Cortes, au 
oft BR eſcapes the moſt imminent Dangers, and every 
as where defeats the Indians. He retires fron 
zh IE Mexico, with his Army, by Night; but is af- 
ey Vaulied in his Retreat, and lijes many Men; 
x- | However, he at length obtains a great Victory 
-o ver the united Forces of Mexico, £4 ſeixing 
la- e Royal Standard. | 
en | 

ha- HE Mexicans made no attempt upon the 
{0- Spaniſh quarters while the Emperor re- 


mained ill of his wounds, which Cortes attri- 
er- buted to their being filled with horror at the 
thoughts of the crime they had committed ; but 
it was really owing to the nobility being wholly 
employed in the inauguration of Quilavaca, 
2 Cacigue 
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Cacique of [ztapalapa, whom they raiſed to the 
throne. 

The Mexicans, inſtead of liſtening to the pro- 
poial made by Motezuma's ſervants, renewed the 
war with greater vigour than ever; and on the 
morning that ſucceeded the late Emperor's fune- Þ 
ral, all the ſtreets were, by break of day, filled 

with armed men. They had alſo put a ſtrong Þ 
garriſon in the towers of the temple, which com- 
manded part of the Spaniſb quarters. This im- 
portant poſt, which was defended by 5 o choſen 
men of the nobility, Cortes reſolved at all events 
to carry. He therefore drew the greateſt part 
of his ſtrength out of the quarters, and having Þ 
formed ſeveral battalions, ſufficient to cut of 
all communication between the towers and the! 
Indians in the ſtreets, he ordered Captain E/co-ÞF 
bar with a conſiderable detachment, to attack! 
the temple, which was of difficult acceſs. That 
officer marched to the lower porch without op- 
poſition ; but ſuddenly the defendants from the 
upper porch diſcharged ſuch a ſhower of lances, 
arrows, large ſtones, and half-burnt beams of 
timber provided for that purpoſe, that the al- 
ſailants were thrown into diſorder, and obliged 
to retreat in confuſion, after their having re- 
turned three times to the attack. 

Mean while Cortes was at the head of a troop 
of horſe, buſily employed in ſupporting thoſe 
who moſt needed his aſſiſtance; bar ſeeing E/ 
cobar defeated, he inftantly quitted his horſe ;Þ 
cauſed a ſhield to be faſtened to his arm on ac- 
count of the wound in his hand, then flying to his 
aſſiſtance, advanced to the ſtairs with fuck intre- 
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pidity as inſpired his followers with the ambi- 
tion to imitate his example. In an inſtant the 
action was renewed with ſurprizing obſtinacy. 
The brave defendants fought hand to hand like 
e. men reſolved rather to die than to ſurrender, | 
ed The very Prieſts fell fighting valiantly, exhort- +90 
ne ing the people to ſhew their courage in defence (| | 
why of their Gods, and they all ſuffered themſelves 
m. to be cut in pieces to a man, before the Spani- 
en ards could get poſſeſſion of the poſt. In the heat | 
nts of this engagement, two Mexicans who had de- | | 
art voted their lives to the ſervice of their country, Fig 
a ſeeing Cortes upon a tower, threw down their 1 
arms, ran up to him, and ſtooping down like 4/0 
che! ſupplicants, ſeized him, and endeavcured to 
throw him over the rails: but after ſtruggling 
with him for ſome time, he had the good for- 
tune to diſengage himſelf; upon which, they # 
threw themſclves headlong from the tower, and 4 
their brains were daſhed out againſt the pave- 

ment. 

Cortes then ſeized a conſiderable quantity of | 
proviſions which he found in the temple, and 
ordered it to be conveyed to his quarters; which 
being done, he commanded the Tlaſcalans to 
ſet fire to ſeveral houſes, that the artillery might 
command the whole edifice. He then taok a 
view of the engagement below, and perceiving 
the Spaniards cloſely preſſed in the principal 
ſtreet which they defended with great difficulty, 
he immediately mounted his horſe, and haſted 
to their aſſiſtance, ordering Eſcobar to follow 
with his men, with all poſſible expedition. In 
the mean time he attacked the multitude at the 
head of his cavalry, killing or wounding all 
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who oppoled him, but ruſhing too tar before the 
reſt of his troops, his retreat was cut off, Upon 
this he entered another ſtreet, where he hoped to 
meet with leſs reſiſtance, and there he fell in 

among a body of Mexicans, who had taken Andres 
de Duero, and were conveying him alive to offer 
him as a ſacrifice to their Gods. Cortes inſtantly 
flew upon them with ſuch fury, as threw the 
whole party into confuſion, and Duern took this 
opportunity of drawing a dagger, which they had 
overlooked, when they had attempted to difarm 
him, and inftantly freed himſelf by the death of 
thoſe who held him; then recovering his horſe 
and lance, the two friends broke through all 
oppoſition. 'The Mexicans now retired with 
great precipitation, and the General returned 
with his troops into the quarters, after they had 
made a dreadful havock among the enemy, and 
burat a conſiderable part of the city. 

The next day the enemy deſired a parley, 
which being granted by Cortes, ſeveral of the 
nobles approached the walls, and in the name 
of the new Emperor, propoſed that the Spani- 
arts ſhould inſtantly march down to the fea tide, 
and leave the country, upon which condition 
they promiſed to put an end to all hoſtilities ; 
but obſerved, that ſhould he reject this propoſal 
they muſt all inevitably periſh; for as they were 
now convinced by experience, that the Spaniard: 
were mortal, they were reſolved to continue 
their attacks, and though the death of every 
Chriſtian ſhould colt them 20, ooo lives, they 
would have a number left ſufficient to rejoice at 
thei ſucceſs. ſr 
R "& © 
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To this Cortes replicd, that the Spaniard: did 
not pretend to be immortal, though they were 
ſo ſuperior to the Mexicans, that with his hand- 
ful of men he would deitroy the whole Em- 
pire; but being moved by the calamities, they, 
through their own obſtinacy, had ſuffered, he 
was reſolved to depart, and that he only waited 
nll the neceſſary preparations were made for his 
march, and other articles agreed upon for the 
reciprocal advantage of both parties. 'The no- 
bles ſeemed pleaſed with this anſwer, though 


the overtures they had made were intended to 


anſwer a very different purpoſe. It had been 
agreed by the new Emperor and his council, 

that inſtead of expoſing themſelves to ſuch ter- 
rible {laughter, as the people had always ſuffered 
from the artillery and other fire-arms, they 
ſhould diſtreſs the Spaniards by famine, and 
amuſe them with negotiations, till they ſhould 
be weakened and diſpirited by hunger, when 
they might fall upon them to greater advantage. 
They recollected that Moteguma's three ſons and 
other perſons of diſtinction were priſoners in the 
Spaniſh quarters, but willingly devoted them as 


ſacrifices to the good of their country, except 


their chief Prieſt, whom they reſolved if poſſible 
to deliver. 


The Depaties therefore returned the ſame 


evening with a propoſal, that ſome of the Mexi- 


can priſoners ſhould be fent with inſtructions to 
the Emperor, artfully hinting that the mot 
proper perſon would be a certain ancient Prieſt, 
who being an intelligent man would be able to 


remove Whatever difficulties might be ſtarted. 


Cortes 
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Cortes readily aſſented to the eee and made 
the Prieſt acquainted with his demands in re- 
lation to the neceſſaries he ſhould want in his 
march, reſolving if he ſhould return to ex- 
plain himſelf with reſpect to their laying down 
their arms and delivering hoſtages. But they 
had not the leaſt intention to fend him back, 
or to come to an amicable agreement, which 
was very evident from the centinel's diſcover- 
ing, that they were employed in making trenches 
to defend the paſſage of the canals, in breaking 
down the bridges of the principal cauſeway, 
and cutting off all communication with the road 
leading to Tlaſcala. Cortes was greatly alarmed 
at this intelligence, and immediately ordered a 
portable bridge to be made ſtrong enough to 
bear the weight of the artillery, and ſo light as 
to be carried by 40 ſoldiers. 


Men were immediately employed in making 


this bridge, and at the ſame time Cortes aſſem- 
bled his Captains, in order to conſult whether 
they ſhould retreat by day or by night; for he 
was reſolved to retire to Tlaſcala, and there to 
take meaſures for laying ſiege to the city of 
Mexico. The majority of the officers propoſed 
a retreat by night, on account of the ſuperſtition 
of the Mexicans, which made it unuſual for 
them to engage an enemy after ſun-ſet, and 
from the difficulty of attacking them in the ca- 
noes in the dark, This was however warm- 


ly oppoſed by Cortes, and ſeveral others; but 


the queſtion being put to the vote, the majority 
declared for the firft propoſal; to which Cortes 


aſſented, and it was reſalved to give the enemy 
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as little time as poſſible to form obſtructions, by 
beginning their march that very night. 'The 
carpenters had no ſooner finiſhed the bridge, 
which was to be moved from one opening in 
the cauſeway to another, than Cortes ſent ano- 
ther Mexican in order to amuſe the enemy with 
farther propoſals of peace, while he made the 
par diſpoſitions for his retreat. His van- guard 

e ordered to conſiſt of 200 Spaniſh ſoldiers, with 
the choiceſt of the Tlaſcalans, and 20 horſe; 
The rear- guard was to conſiſt of a ſtill larger 
number of horſe and foot; and the priſoners, 
the artillery and baggage, with the main body 
of the army, were to be in the centre. This 
order being fixed, he cauſed the treaſure to be 
brought into his apartment, and taking one fifth 
for the King, in what was moſt portable, he de- 
livered it to the commiſſary with ſome wounded 
horſes for the carriage; but the remainder which 
amounted to upwards of 700,000 pieces of eight 
he propoſed to leave as a dangerous incum- 
brance; but finding the ſoldier unwilling to 
loſe their ſhare, he gave them leave to take what 
they could conveniently carry, in conſequence 
of which ſome of moſt avaritious, who were 
among thoſe who came with Narwaez, loaded 
themſelves ſo heavily, that they ſtaggered under 
their burdens, 

Cortes having taken theſe previous ſteps, en- 
couraged the ſoldiers by a ſhort ſpeech, and about 
midnight they began their march with great 
ſilence and circumſpection, being favoured by 
the wetneſs of the weather, and the darkneis 
of the night, The bridge which was carried 2 

- 
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the front was laid over the firſt canal before they 


as to ſupply a ſufficient number of bodies, to bein, 
form a paſſage for the Spaniards in the lake: ¶ to ab 
But other authors alledge, that the enemy left and 
the beam of the ſecond bridge on which the who, 
ſoldiers paſſed over in files, leading their horſes were 
chrough the water by the bridles. men, 
Cortes hindi: 


| met with the leaſt oppoſition ; but the weight ( 
F of the artillery and horſe jammed it fo faſt, me! 

1 that they found it impracticable to remove it, the. 
6 and indeed they had not time to uſe much pains eng 
1 about it; for before the army had paſſed the ſenc 
fa firit hreach of the cauſeway, they were ſudden- | cau 
1 ly attacked on all ſides; for the enemy having rept 
iF obſerved their motions, had aſſembled their ther 
1 troops and canoes with ſuch expedition and he 
| | filence, that the lake was covered on each ſide KF wat 
1 of the cauſeway. The attack began with great J par! 
. regularity, before they were obſerved, and had Þrid 
tt the Mexicans continued to preſerve the ſame cane 
6 good order during the engagement, Corres and and 
1 his whole army muſt have periſhed. But they over 
1 ſoon returned to their uſual way of charging in were 
| ö confuſion, by which means many of the canoes on 
1 were daſhed to pieces againſt each other, and. 1 
13 the Spariards made a dreadful ſlaughter. They, brea 
33 were attacked in front by a vaſt number, who to tl 
1 being impatient till they came to action, had Join 
17 thrown themſelves into the lake, and clambered lives 
147 up the cauſeway in order to diſpute the paſſage; had 
bg. but they were ſo crowded, that they had ſcarcely {M ome 
|) room to make uſe of their weapons, and the Þrou 
Fr laughter was according to ſome authors ſo great, fear 
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Cortes on his reaching the ſhore ordered the 
men to be formed as faſt as they arrived, and 
then returning to the cauſeway, entered into the 
engagement, and animated the men by his pre- 
ſence and example. He cauſed each ſide of the 
cauſeway to be lined with ſoldiers, who were ta 
repel the enemy while the reit marched between 
them in the centre, and to facilitate the march; 
he ordered the artillery to be thrown into the 
water, but notwithſtanding all his vigilance, 
part of the rear guard was cut in pieces, the 
bridge being deſtroyed by the Mexicans in the 


* canoes before theſe unhappy men could paſs it, 


and theſe chiefly conſiſted of thoſe who had ſo 


5 overloaded themſelves with treaſure, that the 


were incapable of exerting themſelves in their 


own defence. 


The army having paſſed over the lake by 


break of day, halted near Tabuca, to give time 
| to thoſe who had eſcaped from the j 

join their friends; a precaution which faved the 
lives of ſeveral Spaniards and T laſealans, who 
| had ſwam aſhore, and concealed themſelves in 
| fome fields of maize till the morning. "Theſe 
brought intelligence that the laſt diviſion of the 
rear guard was intirely cut off, and the troops 


attle to 


being reviewed, their loſs was found to amount 
to about 200 Spaniards, above 1000 Tlaſcalans, 
and 46 horſes, with all the Mexican priſoners, 
who, in the darkneſs and confuſion of the night 
were treated as enemies by their own country- 
men. The Spaniards were much dejected at 
finding how greatly their number was dimi- 


niſhed; at the loſs of their artillery, and at the 
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apprehenſion of being every moment again aſ- of 
ſaulted, while they were oppreſſed with fatigue. Kh. 
Their affliction was increaſed by the loſs of ws 
ſome excellent officers, among whom was Juan bos 
Velaſquez de Leon, who brought up the rear, and och 
was overpowered by numbers. fity 


Had the Spaniards been now attacked, before = 
they had time to refreſh themſelyes, and recover 
their ſpirits after the fatigue of the battle, they 
would in all probability have been eaſily de- 
ſtroyed; but an event which they conſidered as 1 7g 
extremely unfortunate, prolonged their lives, by 


giving them time for repoſe. It has already whe 
been obſerved that all the Mexican priſoners the 
were killed in the engagement, and in the reſo; 
morning when the enemy went to ſtrip the dead, thou 
they found three of Motexuma's ſons, whom they Was 
had killed with their arrows. At this ſpectacle 8 

y de 


they were amazed and ſtupified, the troops were 

ſeized with conſternation, and the news of this from 
event ſoon reached the new Emperor; he or- 
dered the bodies of theſe unhappy Princes to be 
conveyed to the burying-place of their anceſ- | Know 


tors, and all the inhabitants attending their fu- Reme 
neral, afforded the Spaniards this ſeaſonable re- 5 1 | 
ut 


ſpite. | 

Mean while Cortes marched with great cau- 
tion towards Tlaſcala, ſuſpecting that the ene- | 
my's delay proceeded from ſome deſign, which 
had been formed againſt him, and indeed the 
Spaniards had not proceeded far, before they ob- 
ſerved ſeveral companies of armed men follow- 
ing the army at a diſtance, Theſe were ſome 
of the inhabitants of ſeveral cities whom the | 


Mexicans had ordered to obſerve the motions þ 
of 
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of the Spaniards, and retard their march, till 
they themſelves had diſcharged their laſt duty 
to the ſons of Motezuma. At length the whole 
body of the Mexicans appeared, and joining the 
others, attacked the army with great impetuo- 
fity. Cortes placed his fire-arms and croſs-bows 


in the front, and then ordered the horſe to ad- 


vance and charge the Indians, which they did 
with great ſucceſs; but their enemies continually 


* increafing, the Spaniards were fatigued with kill- 
ing them, and began to deſpair of their ever 
being able to rout ſuch a prodigious multitude, 
| when Cortes, perceiving an edifice with turrets on 
| the top of an eminence near the field of battle, 
{ reſolved to gain that poſt, which he effected, 

| though with great difficulty. As this building 


was a temple, that had a ſpacious court, encom- 
paſſed by a wall and ſeveral towers, it was eaſi- 


ly defended. The Spaniards here found ſhelter 
from the danger to which they had been expoſed, 
and on account of this ſignal relief, afterwards 
erected an hermitage on the ſpot, which is till 


known by the name of Nueſtra Sennora de Los 


| Remedios, or Our Lady of Relief. 


The Mexicans approached near the walls, 


but having diſcharged a great number of ar- 


rows, retired towards Mexico; however, the 
Spamards perceived from the tops of the towers 
that they halted in the plain, where they di- 
vided into ſeveral bodies. Cortes, having poſt- 
ed his guards and centinels, ordered fires to be 
made to burn the arrows that lay in heaps 


about the place. The men were refreſhed with 


tome proviſions they fo nd in the temple, and 
Vor. I. R with 
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with what the Indians had ſaved with their 
baggage, and had their wounds dreſſed, the 
linen horſe-cloths ſerving for lint and ban- 
dages. Theſe neceſſary taſks being performed, 
Cortes called a council of his officers, and pro- 
poſed, as this poſt could not be maintained for 
want of proviſions, and as they could not hope 
to make their retreat while ſurrounded by ſuch 
a multitude of the enemy, they thould ſeize this 
opportunity of continuing their march during 
the night, in order that they might be two or 
three leagues from the Mexicans the next morn- 
ing. This propoſal being unanimoaſly appro- 
ved, ſome hours reſt were allotted for the re- 
freſhment of the people, who were dreadiully 


fatigued, and moiſt of them wounded, and at 


midnight they retired from the temple, leaving 
the fires burning in order to deceive the enemy. 
'The vanguard, which was provided with guides, 
proceeded about half 2 league without inter- 
ruption ; but on their entering ſome hilly 
grounds, ſeveral ambuicades were diſcovered, 
formed by the militia of the neighbouring 
towns; but theſe ſlight ſkirmiſhes did not ob- 
ſtruc the march of the Spaniards, who having 
advanced two leagues, entered before day- break 
into another temple, upon an eminence, being 
induced to take up their reſidence there, from 
their fancying that they ſaw at a diſtance ſome 
detachments from the Mexican army; but the 
approaching light no ſooner diſcovered their 
miſtake, than they continued their march two 
leagues farther, to a village advantageouſly ſitu- 
ated, Which was deſerted by its Rs, 
an 
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and there they ſtaid two days till the wounded 


were again able to travel. They now marched 


two days through a rocky and barren country, 
at a diſtance from the great road, which they 
purpoſely avoided, being without ſhelter in the 
night; pexpetually perſecuted by flying parties 
of Indians, and expoſed to the extremes of hun- 
ger and thirſt, which they endeavoured to 
aſſuage by means of the herbs and roots they 
diſcovered, till the death of one of the wound- 
ed horſes afforded relief to thoſe who were 
thought in the greateſt extremity. In the laſt of 
theſe marches, they reached a village, where 
the inhabitants provided every thing for their 
entertainment with an air of frankneſs and hoſ- 
pitality ; which was no more than an ill-judged 
ſtratagem defigned to lull the Spaniards into a 
careleſs ſecurity. 

Early the next morning the army aſcended a 
mountain, on the other ſide of which was the 
valley of Otumba, when Marina obſerved that 
the Indians, who ſtill followed at a diſtance, 
ſoured and frequently exclaimed, ** Proceed, 
tyrants, you'll ſoon arrive at the place where you 
will all periſh.” Corres took all poſſible precau- 
tion to prevent being ſurprized; but on his 
reaching the top of the mountain, he found the 


paſſage of the troops efeQually obſtructed by 


an immenſe multitude of armed men, who co- 
vered the extenſive plain of Orumba. Theſe 
were the Indians they encountered at the firſt 
temple, reinforced by vaſt numbers of people 
from Mexico, with the principal nobles at their 
head, who had feparated into feveral bediod, 
R 2 an 
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and marched by different roads with ſuch ex- 
pedition as to get the ſtart of the Spaniards and 
unite in this ſpacious plain, where there was no 
danger of their being embarraſſed for want of 
room. The front of the army, which appeared, 
from the diverfity of the colours and ſtandards, 
to be of different nations, extended along the 
whole breadth of the valley, but the eye could 
not reach the extremity .of the rear. Ju the 
centre appeared the Captain-General of the 
Empire, borne in a ſumptuous chariot, upon 
men's ſhoulders, that he might the better judge 
of emergencies, and fee his orders punciuaily 
obeyed. Near him was the royal ſtandard of 
Mexico, which was a net of maſſy gold, faſten- 
ed to a pike, crowned with a plume of vari- 
egated feathers, and this ſtandard was never 
brought into the fields but upon the moſt ex- 
traordinary occaſions. Indeed this vaſt army, 
with the motions of their different weapons, and 
their feathers waving in the wind, formed an 
appearance that was at once beautiful and tre- 
mendous. 

Cortes, having taking a view of this dreadful 
army, turned with alacrity to his ſoldiers, and 
told them that they muſt either conquer or die; 
but was immediately interrupted by his men, 
who called out, that he ſhould give the word 
and lead them to battle. He was unwilling to 
balk their ardour, and having ranged them in 
order, immediately advanced, The qſoldiers 


ave no ſtroke either with their lances or ſwords, 
2 what was fatal. The horſe broke and tram- 
pled under foot thoſe dead bodies, that . 
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to flank or incloſe the army, and the Tlaſcalans 
ruſhed into the thickeſt part of the enemy. In 
the firſt effort the &pauiardt gained ground; but 
the Mexicans fought with great obſtinacy, and 
no ſooner was one corps cut in pieces, than it 
was ſucceeded by another: The battle being 
continually renewed by freſh ſupplies of men; 


| ſo that the Spaniards mult at laſt have been 
| ſpent with inceſſant labour and fatigue. Cortes, 
| who fought on horſeback, ſuccoured thoſe who 
* moſt needed his aſſiſtance, carrying death and 
terror wherever he came. While he was in this 
| fituation, and was reflecting that the ſtrength 
of his men muſt ſoon fail, he recollected that 
he had heard among the Mexicans, that the 
| whole ſucceſs. of the battle depended upon the 


royal ſtandard, the loſing of which decided the 


| fortune of the day. Upon which he inſtantly 
| reſolved to make an extraordinary effort in or- 
der to obtain it, and commanded Sandoval Al- 
* werado De Olid, and Dawila, to follow and ſe- 


cure his rear, while he, with his troop of horſe, 
charged that part which appeared weakeſt and 
neareſt the centre. 'This troop trod down whole 


| battalions, and ſoon cut their way to the place 


where the Imperial ſtandard was defended by 
a guard compoſed of the nobles; when Cortes 
ſpurring his horſe through the midſt of them, 
wounded thc Captain-General, and threw him 
from his chariot with the firſt ſtroke of his 


[ lance, and Juan de Salamanca, a private gentle- 
man, leaped from his horſe, diſpatched the 
| General, and ſeizing the ſtandard, gave it into 

the hands of Cortes. ; 


R 3 The 
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or The Mexicans no ſooner beheld the imperiul 
A ſtandard in the power of the Spaniards, than 
5 they ſtruck all the reſt of their colours, and be- 
took themſelves to a precipitate flight; while 
5 the victorious Spaniards made a dreadful ſlaugh- 
ter of the fugitives, 20,000 Indians being ſaid to 
be killed in the battle and purſuit. On the fide 
of the Spariards fome were wounded, of which 
| number two or three died at Tlaſcala, and Cortes 
I? himſelf received a violent blow -on his head 
l with a ſtone, which battered his head- piece, and 
#4 made a fmall fracture in his ſkull. The ſpoils 
a which Cortes divided among the ſoldiers, was 
very confiderable: for the Mexicans, depending 
upon their number, which amounted to 200, ooo, 
came adorned with their beſt jewels, as to 2 
certain triumph. 


S πτο , 


C Ti AFP. XIV. 
Cortes marches to the City of Tlafcala, «where rht 
Eu met with a joyful Reception. The 
"laſcalans receive an Embaſſy from the new 
Emperor of Mexico, to extite them to take Arm 
againſt the Spaniards, and Xicotencal privatt 
I eſpouſes their Canſe; but it diſcovered. Cor- 
tes defeats the Tepeacans. Another Mexica 
Army attacks the Spaniards, and is intire) 
routed. 


HE Spaniards now purſued their march, 


1 but not without fome ſuſpicion of being 
again attacked, as ſeveral bodies of men _ 
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ſeen on the tops of the mountains, but they 
proceeded without moleſtation, and the next day 
they entered the confines of 7 /aſcala, when the 
whole army expreſied their joy by loud accla- 
mations, and the Tlaſcalans kiſſed the earth. 
Here they reſted themſelves by a fine ſpring of 


| freſh water, when Cortes obſerved to the yours 


the great importance of preſerving the friend- 
ſhip of the Tlaſcalans, exhorting them to treat 
the inhabitants of the city with kindneſs and 
civility, and to avoid giving offence to the 
meaneſt citizen. At noon Cortes entered Gua- 
par, a confiderable town, where he was re- 
ceived with great hoſpitality, and having quar- 
tered his troops there, he ſent two Tlaſcalans 
to the Senate with an account of his retreat 
and ſucceſs; but the meſſengers were ſcarcely 
difmiſſed, when he was viſited by Magi/catzin, 
Old Xicotencal, with his ſon, and others deputed 
by the Senate to compliment him upon his 
return. They congratulated him upon his vic- 
tory, teſtified the deepeſt concera for his wounds, 
lamented the loſs of ſo many Spaniards, in- 
veighed againſt the Mexicans, and offered to 
aſſiſt him in his revenge with all the forces of 
the republic and her allies. They propoſed his 
immediately proceeding to the city, where 
quarters were already provided for the Spaniards. 
But he choſe to remain in his preſent ſituation, 
till his people ſhould be refreſhed and intirely 
recovered from their fatigues, to which the 
 Thaſealans the more readily” aſſented, as this 
would give them time to prepare for his re- 
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ception, and his entering the city in a ſolemn 
triumph. 

The Spaniards were liberally ſupplied with 
neceſſaries at the expence of the public, during 
a ſtay of three days at Gualipar, when adorn- 
ing themſelves with the plumes and jewels of 
the vanquiſhed Mexicans they began their march 
for Tlaſcala, which they entered in July 1520. 
The Senate in their richeſt robes came out with 
a numerous attendance to receive them; the 
fields were crowded with people; the air was 
filled with acclamations, aud they were ſaluted 
at their entrance with the ſounds of flutes, 
drums and horns. The feſtival kept in honour 
of their triumph, continued ſome days, during 
which the Tlaſcalans celebrated the victory with 


all the diverſions practiſed in that part of the 
world. They contended in leaping, wreſtling, 


running, and ſhooting with arrows at a m 
and in the evenings were exhibited different 
kinds of rope-dancing, with a kind of mal- 
querade. Cortes was deeply moved with the 
affection they ſhewed on this occaſion: his of. 
ficers behaved towards theſe faithful allies with 
the utmoſt cordiality, and the common ſoldiers 
generouily ſhared with them the jewels and 
other ſpoils they had obtained from the Mexi- 
Cans, | 

But in the midſt of this feſtival a damp was 
given to the puYlic joy by Cortes's illneſs. The 
wound in his heed broke out afreſh, he was 
ſeized with a dangerous fever, and his friends 
began to deſpair of his life, The mirth of 
Tlaſcala was inſtantly changed into mourning, 
aud 


* 


— 


%% 
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and both the nobles and people expreſſed 
their concern, by conſtantly enquiring after his 
health. But the Senate employing the moſt 
expert phyſicians of the country, be ſpeedily 
recovered. 

Cortes now impatiently longed to know the 
ſtate of affairs at Vera Cruz, and therefore ſent 
2 letter to the Governor, by an Indian courier, 
who ſoon returned with an anſwer, that no 
alteration had yet happened in the garriſon 
or on the coaſt, and that Narwaez and Sal- 


. watiera were fill in fafe cuſtody; but that a 


corporal and eight foldiers, who had been ſent 
to Jlaſcala for the gold belonging to the gar- 
riſon, were not returned; that it was reported 


among the [ndians, that they were murdered 


in the province of T epeaca, and that it was fear- 


! ed the wounded ſoldiers belonging to Narwarz 


had met with the ſame fate; for being impatient 
to reach Mexice, which they conſidered as the 
centre of their wealth, they as faſt as they re- 
covered, had marched away from Zempoalla 


{ for that city, Indced the truth of this report 
was now confirmed by the Tlaſcalaus, who had 


hitherto concealed it from Cortes, leſt it ſhould 
retard his recovery, and he had the mortificati- 
on to find himſelf thus deprived of a reinforce- 
ment of near 50 Spaniards, who had been de- 
ſtroyed by the Indians of Tepeaca. Cortes there- 
fore reſolved to be revenged on that nation, 
which lay between him and Vera Cruz, and the 


8 Tle/calans promiſed to intereſt themſelves in the 


quarrel. 
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deavours to extirpate thoſe inſolent ſtrangers. 
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At this time Ambaſſadors from the new Em- 
peror of Mexico arrived at Caalipar, whence 
they ſent to deſire leave of the Senate to enter 
the city, with propoſals of peace, and this 
being granted with the conſent of Cortes they 
made their Public entry with great ſplendour and 
ſolemnity, preceded by the carriers who brought 
the preſents, which, as uſual, confiſted of pol 
and ſilver, fine cotton cloths, plumes and other 
curioſities. The Ambaſſadors richly adored 
with jewels, and attended by a numerous ncti- 
nue, were received in the Senate houſe, where 
they made offers of peace and ' perpetual alli- 
ance, on condition of their declaring war 2gainft 
the Spaniards, and affiſting them in their en- 


Their ſpeech was interrupted by the murmars 
of the aſſembly, who were exaſperated at the 
propoſal, However, they were permitted to re- 
tire to the lodgings aſſigned them, till the Se- 


nate ſhould deliberate upon the ſubjoct of the puni 


embaſſy, When it was unanimouſly agreed to uon 
reject their propoſals. But the Ambaſſadors did rank 


not wait for a formal diſmiſſion: for dreadiny 4 


leſt ſome popular inſurrection ſhould be raiſed fault 
againſt them, they fled with great precipitation. of tl 

Notwithſtanding theregard the Tia/ca/ans upon Came 
this, and other occaſions, ſhewed for the Span- gu 
arts, NXirottncal ſtill hated und envied Cortes, timie 
and hed hitherto diſguiſgd theſe diſpoſitions un- ©xcl: 
der the maſque of friendſnip. Though he did en 
not fo much as ſpeak in the Senate, in behalf MI figni 
of the Mexican propoſals, he took the oppot- Pre 
unity of ſowing jealouſies amang the people Fera 

| | 7 
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by means of his friends, who privately magni- 
ted the advantages of an alliance with the 
Mexicans, and repreſented their friendſhip for 
the Spaniards, as a dangerous connection, that 
would intail ſlavery and oppreſſion upon them 
and their poſterity. The. Senate were ſoon in- 
formed. of theſe practices, and upon this occa+ 
fion' held a conſultation, at which Aicotencal 's 
father gave his opinion, that his fon ſheuld ſuf. 
fey death, as a ſower of ſedition; but out of 
reſpect to the grey hairs and character of the 
| father, they were unwilling to deprive him of 
life; they however ordered that he ſhould be 
brought before them in chains, when they re- 
proached him for his perfidious dealings; de- 
prived him of all the honours he enjoyed, and 
cauſed him to be thrown down the itairs of the 
Senate-houſe. A few days after this degrada- 
Fg tion, XA7cotencal implored fargiveneſs af Cortes, 
+ © who did not know of his crime till after the 
ne puniſhment was inflicted, and by his interpoſi- 
t don in his behalf, he was reſtored ta his former 
52 rank and honours. (5 26:0) 
oy Aicotencal now endeavoured to atane for his 
fault by his diligence in afſembling the troops 
m. of the republic. Mean while the ſoldiers who 
on came with Narwaez, being diſguſted at the fa- 
1. tigues and dangers they had undergone, and in- 
, timidated at the thoughts of a new war, loudly 
m- exclaimed againſt the expedition to Tepeaca, and 
did even delivered a formal proteſtation to Cortes, 
alf ſignifying their refuſal to undertake that enter - 
or- prize, and their deſire to march immediately for 
le, Vera Cruz, where they might be nearer at hand 
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to ſollicit reinforcement from St. Domingo and In « 
Jamaica. buſ 

Cortes was greatly provoked at this inſolent hay 
remonſtrance; but thought proper to diſguiſe 1M} 
his reſentment, and tq repreſent to them, that Cor 


as the Tepeacans had ſeized the paſſes of the how 
mountains, it was impoſſible for them to reach ſuſp 
Vera Cruz without fighting them, in which he ther 
ſhould be aſſiſted by the Tlaſealaz troops, that flau 
were aſſembling for that purpoſe ; but he aſſured but 
them that as ſoon as thoſe Indians ſhould be ſub- VET) 
dued, they who were unwilling to follow his bein 
fortune, ſhould have free leave to depart. | tally 

Cortes, having thus reconciled his troops to the am 
ſervice marched with 8000 choice Tlaſcalant Put! 
commanded by officers of diſtinguiſhed valour, T 


and left the care of bringing up the reſt to X;- into 
cotencal, Having proceeded three leagues they I ſelve 
ſpent the night in a village abandoned by the But 
enemy; and the next morning Cortes ordered clain 
ſome peaſants, who had been taken by the ad- the 
vanced guard, to be brought before him, gave ere 
them ſome preſents, and ſet them at liberty, on % to 
their promiſing to tell the Cacique of Tepeaca in they 
his name, that he was come to revenge the death Mexi, 
of the Spaniards, whom they had treacherouſly mard 
murdered, yet if they would join him and his ed ue 
allies againſt the Mexicans, he would pardon what Ml trenc! 
was paſſed, and conſider them as friends. With ob 
this meſſage the Indians departed, and returned Cruz, 
the next day with an anſwer, in which all all th, 
terms of were peace rejected, and the Spaniard: | tle to 
threatened with being carried to the altars of Were! 
their Gods. The Tepeacans now toak the field Vo. 


in s 
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in order to ſtop their march, and formed an am- 
buſcade in ſome fields of maize, which might 
have turned to their advantage, had not their 
impatience occaſioned their being diſcovered by 
Cortes, when at a conſiderable diſtance. He 
however marched on as if he had not the leaſt 
ſuſpicion; but ſuddenly wheeling about, attacked 
them with great fury, and made a prodigious 
ſlaughter. The battle ſoon become general; 
but though the Tepeacans fought with great bra- 
very, they were ſoon thrown 1nto confuſion, and 


| being deſerted by their Mexican allies, were to- 
| tally routed, with the loſs of almoſt their whole 
| army. They therefore the ſame night ſent de- 


puties to implore the mercy of the conqueror. 
The next day Cortes marched with his army, 


into the city, where the inhabitants threw them + 
ſelves at his feet with marks of extreme fear. 
$ But upon his ordering his interpreters to pro- 


claim King Charles, and a general pardon in 
the name of that Prince, their apprehenſions 
were converted into joy, and they intreated Cor- 
tes to take their city into his protection, that 
they might never more be influenced by the 
Mexicans to renounce their treaty with the Spa- 
niards. Cortes inſtantly took advantage of this 
requeſt, fortified the city with paliſadoes and a 
trench, and built a kind of citadel to keep them 
in obedience, and ſecure the paſſage to Vera 
Cruz, But before this work was begun, he ſent 
all the priſoners who had been taken in the bat- 


Wile to Tla/cala, where, by his direction, they 


were publicly ſold for ſlaves. 
Vor. II. 8 


Some 
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Some time after Alcotencal arrived with 35,000 


more troops, when Cortes, in order to keep them - 
employed, ſent different detachments, under the _ 
conduct of SHaniſb officers, to reduce ſome parts Fe 
of the province of Tepeaca, from whence they 2 
returned ' victorious, after they had inriched Me 
themſelves - with a conſiderable booty, and a Fs 
great number of captives, who were alſo fold Gre 
tor ſlaves. | ; 
Quetlayvaca, Emperor of Mexico, dying about _ 
this time, the electors conferred the Imperial role 
dignity upon Qxatimozin, ion-in-law to Mole- Wh. 
zuna, a young Prince of great fagacity, who van 
immediately encouraged the foldiers with re- * 
wards and conſiderable privileges; treated his * 
nobles with affability, and exempted his ſubjects 4 
from all tribute during the continuance of the gen 


war; made preſents to the Caciques on his 
frontiers, in order to confirm them in their i 
fidelity, and fent an amy of 39,000 men for had 
their ſupport. 1 

Cortes received an account of theſe tranſacti- 
ons from ſome deputies from the Cacique of - 
Guacachula, a populous and wazlike city, ſitu - truſt 
ated in the road to Mexico, who came to com- 
plain of the tyranny of the Mexicans, and to the 
implore the aſſiſtance of the Spaniards againf effet 
them. As Cortes made no doubt of this Cacique's the 
fincerity, and thought it highly. neceſſary ta © 
expel the enemy from ſuch an important place, ſider 
he immediately formed a body of 30,000 Tla/- 
ealans with 320 Spaniards, and 13 horſe, and 1.- 
the next morning ſent this army with the en- e 
voys of Guacachula, under the command of 3 bop 

10 
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toval de Olid, who was directed to repulſe the 
enemy, and take poſſeſſion of the town. They 
proceeded very. chearfully for fix leagues, when 
being about that diſtance from Guacachula, they 
were told by the peaſants, that the Emperor of 
Mexico was marching againſt them with all his 
forces, and this report made ſuch an impreſ- 
ton upon Narwvaez's ſoldiers, that they po- 
ſitively refuſed to proceed, and De Olid found 
it very difficult to prevail on them to break this 
reſolution. This diſpute was ſcarcely ended, 
when ſeveral bodies of armed men were ſeen ad- 


| vancing towards them from the mountains with 


great expedition. Upon which De Olid inſtant- 
ly drew up his people in order of battle. How- 
ever ſome horſe, which he had ſent out for intelli- 
gence, ſoon informed him, that theſe Indians 


were commanded by the Cacique of Guazocingo, 


and ſome of his neighbours, whoſe dominions 


had been ravaged by the Mexicast, and who 
were coming to aſſiſt the Spaniards. The Tlaſ- 


calans however ſuſpected their motives, and per- 


{ ſuaded the Spaniards that they were not to be 


truſted, as they were probably ſent by the Mexi- 
cans in order to fall upon the Spaniards during 
the engagement. This opinion had ſuch an 
effect upon De Old, that he immediately cauſed 
the Caciques to be ſeized, and ſent in irons to 
Cortes, who continued at Tepeara. This incon- 
ſiderate action, however, produced no ill conſe- 


quence, for as the Indians really came with a 


deſign to aſſiſt Cortes, they reſolved to wait 
patiently for his determination, which they 
hoped would do juſtice to their ſincerity, and 

r indeed 
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indeed they were not diſappointed. Cortes ap- temp 
peared equally diſpleaſed, and concerned at Þ was 
ſeeing the Caciques in chains, and inſtantly or- Þ the t 
dered their fetters to be knocked off, received bank 
them in the moſt friendly manner, and made an Þ they 
apology for the raſhneſs of his Captain, whom Þ had i 
he promiſet| to reprimand, and then ſet out cries 
with them in perſon to take the command of the rifon 
troops, the it 
Cortes no ſooner arrived at the camp, than broug 
every thing like mutiny diſappeared ; he blamed offer 
De Olid for his inconſiderate behaviour, and Þ ſhoul 
joining his new alies marched directly towards am eff 
Guacachula. The Mexicans, being informed of day. 
his motions, advanced between him and the Corte 
city, and began the battle with great fury, Þ retur; 
when the Caciques of Guacachula taking advan- the f 
tage of this opportunity, fell ſuddenly upon the to wi 
rear of the Mexicans, who in a little more than Front. 


half an hour were intirely defeated. The Spani- IF 
19S; 


ards then entered the city, where they took up 
their quarters, while the Tlaſcalans, and the 
other confederates, whoſe number was continu- 
ally increaſing, ſtaid without the wall, and many 


other Caciques joining them, Cortes's army, Sever. 
ſoon after the battle, amounted to 120,000 fro: 
men. tata 

Cortes now reſolved to reduce Næucan, a town Al, 
naturally of great ſtrength, fortified with walls and 1co. 
ravelins, defended in front by a river, and gar- 205 
riſoned with 10,000 Mexicans, who had broke 
down the bridge in order to diſpute the paſſage. A * 
Notwithitanding thele diſcouraging circumſtan- 

ome 


ces, De Olid, who commanded the vanguard, at- . 
| tempted ent |} 
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tempted to croſs the river, and though his horſe 
Was killed under him, and himſelf wounded in 
the thigh, he with his troops gained the oppoſite 
| bank, and drove the enemy into the city, which 
they made a thew of defending ; but the Spaniards 
had ſcarce received orders for the attack, when the 
cries of the enemy ſuddenly ceaſed; the gar- 
riſon diſappeared, and the city was forſaken by 
the inhabitants; but ſome of the fugitives, being 
brought back, were inſtantly diſcharged with the 
offer of a pardon and good treatment to all who 
ſhould return to their houſes, and this had ſuch 
an effect, that the town was almoſt filled the ſame 
day. The ſpoil obtained in both theſe actions 
Cortes diſtributed among his new allies, and then 
returned with the Tla/calans to Tepeaca, where 
the fort and ſettlement was now compleated 
to which he gave the name of Segura de la 
Frontera. 


? sssssssssssssssssss 
5 CHAT. XY. 
ay 


N 
y, [Several Ships arrive upon the Coaſt with Recraits 
00 From Velaſquez, who all join Cortes. Depu- 
tation ſent to the Court of Spain, to defire more 
vn Affftance, The Spaniards march towards Mex- 
nd ico, Cortes's Expedition againſf Tezeuco, 
ar- where he ſets up a new Cacigue. 


SHIP arrived ahout this time at Sr. Juan 

de Ulua, with thirteen Spaniſh ſoldiers, 
ome proviſions and ammunition, and two horles, 
ent by Diego de Velaſquez to Narvaez; under 
8 3 the 
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the command of Pedro de Barba. Pedro de Ca- 
vallero, who commanded ſome troops on the 
coaſt, diſcovering this veſlel, put off trom ſhore 
in a boat, and ſaluted the new comers with 
great civility, when Pedro de Barba enquiring 
after Narwaez, he replied without heſitation, 
that he was well and in great proſperity ; for 
all thoſe countries had ſubmitted to him, while 
Cortes, with a ſew of his followers, had fled to 
the mountains. De Barba being deceived by this 
intelligence, landed without diſtruſt, and was 
conducted to Vera Cruz, where finding himſelf 
outwitted, he readily embraced Cortes's intereſt, 
and received the command of a company of 
Croſs-bows. After which Cortes gained the 
affections of the ſoldiers, by making them pre- 
ſents, with which they were ſo pleafed, that 
they readily enliſted in his ſervice, He then 
read the letter intended for Narwaez, in which 
Velaſquez promiſed to ſend him powerful ſuc- 
cours, and ordered him to tranſport Cortes to 
Cuba, that he might be conveyed as a criminal 
to Spain, where the biſhop of Burgos intended 
to make a public example of him in the moſt 
ignominious manner. 

Eight days after a ſecond ſhip arrived with 
eight ſoldiers more, and a confiderable quantity 
of arms and ammunition, and the officer who 
commanded this veſſel, being alſo trepanned by 
Cawallero, and ſent to Segura, both he and his 
men alſo entered into the ſervice of Cortes. 

As the General was reſolved to make a new 
attempt to conquer Mexico, he formed the ſcheme 
of building 12 or 13 brigantmes, that ſhould 
be able to reſiſt the Indian. canoes, in order to 

| | eſcape 
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eſcape the danger of paſſing the cauſeways, and 
theſe he propoſed to carry in pieces on the ſhoul- 
ders of the Indian carriers, over the mountains of 
Tlaſcala, to a river in the neighbourhood of the 
lake. This ſingular project he communicated 
to Martin Lopez, who not only approved of the 
deſign, but undertook to execute it with the ut- 
molt facility, and was therefore immediately ſent 
to Tlaſcala with all the Spaniſh carpenters, and 
a number of Indians to cut wood. He at the ſame 
time employed many hands in extracting pitch 
from trees that grew upon the mountains, and ſent 
others to the Volcano diſcovered by Dizgs de Or- 
daz, from whence they brought a large quantity 
of ſulphur, which was made into gun- powder. 
Theſe previous ſteps being taken, Cortes left in- 
ſtructions with the new council of Segura, 
and having appointed a commander of the gar- 
riſon, which conſiſted of about twenty Spani/p 
foldiers, ſet out for Tla/cala. 

It has been already obſerved that Franciſes 
de Garay, governor of Jamaica, had ſent to or- 
der Cortes not to make any ſettlement on this 
coaſt. But notwithſtanding the diſappointment 
he met with in having his meſſengers ſeized, he 
now reſumed the enterprize, and ſent three ſhips, 
but his foldiers had no ſooner landed, than they 
were attacked with ſuch fury by the Indians, 
that they were obliged to return to their ſhips 
in great diſorder. His ſhips were afterwards 
ſeparated for ſome days, when each of them 
ſeverally formed the ſame defign, and without 
knowing the ſentiments of each other, arrived 
almoſt at the ſame inſtant on the coaſt of Vera 
Cruz, in order to ſerve under Cortes, The in 

P 


% 


\ 


— 


> = I 
„ 
* — 


— 
Camo. TTY * 


— — 
See 
* 


-- ——— 
_— "ni — 


ae — 
— — = 
— 


3 


- _ - — —_ 


a” iv ws 
. — — - 


204 The ConqQuestTof ME XICO, 


ſhip that made land had ſixty Spaniſb ſoldiers on 
board, and was commanded by Captain Camargo; 
the ſecond brought fifty men, and ſeven horſes, 
under the command of a brave and experienced 
officer named Miguel Diaz de Cruz; and the 
third brought above 40 ſoldiers, ten horſes. and 
great plenty of arms and proviſions, and was 
commanded by Captain Ramirez. 

Theſe people took the road to Tlaſcala, and 
were received with joy by the General and his 
people: but notwithſtanding the acquiſition of 
ſtrength, the ſoldiers brought by Narwaez, were 
{till importunate for leave to return to the iſland 
of Cuba, and reminding Cortes of the promiſe 
he had made before they ſet out on the expedi- 
tion to Tepeaca; he was now the more inclined 
to grant their requeſt, for his having received this 


reinforcement of men, whom he imagined would 


be more obedient to his command. He there- 


fore cauſed proclamation to be made that all wha 


defired to return ſhould be furniſhed with veſſels 


and other neceſſaries. Upon which the greateſt, 


part of thoſe who came with Narwaez ſeized 
this opportunity of returning to Cuba, among 
whom was Andero de Duero, who had been Cortes's 

particular friend. | 
Cortes, having directed Alverado to ſee theſe 
men embark, ſent orders to the confederates to 
get ready to march on the firſt notice, and in 
the mean time reſolved to equip a veſlel, and 
ſend other agents to Spain, in order to for- 
ward the negotiations of Pertocarrero and Mon- 
tejo, and to deſire them to ſend him an ac- 
count of his intereſt at court, about which he 
Was 
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was very anxious. For this purpoſe, he wrote 
a memorial to the King, which contained an 
account of all the incidents that had happened, 
from the time of his marching out of Zempoalla, 
till his retreat to Tlaſcala, with an account of the 
wealth, power andextent of the Mexican Empire, 
and the alliances he had concluded with the Iadiax 
nations, as the moſt proper means of bringing that 
vaſt and fertile country under the dominion of 
Spain. He defired ſpeedy juſtice againſt the 
proceedings of Diego de Velaſquez and Franciſco 
de Garay, ſolicited ſuccours of men, horles, 
arms, and ammunition ; and beſought his Ma- 
jeſty to ſend ſome eccleſiaſtics of approved vir- 
tue, to aſſiſt father 4e Olmedo in the converſion of 
the Indians. The twocouncilsof Vera Crux and Se- 
gura alſo wrote to his Majeſty on theſe ſubjects. 
Cortes intruſted theſe diſpatches to the care of 
Diego de Ordax and Alonzo de Mendoza, who a 
few days after embarked for Spain, after their 
having received private inſtructions to conceal 
their commiſſion till they ſhould find Cortes's fa- 
ther and the two agents, with whom they 
were to att in concert ; and to give the greater 
weight to their joint ſollicitations, they carried a 
ſecond preſent for the Emperor, which conſiſted 
of gold and ſome curioſities. He at the ſame 
time diſpatched Alonzo Davila, and Franciſco 
Alvarez Chico with letters to the regulars of Sr. 
Jerome, who preſided in the royal audience of 
St. Domingo, and had juriſdiction over all the 


Charles I. King of Spain, had ſome time before been 


raiſed to the imperial throne, and was the fifth Emperur 
of that name, 


| lands 
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iſlands and new diſcoveries on the main land, 
intreating their ſpeedy aſũſtance in promoting 
his ſucceſs, and the interpoſition of their autho- 
rity in putting a ſtop to the proceedings of Ve- 
laſquez and Garay: and theſe fathers ſoon ſent 
him a favourable anſwer, in which they promiſed 
to ſupport the juſtice of his pretenſions to the 
King of Spain, and to check all the efforts of 
his rivals. 

After a proſperous voyage, Ordaz and Men- 
deza arrived at Seville, where they found the 
commiſſioners of trade had expreſs orders from 
the biſhop of Burgos, to impriſon any one ſent 
from New Spain, and to ſeize the gold and other 
merchandiſe brought from thence. Therefore 
leaving the preſent for the Emperor in the hands 
of thoſe judges, they thought themſelves happy 
in eſcaping with their letters and diſpatches, 
and went in ſearch of Martis Cortes, and the 
two agents, who had been before ſent from Mex- 
3co. Theſe perſons they found at Medellin, and 


retenſions to the conqueſt of New Spain, and he 
was only allowed to ſue for the money he had 
expended in fitting out Cortes's fleet; eee 
marks 


being afterwards encouraged by Adriano the . the 
Cardinal regent, to whom they ſhewed Corzes's Þ with 


letters, entered a proſecution againſt the biſhop Þ Were 


of Burgos in his own court, and obtained a ver- e. 


dict in their favour, This ſentence being laid 
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before the Emperor, who at this time was juſt : mera 
returned from Germany, it was approved by his 


Majeſty, and Hernando Cortes was declared a with 


faithful ſubject; perpetual ſilence was ordered to : ſoldi 


be impoſed on Yela/quez, with reſpect to any Þ — 
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marks of the royal favour were beſtowed on 
Martin Cortes, on account of his ſon's merit; 
ſome regulars were named for the converſion of 
the ndiaxs, and a fleet was ordered to be ſpeedily 
fitted out, with a ſupply of men, ammunition, 
and horſes, 

Corres in the mean time received another un- 
expected ſupply of thirteen Sn ſoldiers, who 
came in order to ſeek their fortunes, in a veſſel 
that arrived at Vera Cruz, laden with arms, 

unpowder, and proviſions, He therefore re- 
Plved to begin his march, and as the troops of 


his allies were already aſſembled, he did not 
| chooſe to wait till the brigantines were finiſhed, 


It was agreed that their firſt attempt ſhould be 


made upon Texeuco, which being in the road 
from Tlaſcala, and almoſt upon the borders of 
the lake, they reſolved to fortify and maintain 


as a ſure retreat, where they might be ſheltered 
from all the accidents of war. 


This reſolution being taken, Cortes reviewed 


the Spaniards, who amounted to 540 ſoldiers, 
with 40 horſe, and nine pieces of artillery, that 
were brought on ſhore from the ſhips. This re- 
view was made with great oftentation, in order 
do raiſe the admiration of the Indians, an innu- 
merable concourſe of whom were aſſembled to 
ſee the ſpectacle, and they were ſo delighted 
with the flying colours, and the dexterity of the 
© ſoldiers in managing the horſes, handling their 
arms, and ſaluting the general, that they filled 
the air with acclamations of applauſe. NXicoren- 
cal, at the head of 10,000 Tlaſealans, compli- 


mented Corres, by appearing in his gayeſt accou- 
trements, 
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trements, and performed the Iadian exerciſe 
with equal pomp and agility. All his Captains 
being adorned with variegated feathers, and 
jewels hanging at their cars and lips, they car- 
ried their two handed ſwords under the left 
arm, with the point upwards, and. each was 
attended by a page who bore his ſhield, on 
which was repreſented in figures his own war- 
like atchievements. 

Cortes, being ſenſible of the difficulty of go- 
verning an army compoſed of many different 
nations without ſtrict diſcipline, formed ſeveral 
articles of war to be obſerved on pain of death, 
ſuch, as that no man ſhonld draw his ſword 
againſt another, either in their quarters, or upon 
the march. That a Spaniard ſhould neither in 
word or action inſult a confederate Indian. That 
no man ſhould violate or abuſe a woman, tho” 
belonging to the enemy. That no ſoldier ſhould 
without leave quit.the army to go and plunder, 
and that they ſhould not play away their horſes 
and arms. He alſo prohibited blaſphemy, 
ſwearing, and other crimes, on pain of infamy, 
and degradation, Theſe orders being inter- 
preted to the commanders of the Indian troops, 
had a ſurprizing effect in reforming their diſci- 
pline, and after a few examples had been made, 
they behaved with the utmoſt regularity and cir- 
cumſpection. | 
The General having ſettled theſe wiſe regula- 
tions, and every thing being ready for the march, 
he cauſed the Spaniards to be drawn up, and then 
made a ſpeech, in which he exhorted them to 


behave with complacency to the poor Indians, 
| who 
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who had ſo warmly eſpouſed their intereſt, and 
declared his intention to puniſh offenders with 
all the rigour of military diſcipline; reminded 
them of the honour they had already acquired; 
repreſented the harveſt of glory that lay before 
them, and proteſted that he would upon all 
occaſions reward ſuperior merit to the utmoſt of 
his ability and judgment. | 
After this ſpeech, which was anſwered with 
loud acclamations, he, on the feaſt of Innocents, 
in the year 1520, put himſelf at the head of the 
army, which conſiſted of 60,000 men, and hav- 
ing before ſun-ſet marched fix leagues took up 
his quarters in Tezmeluca, a town on the confines 
of Mexico, under the juriſdiction of Guazocingo, 
who had provided plenty of proviſions for the 
whole army. The next day they proceeded 
with all poſſible precaution into the enemies 
country, and being informed that the Mexicant 
were aſſembled on the other ſide of a mountain, 
in the road to Texzeuco, halted all night in the 
open fields, making 8 fires on account of 
the weather. Early in the morning they began 
to aſcend the mountain, which was overgrown 
with wood: but having proceeded about a league, 
they found the way blocked up with trees, and 


' ſharp ſtakes fixed in the ſand in order to wound 


the horſes. However, theſe impediments were ſoon 
removed by a detachment of 2000 Tlaſcalant, 
and ſmall parties were ſent to guard againſt am- 
buſcades. Having marched two leagues farther, 
they arrived at the ſummit of the mountain, from 
which they had a view of the great lake of Mexi- 
co, and ſaw fires ſueceſſively kindled in the diſtant 
Vor. II. T towns, 
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towns, as ſignals of their approach. Then con- _X? 
tinuing their march till they got clear of the had 
woods, they deſcried the enemy's army at a great by th 
diſtance. It filled a large plain, through which Þ agair 
ran a river collected from the neighbouring hills, Þ callec 
and over it was laid a ſmall wooden- bridge, the 
which was left as a decoy to the Spaniardt, whom Þ doub 
they intended to attack before they could form it wa 
on the other fide; but as Cortes advanced, their and 1 
courage failed them, and they gradually retired Þ pleaf 
from the paſs, till of the Spaniards had tain 2 
croſſed the bridge, when 20 horſe, and a body migh 
of Tlaſcalans being detached to keepthem in play, eaſior 
they fled with great precipitation, and took ſhelter patch 
among the rocks and mountains, whither Corte: night 
did not think fit to purſue them. was d 
That evening the troops took up their quar- that 
ters in a place within three leagues of Texzeuco, ally a 
and the next day continued their march, when tulate 
| they obſerved ten unarmed Iadiant haſting to- was | 
| wards them with a plate of gold faſtened to the Þ found 
top of a lance, as a ſignal of peace. Theſe were out re 
Ambaſſadors from the Cacique of Texzexco, and ftreers 
came to beſeech Corres to ſpare his country, and he dr 
to admit him into the number of hisconfederates. W the re 
They let him know that he bad provided good who i 
quarters for the Saniardi in the city, and that Mall thi 
his allies would be ſupplied with all neceſſaries woma 
without the walls. Being examined in private, Mot the 
they told Cortes that the preſent Emperor had theref 

threatened their Prince with intolerable oppreſ· ¶ ſome 
fron, on account of his having refuſed to vote temple 
for bim at his election, which had made him re-{Mgreay" 
ſolve to ſpe fer his protection. nds TY th 
This 
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- This Prince was probably Cacumaxin, who 
e had been diſpoſſeſſed by Motemuma, and reſtored 
by the new Emperor on account of his inveteracy 
h Þ againſt the Spaniards, However this be, Cortes 
„ called a council of his officers, Iet them know 
e, © the propoſals he had received, and that he 
m doubted the Cacique's ſincerity. Upon which 
mit was reſolved to proceed with great precaution, 
ir and in the mean time to embrace, with ſeeming 
| pleaſure, the profferred alliance, in order to ob- 
| tain a free entrance into the town, where t 
might continue upon their guard, and act as oc- 
| cahon ſhould require. Cortes therefore diſ- 
| patched the Ambaſſadors with thanks, and :hat 
night lodged in a village by the town, which 
was deſerted by its inhabitants, a circumſtance 
ar- that increaſed the General's ſuſpicion, eſpeci- 
co, ally as the Cacique did not come out to congra- 
zen tvlate him upon his arrival. In the morning he 
to- was preparing to attack the town, when he 
the found the gates open, and having entered with- 
ere out refiftance, he advanced in order through the 
© ftreers ' till he arrived at a large ſquare in which 
and y he drew up the greateſt part of his men, while 
tes. the reſt guarded the avenues. The inhabitants, 
ood who in ſeveral places appeared in crowds, had 
that all the figns of fear, and as there was not a 
ries | woman to be ſeen, the General made no doubt 
ate, of their having formed ſome hoſtile deſign. He 
had therefore diſpatched feveral Spaniſb officers, and 
reſ· ¶ ſome Tlafealans to take eſſion of the chief 
temple, which being performed, they obſerved 
great numbers of the inhabitants flying, ſome to 
the mountains, and others in canoes to Mexico, 
T 2 whither 
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whither the Cacique himſelf had retired, at- 
tended by a few-followers; for Cortes was ſoon 
informed, that the Cacique finding, on the re- 
turn of his Ambaſſadors, how ſtrongly Cortes 
was ſupported by his Indian allies, was afraid of 
putting in execution a ſcheme he had formed for 
letting the Spaniards into the city, where, being 
in full ſecurity, he thcught they might be de- 
ſtroyed in one night by the Mexicans, whom he 
had promiſed to n, ar in the dark for that purpoſe, 
Upon receiving this intelligence, Cortes reſolved 
to conciliate the affections of the people, by 
forbidding his ſoldiers, under the ſevereſt penal- 
ties, to commit the leaſt outrage againſt the in- 
habitants. All the Spaniards, and part of the 
T laſealans, he quartered in the Cacique's palace, 
while the reſt, to prevent incommoding the peo- 
ple, lodged in the neighbouring ſtreets without 
entering the houſes. 

The next morning ſome of the priefts came 
with a petition in behalf of their Gods, to re- 
turn thanks for the moderation with which they 
had been treated, and to deſire permiſſion for 
the nobles to come and make an offer of their 
obedience and friendſhip. This requeſt being 
granted, they came in great formality, headed 
by a youth of a genteel mien, who told Cortes, 
that he came with his friends to ſerve in his ar- 
my, and hoped they ſhould deſerve his protec- 
tion ; Cortes embraced the young man, and hav- 
ing received his followers with marks of reſpect, 
retired with them to a private apartment, in or- 
der to aſk them ſome queſtions by means of his 
interpreters; when they let him know, _ 
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the youth was ſon to the elder brother of Cacuma- 
Zin, and heir to the crown, which that uſurper 
had poſſeſſed, after murdering the lawful Sove- 
reign, and that he had rendered himſelf odious 
by his tyranny and oppreſſion. Upon hearing 
theſe circumſtances, Cortes reſolved to raiſe this 
young Prince to the throne, and the next day 
cauſed him to be crowned with great ſolemnity, 
when the people expreſſed their ſatisfaction by 
the loudeſt acclamations. In conſequence of this 
revolution the city was ſoon re-peopled by the 
return of thoſe families that had fled to the 
mountains; the Mexicans were declared the 


enemies of the city, and the Spaniards revered 
as its benefactors. | a 


NNWNNNMNNNNMN NN N 
CHAP. XVI. — 


Cortes marches to the City Iztapalapa, where he 
and his Army narrowly eſcape being drowned, 
The War with Mexico renewed. Several Bri- 
gatines, built by Cortes's Order at Zempoalla, 
brought in Pieces to Tezeuco in order to navi- 
gate the Lakes of Mexico. He takes feveral 
Towns, but is repulſed at Tacuba and his Army 


expoſed to great Danger; whereupon he returns 
to Tezeuco. 


ORTES in order to facilitate his enter- 
prize upon Mexico, and to employ his In- 
dian allies, now reſolved to advance with part of 
his forces to the city of Ixtapalapa, ſituated fix 
Sx? leagues 
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leagues nearer Mexico, on the fide of the cauſe- 
way. He ſet out on this expedition with 300 
Spaniards, and 10,000 Tlaſcalam, leaving the 
military government of Tezenco to Gonzalo de 
Sandoval. They began their march by the cauſe- 
way, deſigning firſt to poſleſs themſelves of that 
part of the city which was built upon it, and 
to diſlodge the inhabitants, with the artillery 
and fire arms, from the other part that was built 
on the lake. But they no ſooner came within 
fight of Ixrapalapa, than they were oppoſed by 
a body of 8000 Mexicans, who fought with great 
bravery, and then retired into the city, where, 
without ſtaying to defend the entrance, or ſhut 
up the gates, they threw themſelves into the lake, 
and ſuddenly diſappeared. 

Cortes, finding that the gates were left open, 
entered the city, the __ part of which was 
entirely abandoned,. and propoſed to take up 
his quarters there for the night; but it no ſooner 
began to grow dark, than the Spaniards perceived 
the canals overflow, and the water of the lake 
ruſhing with great impetuofity from a number of 
ſlaices, which obliged them to quit the place in 
the preateft hurry to prevent the whole army 
being drowned. 

Cortes was extremely mortified at the ſucceſs 
of this ftratagem, and ſpent che night on a lit- 
tle riſing ground, where the troops ſuffered by 
the wetneſs of their cloaths and the coldneſs of 
the weather, and at day break retreated towards 
Texeuco, making his men march as faſt as poſſible 
to keep them warm: but they had not advan- 
ced far, when ſeeing themſelves purſued by a vaſt 
3 multitude 
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multitude of the enemy, they were obliged to 
face about in order to ſuſtain their attack, 
which was very violent: the Mexicans however 
being ſoon repulſed with conſiderable loſs, the 
army reſumed their march; but notwithſtanding 
this the enemy rally'd, and twice returned tothe 
charge, by which they loſt above 6000 men. 
While Cortes continued at Tezeuco, many of 
the neighbouring Caciques came to enter into an 
alliance with him againſt the Emperor of Mexico, 
and among others, deputies arrived in great haſte 
from the provinces of Chalco and Otumba, to 
ſolicit aſſiſtance againſt an army of Mexicans, 
that appeared —_ their frontiers, in order to 
puniſh them for having entered into an alliance 
with the Spanrards. Cortes reſolving to grant 
them immediate aſſiſtance, detached Gonzalo de 
Sandoval and Franciſco de Lugo with 200 Spaniards, 
15 horſe, and a body of Tlaſcalans. Thefe were 
attacked in their march by a body of Mexicans, 
who lay in ambuſcade; but though they were ea- 
fily routed, they afterwards aſſembled a formida- 
ble army in the road: however, Sandoval and Lugo 
being apprized of their deſign, advanced in great 
order, and though the Mexicans ruſhed upon them 
with great impetuoſity, they met with ſo warm 
a reception from the fire-arms and croſs-bows, as 


put them to a ſtand, when the horſe advancing, 


were followed by the infantry and Tla/calans, 


ho ſoon threw them into confuſion, and being 


at the ſame time attacked in the rear by the 
troops of O/umba and Cbalco, they were entirely 
defeated 
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defeated with a terrible ſlaughter ; and eight of 
the moſt conſiderable perſon in the army were 
taken priſoners. After which the every paſſed 
the night in the city of Chalco, where they were 
entertained with great hoſpitality; and as the 
Chalque/e, had long been at enmity with the 
Tlaſcalans, the Spaniſh Captains ſeized this op- 
portunity of propoſing a peace between the 
two nations, which was afterwards confirmed 

by the Senate of Tlaſcala. 
Sandoval and Lugo, having thus happily ter- 
minated this expedition, returned to Texzeuco, 
when Cortes ordered the eight Mexican priſoners 
to be brought before him, and received them 
in the midſt of his Captains with a look of 
great ſeverity, while they had all the marks 
of terror and confuſion, expecting the puniſh- 
ment they thought inevitable; but he let them 
know, that though it was in his power to make 
them ſuffer for the barbarous cruelties they had 
exerciſed on his people, he would convince 
them that the Spaniards were as much their ſu- 
periors in generofity, as in value, and that he 
would grant them both life and liberty, if they 
would promiſe him to inform their Prince, that 
he was coming to demand ſatisfaction for their 
perfidiouſly attacking him in his retreat from 
Mexico, in direct oppoſition to the treaty which 
they themſelves had propoſed and confirmed. 
But principally to revenge Metezuma's death, 
and that his army being now augmented, he 
would in a ſhort time ſeek the Emperor in the 
midſt of his court, and lay the city of Mexico 
in aſhes, unleſs he would ſue for a peace, 2 
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ſhould be granted on reaſonable terms, He 
then ordered the priſoners to be unchained, and 


to have a boat to carry them to Mexico by wa- 


ter, at which they threw themſelves at his feet, 
and promiſed not only to make the Emperor 
acquainted with what he ſaid; but to uſe their 
utmoſt endeavours to procure an accommoda- 
tion. 

Martin Lopez about this time ſent word to 
Cortes that the brigantines were finiſhed, and 
that he would ſpeedily ſet forward with them, 
the republic of Tlaſcala having provided 10,000 
carriers, and 2000 to relieve thoſe who ſhould 
be tired, beſides thoſe appointed to carry the 
proviſions and ammunition : but that he thought 
it adviſeable to ſtay in the laſt town of the Tla/- 
calans for a convoy of Spaniards, ſince it 
would not be ſafe to paſs through the Mexican 
territories without any other force than that of 
the Indian allies. 

This news filled the army with joy, and Cortes 
immediately gave orders to Sandoval to march 
with 200 Spaniards, 15 horſe, and ſome com- 
panies of Tlaſcalans towards the territories of the 
republic, in order to conduct Lopez with his 
materials to Tezeuco. This officer accordingly 
ſet out, but halted at Zalepegue, a ſmall town 
that refuſed to ſubmit, and was the very place 
where the Spaniards were murdered in their way 
from Vera Cruz to Mexico, for which reaſon he 
had orders to chaſtiſe and reduce the inhabi- 
tants; but they no ſooner perceived the detach- 
ment than they fled to the mountains; when 
Sandoval, entering the town, found written with 

charcoal 
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charcoal upon a wall; In this houſe the unhappy 
Juan Juſtina «vas taken, with many others of his 
companions; and afterwards they found, in one 
of the temples, the heads of the Spaniards 
dried to preſerve them from putrefaction. 

'This dreadful fight filled the Spaniards with 
rage, and Sandewal reſolved to puniſh the in- 
habitants with the utmoſt rigour. At this in- 
ſtant ſeveral companies that had been detached 
in purſuit of the fugitives, returned with a great 
number of men, women and children, after 
having killed upon the mountains all who refuſed 
to ſurrender. 'Theſe poor creatures, half dead 
with fear, implored the mercy of the Spaniards 
by their tears and outcries, and ſoon moved 
them to compaſſion. Sandoval privately deſired 
the officers to intercede in their behalf, that they 
might ſet the greater value upon their pardon, 
which he at length granted, and received the 
ſubmiſſion of the Cacique and principal citizens, 
who afterwards ſtrictly adhered to the Spani- 
ards. 

The remains of the murdered Spaniards be- 
ing decently interred, Sandoval continued his 
march to the frontiers of Tla/cala, where Mar- 
tin Lopez received him with joy. He had with 
him a young officer called Chichemecal, who 
commanded the Tlaſcalas reinforcement, and 
had been with difficulty perſuaded to wait for 
the Spaniſh detachment, he being extremely de- 
ſirous of diſtinguiſhing himſelf againſt the Maxi- 
cans, The men having been allowed ſufficient 
time for reſt and refreſhment, Sandoval prepared 
for marching back to Texexco, when Chi- 
| chemecal 


r ͤ ͤœòℳ¹⁵ͤi !!!!!! itn os Sg 


Sy HERNANDO CORTES. 219 
chemecal took ſuch umbrage at his being Rationed 
in the rear, that he could ſcarcely be prevailed 
upon to proceed, till Sandewva/ propoſed to march 
along with him. The vanguard conſiſted of 
part of the Spaniards and T laſcalans who came 
from Texeuco. The carriers marched rank and 
file with their burdens, and being properly ſe- 
cured on their flanks formed the main body, 
while the rear was brought up by the new re- 
inforcement. In this order they marched through 
the Mexican territories, without being moleſted 
by the enemy, though different bodies of Mexi- 
cans frequently appeared on the diſtant hulls. 
On their approaching Tezeuco, they were met 
by Cortes and the Cacique of that city, and 
made their entrance into it, amidſt the accla- 
mations of the whole army, after which all the 
materials were ſeparately ſtored in a large work- 
houſe prepared for that purpoſe near the canals. 

Cortes, being informed that the veſſels could 
not be finiſhed in leſs than 20 days, reſolved to 
engage in ſome enterprize, ang therefore, leav- 
ing the government of Tezepco to Sandoval, put 
himſelf at the head of a detachment of 250 
S§paniſb infantry, 20 horſe, and a numerous body of 
the nobles of Tezewco; 15,000 Tlaſcalaus, un- 
der the command of Chichemecal, and about 
5000 commanded by Aicatencal; and began his 
march towards Yaltocaxn, a town five leagues 
from Texzeuco, ſituated upon one of the ſmall 
lakes that diſcharged themſelves into the great 
lake of Mexico, reſolving to chaſtiſe the inha- 
bitants, for returning an inſolent anſwer, and 


wounding the meſſengers he had ſent to require 


their 
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their obedience. He found the Mexicans drawn 
up in order of battle at a ſmall diſtance from the 
town; but after the firſt diſcharge of the fire- 
arms and croſs-bows, the horſe ruſhed in amongſt 
them, put them into diſorder, and they were 
ſoon entirely defeated, with a great ſlaughter, 
thoſe who ſurvived flying to the mountains. 
After this victory, Cortes deferred making an 
aſſault upon the town *till the next day. But 
the enterpriſe was found much more difficult 
than was imagined, for it was ſituated in 
the lake, and the bridge or cauſeway being 
broke down, it was entirely ſurrounded with 
water, whence it would have been impoſſible to 
have carried the place, had not Cortes been in- 
formed by one of the Indians of Texzeuco that a 
little higher the lake was fordable. He imme- 
diately ordered two companies of Spaniards, 
ſupported by a large number of the allies, to 
paſs over, which they performed in ſpite of the 
enemy, who boldly defended the paſſage with 
their ſlings and arrows, and obliged every man 
to fight while he was up to the middle in water; 
but the Mexicans were no ſooner driven from the 
ſhore, and obſerved the Spaniards drawing up in 
a plain near the town, than retiring with preci- 
pitation to their canoes, they left the place un- 
guarded, upon which the Spaniard; entered with- 
out oppoſition. The ſoldiers were allowed to 
- plunder the town, in order to puniſh the inha- 
bitants; but they had left very little behind 
them; however, ſome loads of corn and ſalt were 


tranſported to the army, with conſiderable quan- 
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tities of cotton cloths, and ſome jewels, which 
had not boden concealed; fire was then ſet to the 
principal temples, in order to ſtrike terror into 
the fugitives ; after which the army repaſſed the 
ford. 

Cortes then continued his march, and found 
ſeveral towns ſituated upon the lake, that had 
been abandoned by the inhabitants, in each of 
which he lodged one night, in order to make 
obſervations, and afterwards retired without ſuf- 
tering any damage to be done to the buildings, 
to ſhew the Indian that he never uſed rigour, 
but when he met with reſiſtance. 

He now advanced towards Tacuba, a place 
of great importance, on account of its being 
nearer to Mexico than any of the other towns 
upon the lake; but he only deſigned to take a 
view of it in order to form ſome ſcheme for at- 
tacking it at a more convenient opportunity. 
Upon his approaching the town, he obſerved a 
vaſt multitude of the enemy, and in an inſtant 
they poured in upon him with their uſual impe- 
tuoſity; but after ſeveral ineffectual efforts they 
fied, and were purſued with great ſlaughter, 
The Spaniard; paſſed the night in the field of 
battle, and the next morning were again aſſaulted 
by the enemy, who on their being once more 
routed, fled into Tacuba, and being cloſely pur- 
ſued, ſome of the Spaniards and allies entered 
with them ; and maintained the fight within the 
city, *till night approaching, Cortes ordered them 
to be called back, and to ſet fire to the houſes 
in order to employ the Mexicans, and give the 
Sani ard time to make th · ir retreat. 

W. I. U Cortes 
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Cortes ſtaid five days in this place, duri 
which he was frequently attacked by the Indians, 
who were always driven back to the city with 
great loſs, whence he began to entertain ho 
of carrying the town after the garriſon ſhould be 
waſted by theſe diurnal ſallies. At length he 
obſerved a conſiderable body of Mexicans, ad- 
vancing on the cauſeway, and having permitted 
a part of them to paſs and draw up on the main 
land, he charged them with great fury, when 
after a faint reſiſtance, they fled towards the 
cauſeway, and he following, fell into the ſnare 


they had laid for him; for his troops were no 


ſooner crowded on this narrow pavement, than 
the Mexicans faced about, while innumerable ca- 
noes ſailed out of Mexico, and inveſted both 
fides of the cauſeway, by which means the Spa- 
niards were at the ſame time attacked in front, 
flank and rear. What rendered their fituation 
ſtill more dangerous, many of the Mexicazs were 
armed with long fpears, pointed with the ſwords 
they had taken from the unfortunate ſoldiers, 
who had been killed in their retreat from that 
city. In this emergency Cortes formed a front 
every way, made great havock among the ene- 
my, and at length brought off his troops, many 
of whom were , and a pair of colour 
in great danger of being taken. 


Cortes being ſenſible of the difficulty of re- 


ducing Tacuba, returned to Tezeuco, where he had 
the ſatisfaction of learning that a veſſei was arri- 
ved at Vera Crux, laden with a great quantity 
of arms and ammunition, with a perſon on board 
named Julian de Alderete, who came in the cha- 
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racter of the King's Treaturer, and fome Spaniſh 
foldiers of diſtinction, who inſtantly marched to 


Tlaſcala, where they obtained an eſcort which 
conducted them to Tezeuco. 


ECC 
Sr. . 


Sandoval obtains three Vicbories ower a Mexican 
Army. Cortes marches 10 Suchimilco ; makes an 
unſucceſsful Attempt to ſcale a Mountain defended 
by the Mexicans; d*/eats a Mexican Army; 
obtains @ ſecond Victory before Suchimilco, and 
zakes that City, where he narrowly eſcapes being 
carried Priſoner to Mexico. 


BOUT this time the Caciques of Chalcs 

and 7 humanalco tending meſſengers to Cor- 
res to deſire his aſſiſtance againſt a powerful army 
of Mexicans, he ordered Sandoval to march with 
a body of forces to their relief. 'The Mexicans 
had fortified themſelves in ſome hollow ways, 
where they were ſecured from being attacked by 
the horſe, whence Sandoval, with great difficulty, 
diſlodged them. They however rallied upon 
the plam, where they again ſoon gave way, and 
diſperſed ; but the Spaniards purſuing them, 
made ſuch a terrible ſlaughter, that the greateſt 
part of them were cut to pieces. 

Immediately after, Sandoval being informed 
that a body of 14 or 15,000 Mexicans were ad- 
vancing towards him, the troops were called m 
from the purſuit, and being again ranged in order 
at battle, marched to meet them; but theſe freſh 
U2 forces, 
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forces, being ſoon routed, fled in great confufion 
to the town of Gaa/tapegue ; the Spaniard: en- 
tered the place at the ſame time, and dividing 
into ſeveral ſtreets, drove out the enemy with a 
terrible ſlaughter. Sandoval allowed the ſoldiers 
to plunder the place, but ſoon after the Cacique 
and principal inhabitants making their ſubmul- 
ſion, Sandoval took them into his protection. 

The next day, Sandoval being informed 
that the Mexicans, who had eſcaped from the 
two laſt engagements, had rendezvouſed at Ca- 
piſtlan, he marched immediately to that town, 
which was fituated on the top of a high rock, 
whence the Mexicans, truſting to their ſituation, 
exaſperated the Spaniards by their reproaches. 
Sandoval ordered the troops of Chalco and Ta 
cala to advance, on account of their being ac- 
cuſtomed to thoſe rugged paſſes; but they did 
not obey him with their uſual alacrity, till he 
obſerving their backwardneſs, began to mount 
the rocks at the head of the Spaniards, when 
his example animated them to ſuch a de 
that they clambered up with ſurpriſing intrepi- 
dity. The Mexicans ſeeing this retired with 
marks of deſpondence into the town, but were 
afterwards driven out to the very edge, of the 
precipice, and all who did not throw themſelves 
down, were put to the ſword, 

Sandoval in theſe three engagements deſtroyed 
the Mexican army to a man. However, the Em- 

ror ordered a new army to march, over whom 
the Chalgue/e, after a deiperate action, obtained 
a compleat victory. 


Cortes 
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Cortes now reſolved to penetrate in perſon as 
far as Suchimilco, a town upon the lake, with 
a broad cauſeway, which joined thoſe that led 
to Mexico, and this was a ſeaſonable relief to the 
Chalgqueſe, who had diſcovered a new army of 
Mexicans on that fide. The confederate Ca- 
ciques were already aſſembled in the city of 
Chalco, when Cortes unexpectedly arrived, and 
filled the city with joy and gratitude. That 
General being then told by the Indian ſcouts, 
that the Mexicans had taken poſſeſſion of ſome 
almoſt inacceſſible mountains on the road to 
Suchimilco, marched directly to a town which 
he found deſerted by its inhabitants, and in 
which he ſpent the night. The next morning 
he entered the mountainous country by a nar- 
row and difficult path; while the Mexicans ſhew- 
ed themſelves from the tops of the eminences 
on each fide. The army marched till they ar- 
rived at an opening. There Cortes ordered the 
men to attack a conſiderable fortreſs, where the 
enemy appeared in great numbers; and with- 
out waiting to chuſe the leaſt difficult path, 
commanded Pedro de Barba and Bernal Diaz de 
Caftills to begin the attack. The Mexicans at 
firſt retired in ſeeming confuſton ; but when the 
Spaniards had mounted to the moſt dangerous 
part. of the precipice, they ſuddenly returned 
with hideous outcries, and rolled down large 
ſtones, which bore down every thang in their 
way. Cortes then ſeeing the impoſſibility of ſuc- 
ceeding, gave orders for their retreat, upon 
U 3 which 
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which they retired with the loſs of four Spaki- 
ard; killed, and a number of them wounded. 

Cortes now ordered the army to march, and in 
order to allure the Mexicans, laid open hid 
flanks, and then ſuddenly turned ſhort upon 
them, but was unable to do them much damage 
on account of the ſwiftneſs of their flight, and 
the thickneſs of the woods. Thoſe above at the 
fame time abandoned their fortification, and fol- 
lowed at a diſtance. Corres having proceeded 
2 league and a half farther, perceived another 
fortreſs garriſoned by the enemy; but not chu- 
fing to attack it, he encamped near a forſaken 
village. The General the next morning taking 
a view of the enemy's poſt, perceived an emi- 
nence within muſket ſhot, which the Mexicam 
had neglected to occupy ; but which was imme- 
- Eiately ſeized by Alderete and Verdigo Barba, with 
the muſketeers, who made ſach a facceſsful fire, 
that the Mexicars, filled with terror, — to the 
diſtant parts of the country. 

Cortes now marched to Guaſtapeque : but be- 
fore he reached it, the Cacique with the prin- 
cipal inhabitants invited him and the ref of 
the Spnniard; to lodge there, to which he rea- 
dily conſented. They had however but little 
time to enjoy the pleaſures of this place, for 
the General being informed that the enemy had 
halted at Qgurlavacu, to diſpute his paſſage over 
a hollow way filled with water, ordered the army 
To march thither. The pa ſeemed imprac- 
ticable; but Cortes charged the enemy with the 
Fre. Arms and arrows, and ordered two or three 
bridges to be made of long trees, Which _ 
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laid acroſs the Chaſm, afforded a paſſage for the in- 
fantry, which the Mexicans ſeeing, attacked thoſe 
who had paſſed over with fuch fary that they 
could hardly ſtand their ground, and were in 
the moſt imminent danger, when Cortes, Alverado, 
Olid, and Tapia, came to their aſſiſtance with the 
horſe, who, together with ſome Flaſcalant, 
charged the enemy with ſuch impetuoſity, 
that they were immediately difordered, routed, 
and purſued to the mountains with great 
laughter. 

Early the next morning Cortes marched to- 
wards Suchimilco; the firſt day they went through 
a defile three leagues long, and at night took 
up their quarters in ſome houſes near the road. 
At day break they proceeded on their march, 
and perceived the Mexicans drawn up in a 
plain, with a large and rapid river in the front. 
Cortes extended the troops of the allies along 
the bank ef the river, and while both fides made 
ſome diſcharges at each other with little effect, 
commanded the Spaniards to take the bridge 
that was between them; but they met with ſuch 
an obſtinate refiſtance, that they were twice re- 
pulſed. Howevet, returning the third time, 
they gained the paſs, which ſo diſcouraged the 
Mexicens that they began to fly in great diſ- 
order, 

The Spaniards inſtantly formed upon the 

the Mexicans had quitted, and being 
joined by ſeveral bodies of the allies who had 
iwam over the river, advanced towards the 
Mexicans who had halted near the city, and fell 


upon 
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upon them with ſuch reſolution as they were 
entering the gates, that they made a very great 
ſlaughter. Cortes then leaving part of his troops 
to ſecure a retreat, entered with the fugitives, 
and ordering ſome companies to force the bar- 
ricadoes in the ſtreets on the right and lett, 
advanced to the principal avenues, where the 
enemy had their greateſt force, This he with 
ſome difficulty ſurmounted, and ruſhed forwards 
into a multitude of the enemy, but inſtantly 
finding himſelf ſurrounded, and his retreat cut 
of, he ſupported himſelf for ſome time, tall 
his horſe falling, he was in extreme danger, and 
nothing ſaved him, but the great defire of the 
Mexicans to ſeize him alive for a preſent to 
the Emperor; but before they could carry him 
off, Chriftoval de Olea, a common ſoldier of 
diſtinguithed bravery, ſeeing his diſtreſs, and 
calling to ſome Tlaſcalaus, who were fighting 
near him, put himſelf at their head, and forced 
his way to the place with ſuch reſolution, that 
he killed the Mexicans who had ſeized Cortes, 
and he having thus recovered his liberty with 
only two ſlight wounds, puſhed the enemy ſo 
vigorouſly, that they fled to that part of the 
city which was built in the water, and left the 
Spaniards maſters of all the ſtreets upon the firm 
land. 

The troops without the gates were in the mean 
while warmly attacked by a body of 10,000 
Mexicans, who fought for ſome time with great 
obſtinacy, but were at length glad to return with 
conſiderable loſs. 

This ſucceſs made Cortes maſter of all the 
ſtreets and buildings on the firm land, and hav- 


ing 
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ing placed ſufficient guards by the water ſide, 
he ordered an officer and 20 or zo ſoldiers to 
keep watch on the top of the principal temple. 
Near the cloſe of the evening they diſcovered a- 
bout 2000 armed canoes advancing with great 
ſpeed from Mexico, upon which the guards at the 
landing places were immediately doubled, and in 
the morning about 15,000 of the enemy landed 
at a conſiderable diſtance from the city. Cortes 
immediately marched out and charged them with 
ſuch impetuoſity, that they were routed at the firſt 
attack, and the whole action appeared rather a 
chace than a victory. 

Cortes having continued four days at Suchimilco, 
retired in good order, with the ſatisfaction of 
having accompliſhed the end of his expedition, 
by taking a view of thatcity and weakening the 
force of the enemy; he was however inwardly 
diſſatisſied at his having loſt nine or ten Spaniards 
in this expedition. For beſides thoſe who were 
killed in attempting to ſcale the mountains, three 
or four were taken alive, while they were pil- 
laging one of the houſes at Suchimilco, and two 
of his ſervants fell into an ambuſcade, by im- 
prudently ſeparating-from the army. 
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HAP. XYM. 


The Brigantines got ready for failing on the Lake. 
A Pht to aſſaſſinate the General and bit principal 
Officers diſcovered. Xicotencal eaves Cortes, ws 
return Home, but is purſued and killed. The 

Brigantines launched upon the Lake, and at- 
tac ted by 4000 Canoes, moſt of which are de- 
firayed. An Attack made upon the three Cauſe- 
ways at once, in which the Spaniards are ſea- 
fonably relieved by the Brigantines; theſe clear 
the Lake of the Mexicans, who afterwards in- 
went ſeveral Stratagems to deftroy the Spaniards. 


NO ON after Cortes's return to Terence, a fol- 
dier who had been long in the ſervice, came 
to him with marks of fear and concern, and de- 
fired a private audience, which being granted, 
he gave him all the particulars of a conſpiracy 
that had been formed in his abſence. The chief 
contriver of this treacherous deſign was a private 
ſoldier named Antonio de Villafaua, who duliking 
the enterprize againit Mexico, blamed the Ge- 
neral for his purſuit of that conqueſt, accuſing 
him of obſtinacy and raſhnefs. Finding that 
his fellow ſoldiers liſtened to his infinuations, he 
expreſled a deſire of relinquiſhing the enterprize, 
and returning to Cuba; but as it was impoſſible to 
do this without Cartes's conſent, he, after hav- 
ing ſufficiently ſounded his confederates, pro- 
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poſed to them a ſcheme for aſſaſſinating the Ge- 
neral and all his principal officers, except Fran- 
ciſco Verdugo, who had married the fiſter of Diego 
Veilaſguez, and upon him they P to con- 
fer the chief command, which would give 2 
kind of ſanction to the mutiny, and be highly 
N to the Governor of Caba; but as they 
knew Fergugo to be a man of honour, they durſt 
not acquaint him with their deſign. In ſhort 
the affair was managed with ſuch dexterity that 
the numbers of the conſpirators daily increaſed, 
and 1t was at length agreed, to feign a packet 
from Fera Cruz with letters irom Spain, and to give 
it the General when he was at table: that they 
mould all go in together under the pretence of 
hearing the news, and while Cortes was reading 
the irt letter, they were to make uſe of that op- 
portunity to murder him and all his friends with 
their daggers. | 
The general having received this intelligence 
went immediately, with two Alcades and ſome 
of his Captains, to Villafana's quarters, where 
he found him with three or four of his accom- 
plices, and havin g put him in jirons, and ordered 
every body to retire, while he examined him in 
private, he took out of the wretch's boſom a 
paper ſigned by all the conſpirators, in which he 
found ſome names that greatly increaſed his 
concern; but concealing the paper from his 
friends, he ordered the ſoldiers, who were found 
with Villafana to be put into another priſon, 
and then withdrew, directing the officers of juſ- 
tice to proceed in his trial with all poſlible diſ- 
patchy without taking notice of any of his ac- 
| com- 
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complices, and Yillafana being condemned to 


dic, was the next morning ſeen hanging at the 
window of his own lodging, ſo that his guilt 
and puniſhment were made public at the 3 
time. But this being no time to ſatisfy juſtice 
with the lives of ſo many perſons, Cartes pre- 
tended that - Villafana had ſwallowed a paper 
which he believed contained the names of the 
conſpirators, and then aſſembling his Captains 
and ſoldiers gave them a ſummary account of the 
deſign againſt his life, and the lives of many 
preſent; faid that he thought himſelf happy in 
not knowing Villafana's accomplices, and in- 
treated his friends to enquire whether the Spani- 
ard; had any complaint to make againſt his pro- 
ceedings, becauſe he was above all things de- 
firous of giving entire ſatisfaction to his ſoldiers, 
and was ready to correct his own faults. At the 
ſame time he ordered the ſoldiers, who had been 
taken with Yi/lafana, to be ſet at liberty, and be- 
haved to the reit of the conſpirators as uſual, ſo 
that thinking him 1gnorant of their crime they 
afterwards ſerved him with extraordinary circum- 
ſpection, in order to avert any ſuſpicion of their 
fidelity. He however ſeized this opportunity of 
having twelve men, commanded by an officer, to 
guard his perſon. 

Cortes was a few days after perplexed with 
another affair that gave him no ſmall diſtur- 
bance. NXicetencal, having conceived ſome diſ- 

uſt at Cortes, reſolved to leave the army, and 
ving aſſembled ſome companies of Tlaſcalans 
who were attached to his intereſt, retired in the 
night, of which Cortes being informed, ſent af- 
der 
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ter him ſome noble Indians of Texeuco, to per- 
ſuade him to return; but Aicotencal's anſwer fo 
provoked the General, that he diſpatched three 
companies of Spaniards, with an additional force 
of Indians, with orders to take him priſoner, or 
to kill him in caſe of reſiſtancet As he defended 
himſelf to the laſt, it was impracticable to take 
him alive, and he no ſooner fell than his ſoldiers, 
who fought with reluctance, readily ſubmitted 
and returned to Texeuce, leaving their General 
hanging on a tree. i 

The brigantines being now ready, Cortes or? 
dered them to be launched and rigged, and then 
reviewed the Spantardt, who amounted to goo 
men, near 200 of whom uſed fire-arms and croſs- 
bows, the reſt were armed with ſwords, buck- 
lers, and lances. He had alſo 86 horſe, and 
18 pieces of cannon, with a large quantity of 
ammunition. He then ordered, on board each 
veſſel, 20 Spaniards under the command of a 
Captain, with twelve rowers and one piece of 
artillery. 

Cortes reſolving to take poſſeſſion at the 
ſame time of the three principal cauſeways : the 
expedition of T acuba was intruſted to Alverado, 
who had 150 Spamiſh foot, 30 horſe, 30, ooo 
T laſcalans, and two pieces of cannon. The at- 
tack of the cauſeway called [z:apalapa was com- 
mitted. to Sandoval, who commanded 150 Spani- 
ard, 24 horſe, two pieces of artillery, and all 
the troops of Chal, Cheluia, and Guacocinge, 
amounting to above 40,000 men, and the attempt 
upon Cayecaa another of them was aſſigned to De 
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Olid, with 160 Spaniards, two pieces of cannon; 
and 30,000 confederate Indians. 

Alverado and Olid marched together as far as 
Tacaba, which was abandoned by the inhabitants, 
as were all the towns upon the lake, who were 
gone to defend Mexico. The two Spaniſh Captains 
had notice that the Mexican had formed a conſi- 
derable body within half a league of the city to 
cover the aqueducts that ſupplied it with freſh 
water. Upon this intelligence they marched thi- 
ther, and after a very obſtinate battle, drove the 
enemy from their poſt; broke the aqueducts, 
and by this means effectually cut off their 
water. 

Olid then marched to Cayacan the other cauſe- 
way; and Cortes having allowed Sandoval time 
to reach 1ztapalapa, embarked with the Cacique 
of Texeuco and his brother, and took upon him- 
ſelf the command of the lake, after having left 
a ſufficient number of troops to cover his place 
of arms, and ſecure a communication with his 
quarters. His thirteen brigantines being drawn 
up in a line, and adorned with flags and ſtreamers, 
he approached Mexico, and then failing back 
obſerved a pretty large caſtle, fituated upon a 
ſmall iſland which the enemy thought impreg- 
nable. Cortes landed here with 150 Spaniardt, 
and drove the enemy, who made a brave defence, 
into the caſtle, where they were ſo crowded, that 
having no room to manage their arms, they 
were obliged to ſurrender. The Spaniards then 
returned to their brigantines, in order to ſteer 
towards Ixtapalapa to aſſiſt Sandoval, when they 
| | bbſerved 
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obſerved a fleet of 4000 canoes aſſembling on 
the lake. Corres drew up has veſſels in the form 
of an half-moon, and advanced towards the ca- 
noes, when a breeze of wind ſuddenly ſpringing 
up, they began the attack at a diſtance with the 
artillery, and then making uſe of their lail', ran 
in among the canoes with ſuch force as over-ſet 
all that Rood in their way, while their fire-arms 
and croſs-bows made a terrible ſlaughter. 'The 
nobles of Mexico, who had manned the 500 ca- 
noes in the front, made ſome oppoſition; but 
moſt of theſe being deſtroyed, the reſt were 
thrown into ſuch con:ufion, that they run foul 
of each other, ſo that the greateſt part of them 
over-ſet, when the brigantines, puriving the mi- 
ſerable remains of this fleet with their cannon 
ſhot, forced them to take ſhelter in the canals of 
the city of Mexico. 

Cortes paſſed the night near Tezeuco, and in 
the morning Was preparing to fail to Ixtapalapa, 
when he diſcovered a great number of canoes 
making towards Cayocan, and following them, 
found De Olid engaged on the cauſeway with 
the enemy who defended it, and at the ſame 
time with the canoes on each fide, againſt each of 
whom being obliged to make a front, he was 
hardly able to keep the ground he had gained. The 
Mexicans had drawn up the bridges on the cauſe- 
ways towards the city, and mounting on them 
in ranks, charged from the top. The Spa- 
niards, were obliged to clear theſe places of de- 
ſence with their croſs-bows, while faſcines were 
brought to fill the ditch ; but a piece of artillery 
being brought up, it ſoon cleared the paſſages. 

X 2 De 
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De Olid had juſt made himſelf maſter of the firſt 
ditch when the canoes arrived; but at the fight 
of the brigantines all the Mexicans fled with pre- 
ci pitation: and the canoes on the other fide, 
as ſoon as three brigantines had got thro' 
a wide paſſage, retired in diſorder, towards the 
City. 

The troops paſſed the night upon the cauſe- 
way, and in the morning proceeded on their 
march with little or no oppoſition, *till they ap- 
proached the laſt bridge, which they found for- 
tified with ſtrong works, and the trenches that 
were cut in the ſtreets were defended by a vaſt 
multitude of people. The artillery from the 
brigantines made a dreadful ſlaughter of them, 
while De Olid having ruined the fortification of 
the cauſeway, and filled up the ditch, charged 
the Mexicans who had defended them; and Cor- 
tes landing with 30 Spaniards, gave ſuch life to 
the attack, that the enemy quickly turned their 
backs, and the chief ſtreet of Mexico was gained. 
The fugitives however took poſſeſſion of a 
temple near the entrance of the city, and from 
this poſt they defied the Spaniards; but Cortes 
ordering three or four pieces of cannon to be 
landed, they were ſoon made ſenſible of their 
danger, and all that part of the city was for- 
ſaken; the next day Cortes retired along the 
cauſeway to Cuyocan, guarded on each ſide by 
his brigantines, ſo that the enemy durſt not di- 
turb his march. 

Cortes then proceeeded to Iztapalapa, where 
he found Sandowal reduced to the laſt extremity. 
He had taken poſſeſſion of the buildings on the 
land, and had made great havock among we 

WhO 


A4 large building, he reſolved to ſeize it, in or- 
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who approached in their canoes; he had demoliſh- 
ed ſome houſes, and overthrowun two or three re- 
inforcements from Mexico ſent to attack him by 
land; and that day the Indians having abandoned 


der to enlarge his quarters. This ſcheme he 
effected, by forming a paſſage with faſcines, but 
he had no ſooner entered the houſe with ſome of 
his people, than a great number of canoes which 
had lain in ambuſh, advanced with a multitude 
of Mexicans, who threw themſelves into the water, 
and dragging away the faſcines, cut off his retreat, 
by which means he was beſieged on all fides, 
while the enemy diſcharged their arrows at him 
and his men, from all the terraces and windows 
of the neighbouring houſes. He was in this diſ- 
treſs when Cortes arrived, and obſerving the vaſt 
number of canoes in the water ſtreets, advanced 
with all poſſible ſpeed, and played his artillery 
with ſuch ſucceſs, that the enemy fled in great 
confuſion. The loſs of the Mexicans upon this 
occaſion was very great. 
Cortes now reſolved to quit the poſt he was in, 
and to diſpatch Sandowal to T apeaquiila, where 
there was another cauſeway, the poſſeſſion where- 
of would effectually cut off the enemy's provi- 
ſions, of which they already began to be in want. 
Sandoval advancing, and finding the place for 
ſaken, lodged himſelf in it without reſiſtance. 
The General then failed to T acuba to viſit Alve- 
rado, who had met with various ſucceſs: for 
though the place was deſerted at his approach, 
he had, like De Olid, been obliged to beat down 
works, and to fill up ditches, 
| | X 3 Cortes 
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Cortes now reſolved to put a ſtop to all opera- 

tions by land, till he had made himſelf maſter 
of the lake: for this purpoſe he prevailed on the 
allied towns to ſend a vaſtnumberof canoes man- 
ned by the moſt expert Indians, who with the bri- 
gantines ſailing continually about the lake, and 
along the three canſeways, afforded them an op- 
portunity of taking many canoes loaded with 
proviſions and water, which reduced the beſieged 
to great diſtreſs. 

The Mexicans now ſent canoes to clear the 
ditches, and made ſallies in the night only to 
alarm the enemies, and fatigue them by want 
of ſleep; that they might afterwards attack them 
with the advantage of freſh troops. They alſo 
built large piraguas ſtrengthened with planks, 
in which they ſheltered themſelves from the 
Not in time of engagement. In theſe they came 
out in the night, and lay in ambuſh behind a 
grove of reeds in the lake, which effectually 
concealed them from view: and deſigning to 
draw thither the brigantines that cruized about 
the lake by two at a time, they provided three 
or four canoes laden with proviſiens for a bait, 
and fixed a conſiderable number of large ftakes 
in the water to deſtroy or InchMmber the brigan- 
tines. 

'The next day, as they expected, two of the 
brigantines that attended Sandoval began thei: 
cruize, when the Mexicans ſent out their canoes; 
which as ſoon as they were ſeen, pretended to 
fly and retire among the reeds, and the brigan- 
tines giving chace, fell in among the ſtakes, 
where they were ſo N that they could 


neither 
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neither move forwards nor backwards. At the 
ſame inſtant the piraguas came out and attacked 
them on all fides with ſuch fury, that the Spa- 
niards maſt haveinfallibly periſhed, had not ſome 
expert ſwimmers cut away the ſtakes withhatchets, 
and in the mean while they kept ſuch a fire 
upon the enemy, that almoſt all the piraguas were 
ſunk ; but this victory was not obtained before 
the brigantines had received great damage, 

Cortes however reſolved to turn this ſtratagem 
againſt the enemy, and being ſome time after 
informed that the Mexicans had concealed them- 
ſelves a ſecond time among the reeds, he or- 
dered fix brigantines to ſteer off in the night, 
and lie in ambuſh among another parcel of reeds, 
at a ſmall diſtance from the enemy's ambuſcade. 
In the morning one of the brigantines began 
her cruize, and diſcovering the piraguas as if 
by accident, ſtood off immediately, and pretended 
to fly towards the place of the counter ambuſ- 
cade, when ſhe was inſtantly purſued by the pi- 
raguas, till being at a convenient diſtance, the 
other brigantines ſallied out, and gave them 
ſuch a terrible ſalute with their great gans, that 
at the very firſt diſcharge they were almoſt all 
Tunk, and moſt of the men periſhed. 
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CHAP. XIX. 
Cortes offers a Peace to the Emptror, but his Prieſts 


prevent his accepting it. Upon which Cortes 
makes a general Altack, and after an ob/linate 
Engagement is defeated. He afterwards renews. 
the Attack, makes a Lodgment, and obliges the 
Emperor to retire to the fartheſt Part of the City. 
The Emperor and his Conſort are ſeized in an 
Attempt to eſcape, and the whole Empire of 
Mexico acknowledges their Subjection to Spain. 
Cortes extends his Congueſts to the South-Sea, 
rebuilds Mexico, and dies in Spain. | 


6 TES being informed that the beſieged he- 
gan to want proviſions, exerted his utmoſt di- 
ligence in cutting off all relief from the city, 
and in the mean time diſmiſſed two Mexican no- 
blemen, with a meſſage to the Emperor Guati- 
moxin with overtures of peace. Upon which the 
Emperor was adviſed to agree to the General's 
propoſals. This favourable diſpoſition was how- 
ever deſtroyed by the remonſtrances of the 
prieſts; inſomuch that Guatimozin himſelf de- 
clared that, to whatever diſtreſs the city ſhould 


be reduced, he would put the firſt man to death, 


who ſhould from thenceforward mention peace. 
Cortes was no ſooner informed of this, than he 
reſolved to carry fire and ſword into the city; and 


for that purpoſe ſent orders to the commanders of 


thetroops of Tacubaand Tapeaguilla, while hehim- 


ſelf 
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ſelf marched by the cauſeway of Cruyocan at 
the head of the troops commanded by De Olid. 
All obſtacles were ſoon removed, and the troops 
advanced without any conſiderable oppoſition 
to the laſt bridge, where the Indians had broke 
down part of the cauſeway to inlarge the ditch; 
and on the oppoſite bank they had raiſed a for- 
tification covered with planks; it was however 
ſoon deſtroyed by the artillery, and the enemy 
retired into the city. Thus the ſhore being left 
free, Cortes ordered his men to land immedi- 
ately, and to take on ſhore the horſe and three 
pieces of cannon, but before he advanced into 
the ſtreets he gave orders to Julian de Alderete to 
ſtay behind, and fill up the ditch, while the bri- 
antines were to approach the ſcene of action 
7 the great canals, and to fire upon the ene- 
my. But Aalerete no ſooner heard them engaged, 
than thinking his employment diſhonourable, 
he ruſhed forwards to have a ſhare in the battle, 
leaving the care of filling up the ditch to another 
officer, who alſo abandoned it for the ſame rea- 
ſon. The Mexicans ſtood the firſt charge, and 
behaved with great bravery, doing the Spaniards 
conſiderable damage from the windows and tops 
of the houſes. But ſuddenly, in the heat of the 
engagement, they quitted the ground, for Guati- 
mozin being informed that the great ditch was 
abandoned reſolved to fall upon the Spaniards 
in their retreat. 
Cortes ſuſpected their intent, and having barely 
time to return to his quarters before night, be- 
gan his retreat, after having ſet fire to ſeveral 
| houſes, from which he had ſuſtained ſome da- 
mage. The Spaniards had ſcarce began to 3 
| | ack, 
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back, before they were attacked on all ſides by 
an incredible number of choſen warriors, who 
fought with ſuch intrepidity, that they diſre- 
win both the fire-arms and croſs-bows. Cortes 
eing informed that the retreat was hindered by 
the ditch, endeavoured to form his battalions ; 
but could not, becauſe the confederates, being 
in the front, were the firſt who arrived at the 
ditch, and had thrown themfelves into it with 
ſuch confuſion, that they were deſtroyed by the 
Mexicans, who either wounded or drowned them. 
The General was now left with his people to 
maintain the fight; when his horſe being killed 
under him, Captain Franciſco de Guxmas alighted 
to give him his, and was taken priſoner, without 
a poſſibility of being reſcued. At length how- 
ever Cortes got to the brigantines, and returned 
to his quarters, wounded, and extremely morti- 
fied at his defeat, above 40 Spaniards being taken 
priſoners. Upwards of 1000 Tlaſcalaus were 
Killed; one piece of cannon was loſt, and of the 
Spaniards ſcarce one eſcaped unwounded. 
Alverado and Sandoval entered the city by 
different ways at the ſame time with Corres, an 
met with nearly the ſame ſucceſs, but they did 
not loſe above 20 Spaniards. 
The Mexicans celebrated the victory with great 
rejoicings, and were ſo elevated with their good 
fortune, that a little before break of day they 
advanced by the three cauſeways, to beat up the 
quarters, to ſet fire to the brigantines, and to com- 
pleat the deſtruction of the Spaniards. But the 
latter were well prepared to receive them; they 
were repulſed by the artillery of the brigantines, 
and ſome pieces mounted at the Spar;/lodgments, 
which play'd upon the cauſeways. The 
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The next day Guatimozin cauſed a report to 
be ſpread, that Cortes was killed. However, 
his allies ſoon recovered their fright, freſh 
ſuccours came in, and ſeveral nations that 
had hitherto continued neuter, being ſenſible 
of the. diſtreſs of Mexico, declarcd for the Spa- 
wiards. So that in a few days, Cortes found 
himſelf at the head of above 200,000 men. 
The Mexicaxs in the mean time were not 
idle, but frequently attacked the quarters both 
by day and 1 though they were always 
repulſed with loſs. The city was now in 
the greateſt diſtreſs for want of bread and water, 
which induced the General to proceed to action, 
and as he had ſuffered ſo much in retreating, it 
was agreed that the commander of each body 
of Spaniards ſhould endeavour to ſtay in that part 
of the city into which he ſhould penetrate. 

This plan being approved, Alverado and Sau- 
doval began their march by day-break from Ta- 
cuba to Tapeaguilla: Cortes advanced from Cuyo- 
can with a body of troops commanded by Olid; 
while the brigantines and canoes were diſtributed 
ſo as to ſupport the three attacks. All the dif- 


ficulties were ſurmounted as uſual, and the three 


Captains entering the city much about the ſame 
time, fortified themſelves with the ruins of the 
houſes. 

This new method of proceeding filled the 
Mexicans with conſternation, and entirely broke 
all their meaſures. A council was immediately 
ſummoned at Guatimozin's palace; where it was 
reſolved to diſlodge the Spaniards, and their ar- 
my being divided into three bodies advanced to 


the 
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the attack, at break of 'day; but preparations 
having been made for their reception, they no 
ſooner approached, than the artillery began to 
play upon the avenues, and made ſuch a terrible 
ſlaughter of the van-guard, that they durſt not 
proceed; when the Spaniards ruſhed upon them, 
they were ſoon routed and diſperſed, by which 
means they obtained better quarters for the en- 
ſuing night. The Spaniard: that continued were 
obliged, as thev advanced, todeſtroy houſes, level 
works, and fill up the trenches cut acroſs every 
ſtreet, and notwithſtanding theſe obſtructions, 
all the three leaders in leſs than four days came 
in ſight of the principal ſquare in the city where 
they had agreed to meet. Alverado arrived firſt 
at this ſpacious ſquare, which was called T late- 
leuco, where he found the enemy endeavouring 
to make a, ſtand, but he fell upon them with 
ſuch reſolution, that they immediately abandoned 
the ground, and retired in great confuſion to the 
ſtreets on the oppoſite ſide. Obſerving at a ſmall 
diſtance a very large temple, the towers of which 
were poſſeſſed by the enemy, he immediately de- 
tached ſome companies to drive them from 
thence, in order to ſecure his rear, which was 
performed with very little oppoſition. He was 
ſoon after joined by Cortes and Olid, who ad- 
vanced by a different avenue, driving a confuſed 
throng of Mexicans before them into the ſquare, 
who falling in upon the battalion, which Alve- 
rado had drawn up in order of battle, and being 
attacked on every ſide, ' were moſt of them cut 
to pieces. The ſame miſerable fate —_ 
| tho 
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thoſe Who were driven into the ſquare, by the 
third diviſion under the command of Sandoval. 

The enemy perceiving that the whole force of 
the Spaniards was united, now ran with the utmoſt 
precipitation to defend the perſon of their Prince, 
by which means Cortes had an opportunity of 
lodging his troops to the beſt advantage. 'The 
next morning all the ftreets in poſſeſſion of the 
enemy were filled with armed men, in order to 
cover thoſe who were railing a kind of fortifi- 
cation, hut as they did not proceed to hoſtilities, 
Cortes ſuſpended the attack he had meditated, and 
reſolved to try once more, whether they were diſ- 
poſed to an accommodation, now they ſaw him 
{0 advantageouſly poſted. He therefore ſent a 
meſſage to Guatimozin, who had retired with his 
miniſters and the nobility to a ſpacious angle of 
the city, the greateſt part of which was defended 
by. the lake. 

A ſuſpenſion of arms being agreed upon, Gua- 
timozin held ſeveral councils, to deliberate on the 
overtures of -peace, and the majority were for a- 
greeing to the treaty ; while others were for con- 
tinuing the war, who being joined by the Priefts, 
it was reſolved to proſecute it. In the mean 
time the Emperor gave orders that all the pira- 
guas and canoes ſhould retire to a bay, in or- 
der to ſecure his retreat in caſe he ſhould be 
driven to extremities. Cortes immediately ſuſ- 
pected their deſign, and therefore appointed 
Sandowal commander in chief of all the brigan- 
tines, with orders to ſurround the bay at a di- 
ſtance, and to keep a ſtrict watch upon the ene- 
my's motions. | | 
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Cortes having taken theſe ſteps, advanced 
with his troops, which the Mexicans perceiving, 
prepared for an engagement. But they no 
ſooner obſerved the terrible havock made by 
the firſt diſcharge of the cannon on their wood- 
en fortifications, than they ſent notice of 1t 
to Guatimozin, and in a little time demanded 
a parley; upon which four Mexicans, who 
ſeemed perſons of diſtinction, appeared on 
the farther ſide of a ditch, and informed Cor- 
tes that they were appointed to receive his 
propoſals, but the General deſired that the Em- 
peror himſelf would come to treat in perſon, 
and in the mean time a ſtop ſhould be put to 
all acts of hoſtility, With this anſwer the Am- 
baſſadors retired, and word was brought that 
the Emperor would come the next day to con- 
clude a treaty, but he put off his coming for 
ſeveral days. 

However, the day being come, which was 
the utmoſt period allowed by Cortes, Sandoval 
diſcovered, before the ſun aroſe, great multi- 
tudes embarking on board the canoes in the 
bay, and theſe attacked the brigantines with 
great fury, without being terrified at the ha- 
vock made among them by the artillery. 

In the hotteſt part of the engagement Sando- 
val obſerved fix or ſeven piraguas rowing with 
the utmoſt ſpeed from the fartheſt part of the 
bay, upon which he ordered a brigantine to 
give them chaſe. The Captain ſoon came up 
with the foremoſt piragua, which ſeemed to 
command the reſt, when the Mexicans inſtantly 
ceaſed rowing; and deſired him not to fire, 
becauſe 
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becauſe the Emperor was on board. The 
Captain with other Spaniards immediately leap- 
ed into the piragua, to ſecure their prize. Up- 
on which Guatimozin ſaid, ] am your priſoner, 
« and ready to go whither you think fit to con- 
« duct me. All the favour I have to aſk is, 
ce that ſome regard may be paid to the honour 
« of the Empreſs my conſort, and het female 
« attendants.” Guatimozin then paſſing into 
the brigantine, gave his hand to that Princeſs 
to help her up the ſide. The Captain had no 
ſooner made Guatimozin priſoner, than he diſ- 
patched a canoe to Cortes with an account of his 
ſucceſs, and all military operations ceaſed ſoon 
after. 

Cortes ſent two companies of Spaniards to the 
landing place to guard the royal priſoners, whom 
he received with great reſpect, which the Em- 
peror returned in the ſame manner. On their 
arrival at the Spaniſh quarters, Guatimozin and 
his Empreſs went in firſt. When Cortes, to alle- 
viate their ſorrow, told him, that he was priſoner 
to one of the moſt powerful Monarchs in the 
univerſe, from whoſe clemency he might hope 
to regain not only his liberty, but even his Em- 
pire, and that till the pleaſure of his Sovereign 
ſhould be known, he ſhould be treated with all 
the reſpect due to the Emperor of Mexico. 

Cortes thinking it was ſtill neceſſary to re- 
duce that part of the city which was in the ene- 

This great event happened on the 13th of Auguſt, 


1521, and from thence has been dated the dominion of the 
Spaniards over the Mexican Empire. 
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my's poſſeſſion, left the. care of his priſoners to 
Sandoval, and went out to give orders for ano- 
ther attack. But Gratimozin ſuſpecting the cauſe 
of his abrupt departure, deſired to ſpeak with 
him, and upon his returning back, conjured 
him to ſpare his unhappy ſubjects, who would 
ſurrender peaceably as foon as they were inform- 
ed of his captivity, He therefore mtreated 
Cortes to allow one of his Miniſters to accom- 
pany him, and command the Mexicans, in their 
Prince's name, to obey the Spaniſh General, 
which order they no ſooner heard, than they 
threw down their arms and ſubmitted. 

Cortes's troops no ſooner took poſſeſſion of 
the places evacuated by the Mexicans, than they 
found themſelves ſurrounded with objects of 
horror, a vaſt number of miſerable wretches, of 
the ſick and wounded were lying calling upon 
death to releaſe them from their tortures, and 
whole houſes, and courts, were filled with the 
bodies of perfons of diſtinction who had been 
flain in battle, and were kept till their funerals 
could be performed, and from theſe places pro- 
ceeded a ftench that threatened the air with in- 
fection, and obliged Corres to take immediate 
care to prevent a peſtilence, by giving orders for 
interring the bodies. While this neceſſary of- 
fice was performed, he retired with his prifoners 
to Cayocan, after his having aſſigned quarters to 
Alverado and Sandoval, who ſuperintended the 
cleanſing of Mexico, and this diſagreeable duty 
being in a few days performed, he returned 
again to the city. 
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The reſpect with which the Emperor Guati- 
moxin was treated did not laſt long, for the iol- 
diers rememhering the vaſt quantities of gold 
they had formerly feen in Motezuma's poſſeſnon, 
demanded an account of what was become of 
it. When Cortes proteſting his ignorance, they 
ſuggeſted that he had ſecretly fecured it for his 
own ufe. Hence they grew furiou and infolent, 
in which diſpoſition they were encouraged by 
Julian de Alderete, the King's Treaſurer, who had 
great authority, and was nephew to the biſhop 
of Burgos was inclined to do Cortes all the 
miſchief in his power. Alderete being unable 
to obtain an account of theſe treaſures, demand- 
ed that the Emperor and his firſt miniſter ſhould 
be put into his hands, in order to be examined 
about them, which Corres in his preſent circum- 
ſtances did not care to refuſe. 

This inhuman monſter, according to ſome 
authors, cauſed them to be immediately put up- 
on the rack; but as others with greater truth 
affirm, had them extended upon burning coals. 
When they were both in this fituation, the mi- 
niſter caſting his eyes upon the Emperor cried 
out violently, upon which Guatimozin with great 
compoſure ſaid, Do you think I lie here upon roſes ? 
Atwhich the poor man was ſo ſtruck, that he ex- 
pired without uttering any further complaint: 
but Cortes hearing his firſt cries burſt into the 
apartment, and releaſed the Emperor before it 
was too late; upon which occaſion the ſoldiers 
themſelves approved his conduct, and blamed 
the Treaſurer's barbarity. No diſcovery was 
however made by this inſtance of cruelty. os 
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then ſearched all parts of the lake to no purpoſe, 
ranſacked the temples, in which they. found 
but little gold, and tore to pieces the tombs 
in which a ſmall quantity was found, which 
Cortes, in order to pacify them, divided amongſt 
them. 

'Thoſe provinces of the Mexican Empire char 
were neareſt the capital immediately ſubmitted, 
and Cortes having received intelligence of the 
kingdom of Mechoacan, which lay to the weſt- 
ward of Mexico, he ſent Montano with three 
other Spaniards as Ambaſſadors to the King, 
who at firſt gave them an indifferent reception; 
but afterwards treated them with great magni- 
ficence, and even went in perſon to ſee Cortes, 
who ſoon after diſpatched Chriftopher de Olid 
with an army to take poſſeſſion of that country, 
which he accordingly did, and forced the King 
to fly for ſhelter into the mountains. 

Cortes upon this great flow of ſucceſs, loſt that 
humanity and virtue by which he had before 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf, diſcovering the utmoſt 
haughtineſs and cruelty. He erected forts, and 
ſent Sando val to ſubdue the countries near T a- 
baſco and Tecountepee on the North ſea, while he 
ſent De Alverado with a body of Spaniards and 
confederate Indians, to take poſſeſſion of the 
countries bordering upon the vale of Gzaxaco to 
the eaſtward of Mexico. 

While Cortes was thus employed in reducing 
an amazing extent of country to the obedience 
of Charles V. Emperor and King of Spain, 
Chriftoval de Tapia arrived at Vera Crux, with 
a commiſſion from that Prince to command all 
the new conqueſts ; but he was ſo threatened, and 

; terrified 
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terrified by the garriſon of Vera Cruz, that he 
was glad to make his eſcape, and leave the Ge- 
neral in poſſeſſion of Mexico. 

Cortes now marched in perſon into the pro- 
vince of Panuco, which he not only reduced to 
ſubjection, but had the inhumanity, in violation 
of the laws of nature and nations, to divide the 
country and all the Indian inhabitants amongſt 
the officers and ſoldiers, who treated them as 
ſlaves, and this was his practice in every pro- 
vince, whether the people voluntarily ſubmitted 
to him, or were compelled to it by force: but 
he ſent ſuch rich preſents to the Emperor, that 
notwithſtanding his cruelty, he was declared 
Captain-General and Governor of Nev Spain, 
and the Governors of Hiſpaniola and Cuba were 
commanded to ſend him ſupplies, and to give 
him all poſſible aſſiſtance. 

Cortes now finding himſelf eſtabliſhed in his 
command, ſet about rebuilding the city of Mexi- 
co; aſſigned places for erecting churches and 
public edifices; laid out market places; divided 
the beſt partof the ground among the Spaniards, 
and the reſt among the natives. | 

All his conqueſts could not however procure 
himapeaceableeſtabliſhment. He was in danger 
from the intrigues of the [ndians, who, from a 
love of liberty, were defirous of recovering their 
country, and driving out or extirpating the Spa- 
niards, and therefore in 1527, he hanged the 
Emperor Guatimozin, and two other Indian 
Princes, whom he had detected in a conſpiracy 
againſt him. Sometimes he was expoſed to 
danger, by his own countrymen: Chriftowval de 
Olid, who had behaved ſo gallantly in the war 


againſt 
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apainſt the Mexicans, revolted from him; but 
was ſoon taken off by a violent death. Several 
con{piraces were formed to murder him; he 
had alſo many enemies in Spain who took ſuch 
Pains to prejudice the Emperor Charles V. againſt 

im, that he found it neceflary to return thather, 
in order to juitify his conduct. 

Accordingly in 1528, he undertook thas voy- 
age, and was received by Charles V. with great 
reſpect: that Prince gave him the whole vale of 

Atriſco, with the towns and villages upon it; 
conferred on him the title of Marquiſs of the 

vale ci Guaxaca, and to compleat his favours, 
procured him a very honourable marriage. 

The next year he returned to Mexico with his 
Aady, and afterwards being involved in ſome 
diiputes with the Viceroy of Mexico, he, in the 

year 1542, made a ſecond voyage to Spain, 
where he died in a village near Seville called 

Caſtilla de la Cueſta, on the 2d of December 

15 54, in the 63d year of his age, after which 
his corpſe, by his own direction, was carried to 
New Spain. 
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